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piss. 1. Prinr to REsTITUTUS: 
* obſtinate illneſs of yours alarms me 3 


in dens ds to be moſt re- 

yet I am afraid 
ſhould get the heiter of your mode- 
— hy . 
2 determined abſtemiouſneſs : a remedy, be af- 


ſured, of all others the moſt noble, as well as the 


- moſt ſalutary. There is not 
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of which I either ought to be aſhamed, or have 
reaſon to repent; however, if wy diftemper 
ſhould prevail over my refolution, 1 forbid that 
any thing be given me but by the conſent of my 
phyſicians ; and I aſſure the people about me, that 
1 ſhall reſent their compliance with me in things 
improper, as much as another man would their 
refuſal. I had once a moſt violent fever ; when 
the fit was a little abated, and I had been anoint- 
ed *, my phyſician offered me ſomething to 
drink; I defired he would firſt feel my pulſe, 
and upon his ſeeming to think the fit was not 
quite off, I inſtantly returned the cup, though 
it was juſt at my lips. Afterwards, when I was 
preparing to 
the firſt attack of my illneſs, perceiving 


ſicians whiſpering together, I inquired what they 


were ſaying. I hey replied, they were of opini- 
on ] might poſſibly bathe with ſafety, however 
that they were not without ſome ſuſpicion of ha- 
zard. What occaſion is there, ſaid I, of doing 
it at all? And thus, with great 1 
gave up a pleaſure I was upon. the point of enjoy - 
ing, and abſtained from the bath with the ſame 
compoſure I was going to enter it. I mention 
this, not only in order to enforce-my advice by 
example; but alſo that this letter may be a ſort 
of tie upon me to perſevere in the ſame reſolute 
abſtinence for the future. Farewell. 


Epift. II. Priny to Jusrus. 


firm you are at once engaged in a multi · 


* UnQtion was much eficemed and preſcribed. by 


the ancients. Celſus, who flouriſhed, it is ſuppoſed, 

about this time, expreſsly recommends it in the re- 
diſtempers. | . 5 

* preſs 


miſſion of acute 


into the bath, twenty days from 
2 


H it conſiſtent, that you ſhould af- 
del of buſineſs, and yet at the fame time ex- 
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preſs an earneſt deſire to ſee my writings, upon 


which even the idle will ſcarce beſtow ſome of 
their uſeleſs hours? I will not then break in upon 
your affairs during this ſummer- ſeaſon; but when 
the return of winter ſhall make it reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that your evenings at leaſt =P be dif- 


engaged, I will look over my trifles for ſome- 


thing to amuſe your vacant hours. In the mean 


while, I ſhall be well ſatisfied, if my letters are 


not troubleſome ; as I ſuſpect they are, and there- 
fore ſhorten them. Farewell. 


Epi/t. III. Prix v to PRASENS. 


RE you reſolved then to ſtay ſometimes in 

Lucania, and ſometimes in Campania ? 
Your anſwer, I ſuppoſe, will be, | was born in the 
former, my wife in the latter. This, I admit, may 
be a reaſon for a long abſence, but I cannot allow 
that it will juſtify a perpetual one. But are you re- 
ſolved in good earneſt never to return to Rome, 
that theatre of dignities, preferment, and ſociety 
of every fort? Are you obſtinately bent to live 
your own maſter, and fleep and riſe when you 
think proper? Will you never change your coun- 
try- dreſs for the habit of the town, but ſpend your 
Waole days unen barraſled by buſineſs ? It is time, 
however, you ſhould reviſit our ſcene of hurry, 
were it only that your rural pleaſures may not 
grow languid by enjoy ment: appear at the levees 
of the great, that you may enjoy the ſame ho- 
nour yourſelf with more ſatisfaction; and mix in 
our croud, that you may have a ſtronger reliſh 
for the charms of ſolitude. But am I not impru- 
dently retarving the friend I would recall? it is 
theſe very circumitances, perhaps, that induce 
you every day more and more to wrap yourſelf 
vp in regirement. All however | mean to per- 
ſuade you to, is only to intermit, not cezounce 

n Y Your 
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your repoſe. If I were to invite you to a feaſt, 
as I would blend diſhes of a ſharper taſte, with 
thoſe of a more luſcious kind, in order to raiſe 
the edge of your palate by the one, which had 
been flattened by the other ; ſo I now adviſe you 
to enliven the ſmocth pleaſures of life, with thoſe 
of a quicker reliſh. Farewell. = 


Ejift. IV. Prixv to Pontius. 


OL fay you hare read my poems; you deſire 
too to be informed, how it happened that 
a man of my gravity (as you are pleaſed to call 
m2, though in truth only not a trifler) could at 
| firſt fall into this way of compoſition. To take 
the account then a good way backwards, I muſt 


acquaint you, that I had always an inclination to 


poetry, inſomuch that when I was fourteen years 
of age, | compoſed a tragedy in Greek. If you 
ſhould aſk me what ſort of one ? I proteſt I don't 
know ; all that I remeber of it is, that it was 
called a tragedy. Some time afterwards, in my re- 


turn from the army, being detained in the ifland 


of Icaria by contrary winds, I vented my ſpleen 
againſt that place in ſome Latin elegies. I have 
ſince made ſome attempts in the heroic kind; but 
theſe are the firſt Hendecaſyllables I ever compo- 
ed; to which the following accident gave birth. 
The treatiſe of Afinius Gallus was read to me one 
day at Laurentinum, wherein he draws a compa- 
riſon between his father and Cicero; and there I 
met with an epigram of Tully's on his favourite 
Tiro. Upon retiring to take my afternoon's nap 
(for it was ſummer-time), and not being able to 
ſleep, | bezan to reflect that the greatett orators 
bave bcen fond of poetry, and valued themſelves 


upon it. I tried therefore what I could do in this 


way; and though I had long diſuſed myſelt to 
things of this nature, I ſtruck out, in a much 
ſhorter time than 1 could have imagined, the fol- 

| _ lowing 


r 


„ene 
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| lowing lines upon the ſubject which gave me the 


firſt hint : 


When Gallus I read, who pretends that his ſire 
Had far more than Tully pocticul fire, 
The wijejt of men, I perceivd, held it fit 
To temper his wiſdom with love and with toit; 
Far Tully, grave Tully, in amorous trains, 
4 the frauds of his paramour Tiro cemplains ; 
at faithl:ſs to love, and to pleaſure untrue, 
From his promus'd embrace the arch want with- 
drew. | | 
Then faig I to my heart, Ny fhould/t thou conceal 
The = of paſſions, the lobe which you feel — 
Jes, 772 wanton muſe, and procluini it around, 
7% Pliny bas lou'd, and his Tiro has found , 
T he cry one ſo artful, who ſibeetiy denies, 
Aud from the ſoft flame, but to keighten it, flies. 


From this I turned to elegy, which I performed 
with the ſame eaſe; and being thus drawn in by 
the facility with which the Muſes yielied to me, 
I proceeded to add to the number of my produc- 
tions of this kind. At my return to Rome, [ ſhew- 
ed my performances to ſome of my friends, who 
were pleaſed to approve of them. Afterwards, 
whenever I had leiſure, and particularly when 1 
travelled, I made ſeveral other attempts in the pa- 
etical way. At lengtu 1 determined, after the ex- 
ample of many others, to publiſſi a ſeparate vo- 
lume of theſe poems; and I have no reaſon to 
repent of my reſolution. They are much inqui- 
red after, and are in every body's hands, as they 
have even tempted the Greeks to learn our lan- 
ge, who ſing them to their harps and lyres. 

ut will you not imagine I begin to rave? re- 
member, however, poets have that privilege. The 


truth is, I am not giving you my own judgment, 


but that of others, which, be it right or * 
| Y 2 
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I am much pleaſed with; and have only to wiſh 
that poſterity may paſs the fame. Farewell. 


Epiſt. V. Prix to CalenunNia *. 
TFT is incredible how eagerly I defire to ſee you. 
Love is the firſt ſpring of it; and mel 2 
being unaccuſtomed to a ſeparation ! Hence it is, 
] lie awake the greateſt part of the nigbt think- 
ing of you, and (to uſe a very common, but ve- 
ry true expreſſion) my feet carry me of their own 
accord to your apartment, at thoſe hours I uſed 
to viſit you; but not finding you there, I return 
with as much ſorrow and difappointment as an 
excluded lover. The only intermiffion my an- 
xiety knows, is when I am engaged at the bar, 
and in the cauſes of my friends. Judge how 
wretched muſt his life he, who finds no repoſe 
but in buſineſs; no conſolation but in a croud. 
Farewell. 


Epift. VI. Prix r to Mackinus. 


A N uncommon and very remarkable turn has 
"k happened in the affair of 4 Varenus, the 
conſequence of which is yet in ſuſpenſe. The 
Bithynians, it is faid, have dropped their proſe- 
cution of him; being convinced at laſt, that it 
was extremely ill founded. A deputy from that 
province is arrived, who has brought with him 
2 decree of their aflembly ; copies of which he has 
delivered to Cæſar, to ſeveral of the principal 
perſons in Rome, and to us the advocates for 
Varenus. Magius, however, whom I mention- 
ed in my laſt letter to you, perſiſts in his profe- 
cution, and, for that purpoſe, is inceſſantly tea- 
ſing the worthy Nigrinus. This excellent perſon 
was counſel for him in his former petition to the 
conſuls, that Varenus might be compelled to pro- 

His wife. + See book 5. let. 20. p 

uce 
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duce his accounts. Upon this occaficn, as I at- 
tended Varenus merely as a frizad, I determined 
to be ſilent. I thought it highly imprudent for me, 
who was appointed his counſel by the ſenate, to 
attempt to defend him as a perſon accuſed, when 
it was his buſineſs to inſiſt that there was actual - 
ly no charge ſubſiſting againſt him. However, 
) when Nigrinus had finiſhed his ſpeech, the con- 
ſuls turning their eyes upon me, I roſe up, and, 
when they Bould hear, I ſaid, what the real deputies 
_ from the province had to object againſt the mation of 
1 Nigrinus, they would by IS that my ſilence was 15 
a not without juſt reaſon. Upon this Nigrinus aſked x 
2 me to whom theſe deputies were ſent? | replied, \ 
2 That the ogy 4 the province was directed ta me a- 
mong others. He returned, That in a paint, tough 


I 

id it may be clear to you, I am not ſo well fatisfied of. 

0 To this] anſwered, Thowuzh it 74 not 4 e | 

. to you, who are concerned to ſupport the accuſation, it 
may be extremely clear to me, who am on the more 
favrurable fide. Then Polyznus, the deputy from 
the province, acquainted the fenate with the rea- 


18 ſons for ſuperſeding the prof:cution, but deſired 
e it might be without prejudice to Czfar's determi- 
ie nation. Magius anſwered him; Poly:znus re- 
> || plied; as for myſelf, I only now and then threw 
it in a word, obſerving in general a profound ſi- 
at lence. For | have learned, that upon ſ me oc- 
* caſions there is as much rhetoric in taciturnity, as 
28 in all the pomp of the moſt ſtudied eloquence: and 
al I remember, in ſame criminal cafes, to have dune 
* even more ſervice to my clients by a judicious ſi- 
n- || lence, than I could have expected from the moſt 
M artful n 4 _ ſubject of elu- 
_ quence, is in ten to the intent of my 
= letter, yet allow an to — ou one inftance in 


he proof of the obſervation I juſt mentioned. A cer- 
0” | tain lady having loſt her fon, ſuſpected that bis 
freedmen whom he had appointed coheirs with 

ce Y 3 jj * 
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| her, were guilty of forging the will and poi- 
ſoning him. Accordingly ſhe charged them 
with the fact before the emperor, who direct- 
ed Julius Servianus to try the cauſe. I was 
counſel for the defendants; and the caſe be- 
ing exceedingly remarkable, and the advocates 
concerned on both fides of high reputation, it 
drew together a very numerous audience. Ihe 
event was, the fervants being put to the torture, 
my clients were acquitted. But the mother 
plied a ſecond time to the emperor, pretending 


a 
ths had diſcovered fome new evidence. Servi- 


anus was therefore directed to rehear the cauſe, 
and fee if ſhe could produce any freſh proofs. 
Julius Africanus was counſel for the mother, a 
young man of gcod parts, but little experience. 
e is grandſon to the famous orator of that name, 
of whom it is reported that Paſſienus Criſpus 
hearing him one day plead, archly faid, Al! this, 
I own, is extremely fine ;, but whet is it to the pur- 
poſe ? Julius Africanus, I fay, having harangued 
a great deal, and exhauſted the portion of time 
allotted to him, entreated Servianus to allow him 
to add one word more. When he had finiſhed, 
and the eyes of the whole afſembly had been fixed 
a conſiderable time upon me, I roſe up; I would 
have anſwered Africanus, ſaid I, if he had added 
that one word he begged l:ave to do, in which I doubt 
nat he would have told us ſomething tus had nit heard 
before, I do not remember to have gained fo 
much applauſe by any ſpeech that I ever made, 
as I did here upon making none. T hus the 
little that I faid for Varenus, was received with 
the fame | 
greeably to the requeſt of Polyznus, reſerved the 
whole affair for the determination of the emperor, 
whoſe reſolution I impatiently wait for; as that 
will decide, whether I may fit down in full ſecu- 
rity with reſpect to Varenus; or muſt again re- 
new 


general approbation. The conſuls, a- 
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new all my care and ſolicitude upon his account. 
Farewell. | 


Epift. VII. Priny to SaTURNiINUs. 


Ately I both preſented your thanks to our 
friend Priſcus, and have again repeated them, 

ſince ſuch was your deſire; and that moſt willing- 
ly. lt is with great pleaſure I ſee ſo much har- 
mony ſubſiſt between two ſuch worthy men, 
whom | tenderly eſteem, and that you conſider 
each other's friendſhip as the higheſt obligation. 


| For he profeſſes allo on his part to receive much 


happineſs from yours, and, with a very generous 
contention, endeavours to rival you in that re- 
ciprocal affection, which time, I am perſuaded, 


will augment. 


I regret that any buſineſs ſhould call you off 


from your ſtudies ; however, when you ſhall have 
compromiſed (as you ſay you are upon the point 


of doing) one cauſe, and brought the other to a 
hearing, you will be at leiſure to enjoy the retire- 


ment of the country; and when you are ſatiated 


with that, we may hope for your return hither. 
Farcwell. 


Epiſt. VIII. Prix v to PRiscus. 


Cannot expreſs how agreeable it is to me, that 
our friend Saturninus ſends me letter after 
letter upon the ſubject of your favours to him. 
May you go on as you began, and continue to 
cheriſh an affection for fo worthy a man, from 


whoſe friendſhip you will receive a ftrong and 


laſting pleaſure. For as he is greatly diſtinguiſh- 
ed by every other virtue, ſo particularly by his 
invariable attachment to his friends. Farewell. 


Epiji. 
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Exif. 1X. Prur to ConsELius Fuscus. 


OU deſire to know from me, in what me- 
thod you ought to purſue your ſtudies in 

that retirement to which you have long ſince 
withdrawn. In the firſt place then, I look upon 
it as a very advantageous practice (and it is what 
many recommend) to tranſlate either from Greek 
into Latin, or from Latin into Greek. By this 
means you will furniſh yourſelf with noble and 
proper expreſſions, with variety of beautiful fi- 
gures, and an eaſe and ſtrength of ſtyle. Beſides, 
by imitating the moſt approved authors, you will 
find your imagination heated, and fall inſenſibly 
into a ſimilar turn of thought; at the ſame time 


that thoſe things which you may poſſibly have 


oveilooked in a common way of reading, cannot 
eſcape you in tranſlating: and this method will 


open your underſtanding, and improve your judg- 


ment. It may not be amiſs after you have read 
an author, in order to make yourſelf maſter of 
his ſubject and argument, from his reader to 
turn, as it were, his rival, and attempt ſomething 
of your own in the ſame way ; and then make an 
impartial compariſon between your performance 
and his, in order to ſee in what points either you 
or he moſt happily ſucceeded. It will be a mat- 
ter of very pleaſing congratulation to yourſelf, 
if you ſhall find in ſome things, that you have 
the advantage of him, as it will be a great morti- 
fication if he ſhould riſe above you in all. You 
may ſometimes venture, in theſe little eſſays, to 
your ſtrength upon the moſt ſhining paſſages 
a diſtinguiſhed author. The attempt, indeed, 
will be ſomething bold ; but as it is a contention 
which paſſes in fecret, it cannot he taxed with 
preſumption. Not but that we have ſeen in- 
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ſort of liſts with great ſucceſs, and while they did 
not deſpair of overtaking, have gluriouſly advan 
ced before thoſe whom they thought it ſufficient 
honour to follow. After you have thus finiſhed 
a compoſition, you may lay it aſide, until it is 
no longer freſh in your memory, and then take 
it up, in order to revile and correct it. You will 
find ſeveral things to retain, but ſtill more to re- 
ject ; you will add a new thought here, and alter 
another there. It is a laborious and tedious taſk, 
I own, thus to re-enflame the mind after the firſt 


heat is over, to recover an impulſe when its force 


has been checked and ſpent, in a word, to inter- 
weave new parts into the texture of a compoſt- 
tion, without diſturbing or confounding the ori- 
ginal plan; but the advantage attending this me- 
thod will overbalance the difficulty. I know 


the bent of your preſent attention is directed to- 


wards the eloquence of the bar; but I would not 
for that reaſon adviſe you never to quit the ſty le 
of diſpute and contention. As land is improved 
by ſowing it with various ſeeds, ſo is the mind 
by — it with different ſtudies. I would 
recommend it to you therefore, ſometimes to 
ſingle out a fine paſſage of hiſtory ; ſometimes to 
exerciſe yourſelf in the epiſtolary ſtyle, and 
ſometimes the poetical. For it frequently hap- 
pens, that in pleading one has occaſion to make 
uſe not only of hiſtorical, but even poetical de- 
ſcriptions ; as by the epiſtolary manner of wri- 


ting you will acquire a cloſe and eaſy expreſſion. 
It will be extremely proper alſo to unbend your 


mind with poetry: when | ſay fo, I do not mean 
that ſp2cics of it which turns upon ſubjects of 
great length, (for that is fit only for perſons of 
much leiſure), but thoſe little pieces of the epi- 
grammatic kind, which ſerve as proper reliefs to, 
and are conſiſtent with employments of every 
fort. They commonly go under the title of = 

| e etical 
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etical amuſements ; but theſe amuſements have 


ſometimes gained as much reputation to their 
_— as works of a more ferious nature; and 

on — while I am exhorting you. to poetry, 
2 ould I not be poetical m ff) 


As yielding wax the artiſts ſkill commands, 
Submiſfee Hap' d beneath his forming hands; 
Noto dreadful fi lands in arms a Mars confeſt ; 
Or now with * 1 air yy ; 

A twanton Cupi 

Now ſhines, 3 chaſte, a Pallas wiſe : 

As nat alone to quench the raging flame, 

The ſacred fountaen pours ber j indy flream : 


In this manner the men, as well as the 
eateſt orators, uſed either to exerciſe or amuſe 
themſelves, or rather indeed did both. It is ſur- 
priſing how. much the mind is entertained and 
_ enlivened by theſe little poetical compoſitions, as 
turn upon ſubjects of gallantry, ſatire, ten- 
— tb —_—_ and _ thing, in ſhort, 
that concerns life and the affairs of the world. 
| — the ſame advantage attends theſe, as 
every other ſort of poems, that we turn from 
them to proſe with ſo much the more pleaſure, 
af er having experienced the difficulty of being 
conſtrained and fettered by numbers. And now, 
perhaps, I have troubled you upon this ſubject 
longer than you defired ; however, there is one 


thing which I have omitted: I have not told you 
we. kind of authors you ſhould read; though 
indeed that was ſufficiently implied when I men- 
recommend for 


tioned, what ſubjects I wo 


your compoſitions. You will remember, as 
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the moſt approved writers of each ſort are to be 
carefully choſen ; for, as it has been well obſer- 
ved, though we ſhould read much, we ſhould 
© not read many books.” Who thoſe authors 

* Thus the noble and polite moraliſt ſpeaking of 
the influence which our reading has upon our taſte 
and manners, thinks it improper ** to call a man 
«« well read, who reads many authors; fince he muſt 
« of neceflity have more ill models than good ; and 


de more ſtuffed with bombaſt, ill fancy, and wry 


„ thought, than filled with ſolid ſenſe and juſt ima- 
„ gination.“ [Charact. v. 1. 142.] When the 
Goths over ran Greece, the libraries eſcaped their 
deſtruction, by a notion which ſome of their leaders 
induſtriouſly propagated among them, that it would 
be more for their intereſt to leave thoſe ſpoils un- 
touched to their enemies; as being proper to ener- 
vate their minds, and amuſe them with vain and idle 
ſpeculations. Truth perhaps has been leſs a gainer 
by this multiplicity of books, than error; and it ma 

be a queſtion, whether the excellent models which 
have been delivered down to us from antiquity, to- 


gether with thoſe few which modern times have pro- 
_ duced, by any means balance the immoderate weight 


which muſt be thrown into the oppoſite ſcale of 
writers. The truth 1s, though we may be learned 
by other mens reflections, wiſe we can only be 

our own : and the maxim here recommended by Pliny, 


would well deſerve the attention of the ſtudious, 


though no other inconvenience attended the reading 
of many books, than that which Sir William Tem- 


ple apprehends from it ; the leſſening the force and 


growth of a man's own genius. For it may be juſtly 
doubted, with that ingenious author, whether the 


| *© weight and number of ſo many other mens 
thoughts and notions, may not ſuppreſs his own, 


or hinder the motion or agitation of them, from 


Which all invention ariſes; as heaping on wood, 


or too many ſticks, or too cloſe together, ſuppreſ- 


 * fes, and ſometimes quite extinguiſhes a little 


«+ ſpark, that would otherwiſe have grown up to a 


<< noble flame.” ¶ Eſſay on learning, v. 1. 158. ]. 


are, 
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are, is fo clearly ſettled, and fo y known, 
that | need not point them out to you; beſides, 


J have already extended this letter to ſuca an im- 


moderate length, that I have interrupted, I fear, 
too long thoſe ſtudies I have been recommend- 
ing. 1 will here refign you therefore to your 
papers, which you will now reſume - and either 
purſue the ſtudies you were before engaged in, or 
enter upon ſome of thoſe which I have adviſed. 
Farewell. | | 


Epiſt. X. Priny to Mackinus. 


S I am always deſirous to know the conclu- 
ſion of an affair, when the narrative has 
been interrupted in the beginning; fo, I imagine, 
you will be glad to be informed of the event of 
the cauſe between the Bithynians and Varenus. 
It was pleaded before the emperor by Polyznus 
on one fide, and Magius on the other. When 
Ceſar had heard both, Neither party, ſaid he, 
Hall have rea ſon to camplain of the delay; but I will 
take care ts inform myſelf of the real fertiments of the 
province. In the mean while, Varcnus has gain- 
ed a very conſidetable puini ; for can any thing 
make the juſtneſs ot his acculation appear more 
_ doubtful, than that it is a queſtion whether he is 
accuſed at ail? We have only to with, that the 
| province may not again approve of what, it is 
faid, fae has condemned, and repent of her re- 
pentance. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XI. PLixy to FABATus “. 


VO are ſurpriſed, that my freedman Her- 

mes has fold to Corellia, for ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand ſeſterces, the five twelfehs of my 
lands of inheritance, which I had directed to be 


* His wiſe's grandfather. 


{old 
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fold to the higheſt bidder, and that without wait- 


ing for the time of public auction. And as you 


think it might have produced nine hundred thou- 
ſand, you are fo much the more d. ſirous to 
know whether I am inclined to ratify what he 


has done. I am; and tor ſuch reafons, I hope, 


as not only you will approve, but will allo ex- 
cuſe me to my fellow-cuheirs, for having, upon a 


motive of ſtronger influence, ſeparated my intcreſt 


from theirs. I have the higheſt eſtee:n for Co- 
rellia, both as the ſiſter of Kufus, whoſe memory 
will ever be ſacred to me, and as ſne was an in- 
timate friend of my mother's. Beſides, that ex- 
cellent man Minutius Tuicus, her huſband, has 
every claim to my affection that a long fiiend- 
ſhip can give him; as there was likewiſe fo ſtrict 
an intimacy between her ſon and me, that I fix- 
ed upon him to preſide at the games which I ex- 
hibited when I was elected præ or. This lady, 
when I was laſt in the country, expreſſed a 
ftrong inclination to purchate ſomething upon 
our lake of Comum; I therefore made her an 


offer, at h-r own price, of any part of my eſtate 


there, except what came to int from my father 


and mother; for that I could not conſent ta 


part with, even to Corellia. Waen the inheri- 
tance in queſtion fell to me, I wrote to acquaint 
her it was to be fold. This letter I ſent by 
Hermes, who, upon ter requeſting him that he 
would immediately let her have my proportion 


of it, conſented todo ſo. Am In t then obli- 


ged to confirm what he has thus done in purſu- 
ance of my inclinations? I have only to entreat 
my fellow-coheirs, that they would not take 


it ill at my hands, that i have made a feparate 


fale of what I had certainly a right to diſpoſe 
of. They are under no neceſſity of being ga- 
verned by my example, fince they have not the 


ſame connections with Corcilia that I have. 
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They are at full liberty therefore to be guided 


by intereſt, which in my own caſe I choſe to ſa- 


erifice to friendſhip. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XII. PuIxy to Mixvrius. 


Have been ſo much the longer in ſending you 
the little book which I have drawn up at 
your defire, for the uſe of your, or rather, I 
thould fay our friend, (for what is there that 


we do not poſſeſs in common ?), that you might 


have no time to correct, that is, to ſpoil it. Af- 
ter all, whether you will or will not find time for 
that purpoſe, I know not ; but of this I am ſure, 
you will moſt certainly ſpoil it, if, according to 
the cuſtom of you people of a vitiated tafte, you 
ſhould throw out its moſt ſhining parts. I ſhall 
forgive you, however, if you ſhould, and ſhall, 
upon ſome future occafion, very ſucceſsfully make 
uſe of what your falſe delicacy rejects ; as | doubt 
not to receive your applauſe for the ſe different 
expreflions which I have interlined. I ſuſpect- 
ed you would call every thing unnatural and 
bombaſt which is elevated and ſounding ; I 
thought proper therefore, for your eaſe, to vary 
the phraſe, and take it ſomething lower, or ra- 
ther indeed, to debaſe it ; though 2 I know, 
(for why ſhould I not rally your ſickly taſte ?), 
will efteem it an improvement. Thus far, in 
order to make you ſmile in the midſt of your ſe- 
rious occupations, I have been jocoſe; but, with- 
out doubt, I am wondrous ferious in what I am 
going to add: I expect to be reimburſed the 
charges I have been at in ſending a meſſenger 
expreſs with this. Now are you not diſpoſed to 
condemn this petition, not only in part, but in the 
whole, and inſiſt upon it, that you ought not to 
pay for a thing which is abſclutely of no value ? 


Farewell. 5 
Epil. 
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Epift. XIII. Priny to FEROx. 


Our letter intimates, that you do, and do 
not ſtudy. This will appear a little enig- 
matical till l explain it. You expreſsly ſay in- 
deed, that you have bid adieu to contemplation; 
but fuch an air of elegance runs through your 
whole letter, that it is impoſſible it ſhould have 
been compoſed without much thought; unlets 


you are privileged beyond the reſt of mankind, 


and can write with ſo much politeneſs, thus 


careleſsly and at your eaſe. Farewell. 


Ein. XIV. Prix to CorEltia. 


3 U act indeed moſt honourably in deſiring 
and earneſtly preſſing me to take for my 


ſhare of the eſtate you purchaſcd of me, not after | 
the rate of ſeven hundred thouſand ſ:ſterces * for 


the whole, as my freedman ſold it to you; but 
in the proportion of nine hundred thouſand, a- 
greeable to what you gave to the farmers of the 
+ twenticths for their part. But I muſt deſire 
and inſiſt in my turn, that you would conſider 


not only what is ſuitable to your character, but 


what is worthy of mine; and that you would 
ſuffer me to oppoſe your inclination in this fiagle 
inſtance, with the ſame warmth that J obey it 


See letter the 11th of this book. 

+ Auguſtus impoſed a tax of the 2oth part of all 
legacies and inheritances, which he appropriated to 
the ſupport of the army. This was deemed a heavy 
impoſition, and ingly it was in ſeveral 
points by ſucceeding Emperors, particularly by Tra- 
jan, as appears from our author's noble panegyric up- 
on him ¶ ſect. 37. &c. I, but it was not wholly aboliſh- 
ed till the time of Antoninus Pius. 

2 2 Epiſt. 
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Epiſi. XV. Privy to SATURNINUS. 


TV aſk me hetu I paſs my time? You know 
how much of it is difpcfed in the buſineſs 
of my poſt ; what remains I devote to the ſer- 
vice of my friends, and ſometimes to my books; 
an employment which, thuugh I will not ven- 


ture to affirm it would be better, I am ſure it 


would be happier, if I could fay not only ſome- 
times, but altogether engages me. I ſhould be 
concerned to hear, that yours are of the fort 
which are leaſt agreeable to you, if I did noe 
know you are buſied in the nobleſt offices; as 
nothing can be more worthy of applauſe, than 
to be active in the intereſt of one's country, and 
one's friends. | 


I was well perſuaded the company of our friend | 


Priſcus vrould be extremely agreeable to you, 
as I know the fimplicity, innocence, and poli e- 

neſs of his manners: but I had yet to learn 
(what I had the pleaſure to be informed of by 
our letter) that he ſo obligingly remembers the 
ſervices I have done him. Farewell, 


R Evid. XVI. Prix to FABArus. 


AAleſtrius Tyro, to whom I am united by 
| every public and private connection, is in 
the number of my moſt intimate friends. We 
ſerved together in the army, as we were both of 
vs quæſtors at the ſame time to Cæſar. He got 
the {tart of me indced in the tribunate, by the 
ivitege K hich the law gives to thoſe who have 


D children; but I overtook him im the prætor- 


ſhip 


A law at firſt propoſed by Auguſtus, but which 
afterwards with ſeveral alterations paſſed in 8 
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ſhip by the indulgence of the emperor, who diſ- 
penſed with my wanting a year of the legal age 
for that office, I frequent!y retire with him to 
his country-villas, as he often takes the benefit 
of the air at mine. He is now appointed pro- 
conſul of Bcetica, and he propoſes to paſs through 
Ticinum, in his way to that province. 
hope, and indeed am well aſſured, I can eafily 
prevail with him to turn out of his road to your 
houſe, if you ſhould have an inclination to make 
any of thoſe ſlaves free before a magiſtrate, to 
whom you have already given their liberty in 
the preſence of your friends. You need be un- 
der no apprehenſion that he will look upon this 


as a trouble, who, I am ſure, would willingly 
travel round the world for my fake. I beg there- 


tore you would lay aſide all ſcrupl-, and only 
conſider what will be moſt agreeable to yourſelſ; 
for be aſſured, he will take as much picaſure in 


executing my commands, as I do in obeying 


yours, Farewell. 


Evil. XVII. Pixx to Caen. 


L Very author has his particular reaſons ſor re- 
citing his works. My principal motive is 


to receive proper criticiſms upon ſuch points as 
may, and undoubtedly will ſometimes, eſcape my 


fulſhip of Papius and Poppeas, A. U. 562.; in 


which amongſt other things it was enacted, That 
all magiſtrates ſhould take precedence according 


© to the number of their children; that in elections 
« thoſe candidates ſhould be preferred who had the 
« moſt numerous offspring ; and that any perſon 


„ might ſtand ſooner than ordinary for an office, if 


„ he bad as many children as he wanted years to be 
capable of beating ſuch a dignity.” Vid. Lipfi 
Excurl. ad Tacit. An. 1. © © 

| 2 3 'own 
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perſons, 
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own notice. I cannot therefore but be ſurpriſed 
to find (what your letter affures me), that there 
are ſome who blame me for reciting my ſpeeches : 
unleſs, perhaps, they are of opinion, that this is 
the ſingle ſpecies of compoſition that ought to be 
privileged from any correction. If fo, I would 


_ willingly afk them why they allow (if indeed they 


do allow) that hiſtory may be recited, ſince it is 
a work which ought to be devoted to truth, not 
oſtentation ? or why tragedy, when it is adapted 
to action and the ſtage, not to a private audi- 
ence ? or lyric poetry, as it is not a reader that it 
requires, but a chorus of voices and inſtruments ? 
But, poſſibly, they will reply, that, in the inſtan- 
ces mentioned, cuſtom has made it uſual : I ſhould 
be glad to know then, if they think the perſon 


who firſt introduced this cuſtom is to be con- 


demned? Beſides, the rehearſal of orations is no 
unprecedented thing either with us or the Gre- 
cians. Still, perhaps, they will inſiſt, that it can 


anſwer no purpoſe to recite a ſpeech which has 


actually been ſpoken. There would be ſome 


truth in this objection, if one were immediately 


to repeat the very ſame performance, and to the 
very ſame audience: but if you make ſeveral ad- 
ditions and alterations ; if your audience is com- 
poſed partly of the ſame, and partly of different 

— the recital is at ſome diſtance of time, 
why is it leſs allowable to rehearſe your ſpeech 


than to publiſh. it? As to the difficulty they may 


ſuppoſe there would be, in piving fatisfaction to 
an audience by the mere recital of a ſpeech, that 
is a reaſon which concerns the particular ſkill 
and pains of the perſon who rehearſes, but by no 


means holds againſt reciting in general. The 


truth is, it is not whilſt I am reading, but when 


I am read, that I aim at approbation ; and for that 


reaſon I omit no fort of method that can render 
my performances more correct. In the firſt 


F mono Yooogit my wow 
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I frequently reviſe my compoſitions in private, 
afterwards I read them to two or three friends, 
and then give them to others to make their re- 
marks. If after this I have any doubt concern- 
ing the juſtneſs of their obſervations, I carefully 
weigh them again with a friend or two: and, laſt 
of all, | recite them to a more numerous aſſem- 
bly. This is the time, believe me, when | find 
myſelf beft able to exerciſe all the ſeverity of the 
moſt rigid criticiſm ; for my attention riſes in pro- 
portion to my ſolicitude; as nothing ſo much awa- 
kens the judgment as that reverence, and modeſt 
timidity, which one feels upon thoſe occaſtons.. 
For do but reſſect and tell me, whether you would 
not be infinitely lefs affected if you were to ſpeak 
before a ſingle perſon only, though ever ſo learn- 
ed, than before a numerous aſſembly, even though 
it were compoſed of none but illiterate people? 
When you rife up to plead, are you not at that 
juncture, above all others, moſt diflident of your- 
ſelf? and do you not with, I will not ſay ſome 
icular parts only, but that the whole frame 

of your intended ſpe⸗ch was altered? eſpecially if 
the circle is large in which you are to ſpeak ; for 
at ſuch a ſeaſon there is ſomething even in the 
moſt vulgar audience that ſtrikes one with awe. 
And if you ſuſpect you are not well received at 
the firſt opening of your ſpeech, do you not find 
all the energy of your powers weakened, and the 
whole ſtrength of your reſolution fink under 


u? The reaſon I imagine to be, that there is 


know not what dignity in the collective ſenti- 
ments of a multitude, and though feparately their 
judgment is, perhaps, of little weight, yet when 


united it becomes conſiderable. Agreeably to 


this notion, Pomponius Secundus, the famous 
tragic poet, whenever his friend and he differed 
about the retaining or re jecting any thing in his 

writings, 
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writings, uſed to ſay, I appeal * to the people; an 
accordingly, by their ſilence or applauſe, adopted 
either his own or his friend's ſentiments : ſuch 


was the regard he paid to the populace ! + Whe- 


7 , ; 

® There is a kind of witticiſm in this expreſſion, 
which will be loſt to the mere Engliſh reader, unleſs 
he be informed, that the Romans had a privilege 
confirmed to them by ſeveral laws which paſſed in 
the earlier ages of the republic, of appealing from 
the decifions of the magiſtrates, to the general aſ- 
ſembly of the people; and they did fo in the form of 
words which Pomponius here applies to a different 


e. 

+ However unſafe, in general, an appeal to the vul- 
gar notions may be, there are yet ſome caſes in which 
their ſentiments have ever been received by the judi- 
cious, as deciſive. The merit of performances in the 
perſuaſive, or imitative arts, fo far as the mere rai- 
ling or repreſenting the paſſions are concerned, will 
| del be tried by the effect they produce in plain and 
unbiaſſed minds: for (as Tully obſerves) © that artiſt 
« who has nature for his object, muſt certainly fall 
« ſhort of the truth of his art, where nature 1s not 
moved“. The cuſtom which prevaited among the 
Romans of reciting their works of genius in the por- 
ticoes, and places of public reſort, took its riſe, pro- 
bably, from the ſame notion of a genera] and innate 
taſte being implanted in all mankind of what is juſt 
and natural in the moving arts. It was upon this 
principle likewiſe, that the great maſters in painting 
and flatuary in ancient. Greece, exhibited their per- 
formances to public view, and corrected them by the 
popular ſeelings. There is a remarkable ſtory told 
of Annibal Carrache, which ſhews he received the 
fame ſtandard of merit. He took notice that a fa- 
mous picture of Dominichin's repreſenting the flagel- 
lation of St Andrew, made a very ſtrong tmpreffion 
upon an old woman, who at the fame time ſeemed 


bttle affected with another pifture of a martyrdom 


De orat. lib. 1. * 
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ther with juſtice or not, it does not concern me 
to determine, as I never recite my works public- 
lv, but only before a ſelect number of friends, 
wheſe preſence I reſpect, and whoſe judgment | 
value; in a word, whoſe opinions I obſerve as if 
they were ſo many individuals I had ſeparately 
conſulted, at the ſame time that I ſtand in as 


much fear of them as | ſhould of the moſt nu- 


merous aſſembly. What Cicero fays of compo- 
ſing, will, in my opinion, hold true of that awe 
we have of the public: It is the moſt rigid 
e critic imaginable.” The very thoughts of re- 
citing, the notion of entering an aſſembly, and 
the reverential concern when one is there; each 
of theſe circumſtances tends to improve and per- 
fect an author's performance. Upon the whole, 
therefore, I cannot repent of a cuſtom which 1 
have experienced to be fo exceedingly beneficial ; 


and am fo far from being diſcouraged by the 


trifling objections of theſe cenſors, that I beg you 
would point out to me if there is yet any other 
— of correction, that I may add to this; 
for nothing can ſufficiently ſatisfy my care to 
render my compoſitions fimiſhed. Ir what 
an arduous undertaking it is to refign any work 
into tie hands of the public ; and 1 cannot but 
be perſuaded, that frequent reviſals, and many 
conſultations muſt go to the finiſhing of a per- 
formance, which one defires the world ſhould 
univerſally, and for ever admire. 


done by Guido, which was placed near it. A debate 


afterwards happening about the merit of theſe two 
performances, Carracke decided the diſpute by only 
telling this fact. Thus, as the poet obſerves, - 


ie people's voice is odd, 
It is, and it is net, the voice of Gad. 


Poet. 


Egli. 
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Epiſt. XVIII. Prix v to CAN iN IVus. 


ME aſk my advice in what manner the mo- 
ney you have given to our countrymen for 
an annual feſtival, may be ſecured after your 
death. Your queſtion proceeds from a truly 

generous principle, but the anſwer to it is not 
very eaſy. Should you pay down the money to 
the community ; there is great danger that it will 
de ſquande:ed away. Should you ſettle lands for 
that purpoſe; they will probably be neglected, as 
thoſe of the public uſually are. Upon the whole, 
then, [ can think of no method more eligible 
than what I purſued myſelf in a parallel inſtance. 
Intending to give five hundred thoufand ſeſterces 
for the maintenance of children who were born 
of good families, I made a fictitious ſale to the 
public agent of an eſtate in land which was 
worth conſiderably more, who reconveyed it 
back to me, charged with a yearly rent of 30,000 
ſeſterces. By this means the principal was ſe- 
cured to the community, at the fame time the 
intereſt was certain, and the eſtate itſelf (as it was 
of much greater value than the rent charged upon 
it) was always ſure of finding a tenant. I am 
well appriſed, indeed, that by this method I have 
actually given more than I appear to have done, 
as the value of the whole eftate will be a good 
deal leſſened by the incumbrance with which it 
is charged. But the intereſt of the public ought 
always to take place of every private conſidera- 
tion, as what is eternal is to be preferred to what 
is mortal; and a man of true generofity will 
ſtudy how to render his benefaction moſt advan- 
tageous, rather than how he may beſtow it with 
leaſt expenſe. Farewell. 


Epiſt. 
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Epi. XIX. Prixv to Priscus. 


AM extremely concerned at the illneſs of Fan- 
nia which ſhe contracted during her attend- 
ance on Junia, one of the Veſtal virgins. She 
engaged in this good office at firſt voluntarily, Ju- 
nia being her relation; as ſhe was afterwards 
ointed to it by an order from the college of 
prieſts: for theſe virgins, when any indifpoſi- 
tion makes it neceſſary to remove them from the 
temple of Veſta, are always delivered to the care 
and cuſtody of ſome venerable matron. It was 
her aſſiduity in the execution of this charge that 
occaſioned her preſent diſorder, which is a con- 


tinual fever, attended with a cough that increa- 


ſes daily. She is extremely emaciated, and ſeems 
in a total decay of every thing but ſpirits ; thoſe 
indeed ſhe preſerves in their full vigour; and 


in a manner worthy the wite of Helvidius, and 


the daughter of Thraſea. In all the reſt ſhe is 
ſo greatly impaired, that I am more than appre- 
henſive upon her account; I am deeply afflicted. 


I grieve, my friend, that fo excellent a woman 


is going to be removed from the eyes of the 
world, which will never, perhaps, again behold 
her equal. How conſummate is her virtue, her 
piety, her wiſdom, her courage | She twice fol- 
lowed her huſband into exile, and once was 


baniſhed herſelf upon his account. For Senecio, 


when he was tried for writing the life of Helvi- 


dius, having ſaid in his defence that he compoſed 


that work at the requeſt of Fannia; Metius Carus, 
with a ſtern and threatening air, aſked her whe- 
ther it was true? She acknowledged it was: and 
when he farther queſtioned her, whether ſhe ſup- 


plied him likewiſe with materials for that purpole, 
and whether her mother was privy to this tranſ- 
action? ſhe boldly confeſſed the former, but ab- 


ſolutely 


. 
$ 
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ſolutely denied the latter. In ſhort, throughout 
her whole examination not a word eſcaped her 
that betrayed the leaſt emotion of fear. On the 
contrary, ſhe had tne courage to preſerve a copy 
of thoſe very books which the ſenate, overawed 
by the tyranny of the times, had ordered to be 
ſuppreſſed, and at the ſame time the effects of the 
author to be confiſcated ; and took with her as 
the companions of her exile, what had been the 
cauſe of it. How pleafing is her converſation, 
how polite her addrets, and (which feldom unites 
in the ſame character) how venerable is ſhe as 
well as amiable ! She will hereatter, I am well 
perſuaded, be pointed out as a model to all 
wives; and perhaps be eſteemed worthy to be ſet 
forth as an example of fortitude even to our lex ; 
fince, while yet we have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
and converitng with her, we contemplate her with 
the ſaine admiration, as thoſe heroines who are 
celebrated in ancient ſtory. For myſelf, 1 confeis, 
] cannot but tremble for this illuſtrious houſe, 
which feems ſhaken to its very foundations, and 
ready to fall into ruins with her: for though the 


wili leave deſcendents behind her, yet what a2 


height of virtue muſt they retain, what glorious 
actions mult they perform, ere the world will be 
perſurced that this excellent woman was not the 
laſt of her family ! It is an aggravating circum- 
ſtance of affliction to me, that by her death I feem 
to loſe a ſecond time her mother ; that worthy 
mother (and what can I ſay higher in her praiſe) of 
fo amiable a perſon ! who, as ſhe was reſtored to me 
in her daught-r, fo ſhe will now again be taken 
from ine, and the loſs of Fannia will thus pit rce 
my heart at once with a freſh ſtab, and at the 
ſame time tear open a former wound. | loved 
and honouted them both fo highly, that I knew 
not which had the greateſt ſhare of my eſteem 
and affection ; a point they deſired might ever re- 
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main undetermined. In their proſperity and their 
adverſity I did them every good office in my 
power, and was their comforter in exile, as well 


as their avenger at their return. But I have not 


yet paid them what | owe, and am {> much the 
more ſolicitous for the recovery of this lady, that 
I may have time to acquit what is due from me 
to her. Such is the anxicty under which I write 
this letter! But if ſome friendly power ſhould 
happily give me occaſion to exchange it for ſen- 
timents of joy, [ ſhall not complain of the alarms 
I now ſuffer. Farewell. 


Epil. XX. PLixy to Tacitus. 


1 Hare read your book, and with the utmoſt care 


have marked the paſſages which I think 
ſhould be altered, and thoſ ] am of opinion ought 
to be expunged. Ir is as bavitual to me to ſpeak 
truth, as it is agreeable to you to hear it; and in- 
deed none are more patien of cenſure, than thoſe 
who have the beſt claim to applauſe. I now ex- 
pect in return, your obſervations upon the trea- 
tiſe of mine which I fent you. How agre-able, 
how noble is ſuch a commerce! and how am I 
pleaſed with the thought, that poſterity, if it 
ſhall at all concern itſelf with us, will rot ceaſe 
to mention with what tarmory, what freedom, 
what fidelity we lived together! It will be an in- 
ſtance as remarkable as it is uncommon, hat two 
perſons nearly of the fame age and rant, and of 
ſome character in the republic of letters, (ior fince 
join myſelf with you, I am obitged to ſpeak of 
your merit with reſerve), ſhould thus mutually 
aſſiſt and promote each other”: ſt:.dirs, When I 
was a very young man, and you in the prime of 
your glory and reputation, I cndeavorred to ſol- 
low your ſteps, and was deſirous to be conſider- 
ed as next ia character to you. 
Ver. II. 
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But next with many a length between: ! 


And though there were, at that time, many cele- 
brated geniuſes in Rome, yet you, of all others, 
appeared to me, not only moſt worthy to be my 
model, but, from a ſimilitude of our diſpoſitions, 
moſt eaſy to my imitation. It is particularly a- 
greeable to me therefore to find, that in all com- 
panies where learning is the topic of converſa- 
tion, we are always mentioned together, and 
that my name immediately follows yours. It is 
true, there are ſome who prefer you to me, as o- 
thers, on the contrary, give me the advantage; 
but I am little ſolicitous in what order we are 
placed, fo that we ſtand united; for, in my eſti- 
mation, whoever is next to you muſt be before 
every body elſe. You even ſee “ in wills (unleſs 
in the caſe of particular friendſhip to either of us) 
we are always equally conſidered, and that the le- 


gacies bequeathed to us are generally the ſame, 


both in number and value. Since therefore we 


are thus cloſely linked together by a ſimilitude of 


* It was the peculiar cuſtom of Rome, for the cli- 
ents and dependents of families, to bequeath at their 
death to their patrons ſome conſiderable part of their 
eſtates, as the moſt effectual teitimony of their reſpect 


and gratitude; and the more a man received in this 


way, the more it redounded to his credit. Thus Ci- 
cero mentions it to the honour of Lucullus, that, 
while he governed Aſia as proconſul, many great e- 
ſtates were left to him by will. And Nepos tells us, 
in praiſe of Atticus, that he ſucceeded to many inheri- 
tances of the ſame kind, bequeathed to him on no other 
account, than of his friendly and amiable temper. 
Cicero, when he was falſely reproached by Antony, 
with being negleQed on theſe occaſions, declared in 
his reply, that he had gained from this ſingle article, 
about two hundred thouſand pounds. Mzrddleton's 
- life of Tully, v. 2. 514. | 
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ſtudies, manners, reputation, and even by thoſe 
laſt inſtances of human judgment, ſhould it not 
mutually tend to inflame us with the moſt ardent 
affection? Farewell. bs 


Epift. XXI. Prix v to ConnuTvus. 


123 my deareſt coll ague, and conſult the 
| weakneſs of my eyes, as you injoin me. For 
] came hither in a cvzred litter, in which I was 
as much ſheltered as if I had been in my cham- 
ber. I forbear too (with difficulty indeed, how- 


ever I do forbear) as well writing as reading, and 


ſtudy only with my ears. By drawing the cur- 
tains of my chamber, I make it gloomy, but not 
dark; and when I walk in my covered portico, 1 
fhut the lower range of windows, and by that 
means enjoy as much ſhade as light. Thus I en- 
deavour to accuſtom myſelf to the light by de- 
grees. The bath being of ſervice in this caſe, I al- 


lo myſelf the uſe of it, as I do of wine, becauſe 


it is not judged n but I take it with 
great moderation. I do ſo, 2 know, at all times, 
dut particularly now that 


have * one who nar- 


rowly obſerves me. received the pullet, with 


great pleaſure as coming from you, and weak as 
my eyes ſtill are, they are ſtrong enough howe- 
ver to diſcern it is extremely fat. Farewell. 


_ Exit. XXII. PLiny to Falco. 


VO will be leſs ſurpriſed, that I have fo im- 
portunately preſſe d you to confer the tri- 
buneſhip upon my friend, when you ſhall be in- 
formed who and what he is. As you have pro- 
miſed to ſupport his intereſt, I may now venture 
to acquaint you with his name and character. It 
is Cornelius Minutianus, who both in rank and 
* Ncaring his wife, perhaps, or his phyfician. 
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virtue is the ornament of that province to which 


I owe my birth. His family and fortune are no- 


ble, and yet he purſues his ſtudies with as much 
application, as it the neceſſity of his circumſtan- 
ces required it. He is a mt upright judge, a 
moſt ſtrenuous advocate, 2 moſt faithful iriend. 
You will look upon the aAbligation as done to 
yourſelf, waea you {hail have an opportunity of 
taking a nearer v.ew of this excellent perſon, who 
(not to ſpeak in too lofty terms of ſo modeſt a 
man) is cqual to all tie honours and titles that 
can be conſerred upon him. Farewell. 


Epiſi. XIII. Prixy to FABArus “. 


J Greatly rejoice that you are fo ſtrong, as to 
be able to take a journey to Mediolanum, in 
order to meet Tiro: but that you may continue 
to enjoy that happineſs, let me beg of you to ſpare 
yourſclf a fatizue ſo improper for a man of your 
years. I muſt infift then, that you wait f.r him 
at Comum, and that you do not ſtir out of your 
own houſe, nor even out of your chamber to 


receive him. As 1 love him with the affection 


of a brother, it would be unreaſonable he ſhould 
expect from the perſon whom I honour as my pa- 


rent, a point ef cereinony which he would not 


require of his own. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XXIV. Puiny to GEMINIUSs. 


N Umidia Quadratilla is dead at almoſt four- 

. Y ſcore years of age; freſh and hale till her 
laſt fick reſs, and of a ſtiengh and firmneſs of body 
unuſual to perſons of her iex. She has left a ve- 
ry prudent will, having diſpoſed of two thirds of 
her eſt.te to her grandſon, and the reſt to ber 
orand-daughter. The young lady I know little 

His wife's grandfather. 


of 
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of, but the grandſon is one of the moſt fa- 
vourite and intimate friends I have. He is a 
perſon of ſingular worth, whoſe merit entitles 
him to the affection of a relation, even where 
his blood does not. Though he is extremely 
beautiful, he eſcaped every malicious imp. tation 
both whilſt a boy and when a youth: he was a 
huſband at four and twemy, and would have 
been a father if providence had not d iſappointed 
nis hopes. He lived in the family with his grand- 
mother, who was exceedingly devoted to the 


pleaſures of the town, with great ſeverity of chn- 


duct, yet at the fame time with the utmoſt com- 
pliance. She retained a ſet of pantomimes, and 
was an encouraper of this fort of people to a de- 

ree inconſiſtent with a perſon of her ſex and 
rank. But Quadratus never appeared at theſe en- 
tertainments, not only when ſhe exhibited them. 


in the theatre, but even in her own houſe 3 nor 


indeed did ſhe expect he ſhould. 1 once heard her 
ſay, when ſhe was recommending the ſtudies of 
her grandſon to my inſpection, that it was her 
cuſtom, in order to paſs away ſome of thoſe un- 
employed hours with which female life abounds, 


to amuſe herſelf with playing at cheſs, or ſceing 


tie mimicry of her pantomimes; but that whenever 
ſhe engaged either in the one or the other, ſhe con- 
ſtantly ſent away her grandſon to his ſtudics : a 
cuſtom, I imagine, which ſhe obſerved as much 


out of a certain reverence, as affection, to the 


youth, I was a good deal ſurpriſed, as I am 
perſuaded you will be, at what he told me the 
laſt time the Pontifical “ games were exhibited. 
As we were coming out of the theatre together, 
where we had been entertained with a ſhew of 


The prieſts, as well as other magiſtrates, ex- 
hibited public games to the people when they enter- 
ed upon their office. | 
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theſe pantomimes, Do you know, faid he, this is 
the frjt time I ever ſaw Yuadratilla's freedman 
dance? Such is the character of her grandfon ! 
while a ſet of men of a far different ſtamp, in or- 
der to do honour to Quadratilla, (I am aſhamed 
to employ that word to what, in truth, was but 
the loweſt and groſſeſt flattery), were running up 
and down the theatre, pretending to be ftruck 
with the utmoſt admiration and rapture at the 
performances of thoſe pantomimes, and then mi- 
micking all their geſticulations and repeating the 


ſongs, in order to pay court to the lady patroneſs 
of this company. But now all that theſe theatri- 
cal flatterers have got in return, is only a few 


trifling legacies, which they have the mortifica - 
tion to receive from an heir, who was never fo 
much as preſent at Quadratilla's ſhews. — I ſend 
you this account, as knowing it is not diſagreea- 
ble to you to hear the news of the town, and 
becauſe when any occurrence has given me plea- 
fure, 1 love to renew it again by relating it. 
And indeed this inſtance of affection in Gua. 
dratilla, and the honour done therein to that ex- 
cellent youth her grandſon, has afforded me a ve- 
ry ſenſible ſatisfaction; as I extremely rejoice 
that the houſe which once belonged to Caffus, 
the founder and chief of the * Caſſian ſchool, is 
come into the poſſeſſion of a perſon not leſs con- 
ſiderable than its former maſter. For be aſſured, 
my friend wi. fill it as he ought, and its ancient 
luſtre will again revive under Quadratus, who, 


I am perſuaded, will prove as eminent an orator, 


as Caſſius was a lawyer. Farewell. 


A famous lawyer who flouriſhed in the reign of 
the emperor Claudius: thoſe who followed his opi- 
nion were faid to be Caffiani, or of the ſchool of 
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Epift. XXV. Pr to Rurus. 


Las! what a number of learned men does 
modeſty conceal, or love of eaſe withdraw 

from the notice of the world ! and yet when we 
are going to ſpeak or recite in public, it is the 
judgment only cf oftentatious talents which we 
nd in awe of: whereas, in truth, thoſe who 


ſilently cultivate the ſciences have ſo much a 


higher claim to regard, as they pay a calm vene- 


ration to whatever is great in works of genius: 


an obſervation which I give you upon expe- 
rience. Terentius Junior having paſſed through 
the military offices ſuitable to a perſon of eque- 
ftrian rank, and executed with great integrity 
the poſt of receiver-general of the revenues in 
Narbonenſian Gaul, retired to kis eſtate, prefer- 
ring the enjoyment of an uninterrupted tranquil- 
lity, to thoſe honours which his ſervices had 


merited. He invited me lately to his houſe, 


where, looking upon him only as a worthy ma- 
ſter of a family, and an induſtrious farmer, L 
ftarted ſuch topies of converſation in which I 


imagined he was moſt yerſed. But he ſoon 


turned the diſcourſe, and, with a great fund of 


knowledge, entered upon points of literature. 


With what elegance did he expreſs himſelf in 
Latin and Greek! for he is fo perfectly well ſkill- 
ed in both, that which ever he uſes, feems to be 
the language wherein he particularly excels. 


How extenſive is his reading! how tenacious his 


.memory | You would not imagine him the inha- 


bitant of a country-village, but of polite Athens 
herielf. In ſhort, his ccnverſation has increaſed 
my iolicitude concerning. my works, and taught 


me to fear the judgment of theſe retired country- 


gentlemen, as much as thoſe of more known 
and conſpicuous learning. And let me perſuade 
| | | you 
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ou to conſider them in the ſame light: for be- 
— me, upon 2 careful obſervation, you will 
often find, in theliterary as well as military world, 
moſt formidable abilities concealed under a very 
unpromiſing appearance. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XVI. PIV to Maxinvus. 
* lingering ill neſs of a particular friend 


lately taught me, that we are always moſt 
virtuous in ſickneſs. Where is the man, who, 


under the pain of any diſtemper, is either ſolict- 


ted by avarice or inflamed with luſt ? Ar ſuch a 
ſeaſon he is neither a ſlave of love, nor the fool 
of ambition ; he looks with indiference upon the 
charms of wealth, and is contented with ever fo 


ſmall a portion of it, as being upon the point of 


leaving even that little. It is then he recollects 
there are gods, and that he himſelf is but a man: 
no mortal is then the object of his envy, his ad- 
miration, or his contempt ; and the reports of 
flander neither raiſe his attention, nor feed his 
curioſity : his imagination is wholly employed * 
3. Theſe are the ſub- 
jets of his cares and wiſhes, while he reſolves, 


if he ſhould recover, to paſs the remainder of his 


days in eafe and tranquillity, that is, in inno- 


cence and happineſs. I may therefore lay down 


to you and myſelf a ſhort rule, which the philo- 


ſophers have endeavoured to inculcate at the ex- 


penſe of many words, and even mary volumes; 


| that we ſhould practiſe in health, thoſe re ſo- 


« Jlutions we form in ſickneſs.“ Farewell. 


It is probable that fevers were the peculiar dif- 
temper of Rome, as Pliny in his general alluſions to 
diſorders of the body, ſeems always to conſider them 
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Epilt. XXVII. Privy to SURA. 
02 preſent receſs from buſineſs gives you 


an opportunity to feach, and me to learn 
from you. I would therefore willingly know 
your ſentiments concerning ſpectres, whether 
you believe they have a real form, and are a fort 
of divinities, or only the falſe impreſſions of a 
terrified imagination ? What particularly inclines 
me to give credit to their exiſtence, is a ſtory 
which I heard of Curtius Rufus. When he was 
in low circumſtances and unknown in the world, 
he attended the governor of Africa into that 
province. One evening as he was walking in 
the public portico, he was extremely ſurpriſed 
with the figure of a woman which appeared to 
him, of a ſize and beauty more than human. She 
told him ſhe was the tutclar power that prefi- 
ded over Africa, and was come to inform him of 
the future events of his life : that he ſhould go 
back to Rome, where he ſhould be raiſed to the 
higheſt honours, and return to that province in - 
veſted with the proconſular dignity, and there 
ſhould die. Accordingly every circumſtance of 
this prophecy was actually accompliſhed. It is 
ſaid farther, that upon his arrival at Carthage, as 
he was coming out of the ſhip, the ſame figure 
accoſted him upon the ſhore. It is certain, at 
leaft, that being ſeized with a fit of i lneſs, though 
there were no ſymptoms in bis caſe that led his 
attendants to deſpair, he inſtantly gave up all 
hope of recovery; judging, it ſhould ſeem, of the 
truth of the future part cf the prediction, by that 
which had already been fulfilled, and ot the miſ- 
fortune which threatened him, by the ſucceſs 
which he had experienced. Io this ſtory let me 
add another as remarkable as the former, but at- 
tended with circumſtances of great horror ; which 
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I will give you exactly as it was related to me. 
There was at Athens a large and ſpacious houſe, 
which lay under the diſrepute of being haunted. 
In the dead of the night a noiſe, reſembling the 
claſhing of iron was frequently heard, which, if 
you liſtened more attentively, founded like the 
rattling of chains; at firſt it ſeemed at a diſtance, 
but approached nearer by degrees : immediately 
afterward a ſpectre appeared in the form of an old 
man, extremely meagre and ghaſtly, with a long 
beard and diſhevelled hair, rattling the chains on 
his feet and hands. The poor inhabitants in the 
mean while paſſed their nights under · the moſt 
dreadful terrors imaginable. This, as it broke 
their reſt, ruined their health, and threw them 


into diſtempers, which, together with their hor- 


rors of mind, proved in the end fatal to their 
lives. Even in the day-time, though the ſpirit 
did not appear, yet the remembrance of it made 
ſuch a ſtrong impreflion upon their imaginations, 
that it ſtill ſeemed before their eyes, and conti- 
nually alarmed them, though it was no longer pre- 
ſent. By this means the houſe was at laſt deſert- 
ed, as being judged by every body to be abſolutely 
uninhabitable ; 65 that it was now entirely aban- 
doned to the ghoſt. However, in hopes that 
ſome tenant might be found who was ignorant of 
this gre it calamity which attended it, a bill was 
put up, giving notice, that it was either to be let 
or ſold. It happened that Athenodorus the phi- 
loſopher came to Athens at this time, and read- 
ing the bill, inquired the price. The extraor- 
dinary cheapneſs raiſed his ſuſpicion ; neverthe- 
leſs, when he heard the whole ſtory, he was fo 
far from being diſcouraged, that he was more 
ſtrongly inclined to hire it, and, in ſhort, actu- 
ally did ſo. When it grew towards evening, he 


ordered a couch to be prepared for him in the 


forepart of the houſe, and after calling for a 
light, 
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light, together with his pen and tablets, he di- 


rected all his people to retire. But that his mind 
might not, for want of employment, be open to 
the vain terrors of imaginary noiſes and ſpirits, 
he applied himſelf to writing with the utmoſt at- 
tention. I he firſt part of the night paſſed with 
uſual ſilence, when at length the chains began to 
rattle : however, he neither lifted up his eyes, 


nor laid down his ren, but diverted his obſerva- 


tions by purſuing his ſtudies with greater earneſt- 
neſs. TI he noiſe increaſed and advanced nearer, 
till it ſeemed at the door, and at laſt in the cham- 
ber. He looked up and faw the ghoſt exactly 
in the manner it had been deſcribed to him: it 
flood before him, beckoning with the finger. 
Athenodorus made a ſign with his hand that it 
ſhould wait alittle, and threw his eyes again upon 

his papers, but the ghoſt ſtill rattling his chains in 


his ears, he looked up and faw him beckoning as 


before. Upon this he immediately aroſe, and 
with the light in his hand, followed it. The 
ghoſt flowly ſtalked along, as if encumbered with 
his chains, and turning into the area of the 
houſe, ſuddenly vaniſhed. Athenodorus being 
thus deſerted, made a mark with ſome graſs and 
leaves where the ſpirit left him. The next day 
he gave information of this to the magiſtrates, 
and adviſed them to order that ſpot to be dug up. 
This was accordingly done, and the Tele- 
ton of a man in chains was there found; for the 
body having lain a conſiderable time in the 
ground was putrefied and moulcered away from 
the fetters. Ihe bones being collected together 


were publicly buried, and thus after the ghoſt 


was appeaſed by the proper ceremonies, the houſe 
was haunted no more. This ſtory I believe 
upon the credit of others; what I am going to 
mention I give you upon my own. I have · a 
freedman, named Marcus, who is by no means 

| illiterate. 


” XX. 38- REES; 
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illiterate. One * night as he and his younger 
brother were lying together, he fancied he ſaw 


ſomebody upon his bed, who took out a pair of 


ſciſſars, and cut off the hair from the top part of 
his head; and in the morning, it appeared the 
boy's hair was aCtually cut, and the clippings lay 
ſcattered about the floor. A ſhort time after this, 
an event of the like nature contributed to give 
credit to the former ſtory. A young lad of my 
family was ſleeping in his apartment with the reſt 
of his companions, when two perſons clad in 
white came in (as he tells the ſtory) through the 
windows, and cut off his hair as he lay, and as 
ſoon as they had finiſhed the operation, returned 
the ſame way they entered. | he next morning 
it was found that this buy had bren ſerved juſt as 
tue other, and with the very fame circumſtance 
of the hair ſ;read about the room. Nothing 
remarkable indeed followed theſe events, unlets 
that I eſcaped a proſecution, in which, if Domi- 
tian (during wheſe reign this happened) had 
lived ſome time longer, I ſhould certainly have 

* "Thoſe who are unaequainted with the genius of 
the ancient Romaus, may be inclined to think mean- 


ly of our author's judgment, from this and the fol- 


lowing ftory ; but when it is remembered that the 
greateſt cbara ders which we meet with among that 


illuſtricus people, are all trongly marked with a vein 


of ſuperſtition, 10 particular charge of weak creduli- 


ty can with juſtice be brought from hence agalatt Pli- 


ny. The truth | is, it was a national turn, and coun- 
tenancca by the coaftitution of their government, inlo- 


much that omens, even of the luweit kind, were con- 


ſidered previous to every fep either of foreign or do- 
meſtic concern: and the + '3{1eſ and graveit of their hi- 
ſtorians, the) judicious Liey not excepted, have given 
into accounts of this nature. Even a noble hiſtorian 
in England has not ſcrupled to inſert a relation of the 
ſame Line ard credibility „in his hiſtory of the civil 
Wals. 

been 
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deen involved. For, after the death of that em- 


peror, articles of impeachment againſt me were 


found in his ſcrutoire, which had been exhibited 
by Carus. It may therefore be conjectured, fince 
it is cuſtomary for perſons under any public 
accuſation to let their hair grow, this cutting off 
the hair of my ſervants was a fign I ſhould e- 
ſcape the immitient danger that threatened me. 
Let me deſire you then maturely to conſider this 
queſtion. The ſubje& merits your examination ; 
as, I truſt, I am not myſelf altogether unworthy 
to participate of the abundance of your ſuperior 
knowledge. And though you ſhould, with your 
uſual ſcepticiſm, balance between two opinions, 
yet I hope you will throw the weightier reaſons 
on one fide, left, whilſt I confult you in order 
to have my doubts ſettled, you ſhould diſmils me 
in the ſame ſuſpenſe and uncertainty that oc- 
caſioned this application. Farewell. 


Epi/t. XXVIII. Privy to Srerrrius. 


VO fay that certain perſons have condemnu- 

ed me to you, as being upon all occaſions 
too prodigal in commendation cf my friends. 
I acknowledge the charge, and glory in it too. 
For what is more honourab!e than the error of 
an exceſs of benevoience! But ſtill, who are 
theſe, let me aſk, that are better acquainted with 
my friends than I am myſcl*? Vet grant there are 
any ſuch, why will they deny me ſo pleaſing a 
miſtake ? For ſuppoſing my friends deferve not 
the high encomiums | give them, certainly I am 


mend then this ungenerous ſtriftneſs to thoſe (and 
their number is not inconſiderable) wh.) imagine 


their cenſure. As for mylelf, they will never 
B b a 


Voi. II. able 


they ſhew their judgment, when they nous 
e 


| 
| 


happy in believing they do. Let them recom- * 
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able to purſuade me I can be guilty of an exceſs 
in friendſhip. Farewell. 


Evift. XXIX. Priny to MonTAxvs. 


VO will laugh, and then you will be pro- 

voked to anger; then again you will laugh, 
if you read what you will ſcarce give credit to 
without reading. I lately obſerved in the Ti- 
Lurtine road, near the firſt-mile ſtone, a monu- 
ment erected to the memory of * Pallas, with 
the following inſcription : TRE SENATE DE- 
CREED TO HIM, AS A REWARD FOR HIS FI- 
DELITY AND AFFECTION TO HIS PATRONS, 
THE HUNOUR OF THE PRETORIAN ORNA- 
MENTS, TOGETHER WITH THE SUM OF FIF- 


TEEN MILLION OF SESTERCES; BUT HE WAS 


CONTENTED WITH ACCEPTING ONLY THE 
HONOUR. I am not indeed apt to wonder at 
diſtinctions of this fort, which oftener proceed 
from fortune than judgment ; but I could not 
help refleting when J read this inſcription, how 
empty and ridiculous are thoſe honours, which 
are thus ſometimes thrown away upon dirt and 
infamy; which ſuch a raſcal, in ſhort, had the 
:tfurance both to accept and to refuſe, and then 
fet himſelf forth to poſterity as an example of 
fngular moderation]! Yet why ſhould it raiſe 
my indignation ? rather let me treat it as a mat- 
ter to be laughed at, that perſons of this charac- 


ter may not flatter themſelves they have obtained 


any thing very conſiderable, when their ſucceſs 
only expoſes them to ridicule. Farewell. 


He was at firſt a ſlave in the court of Claudius 
Cæſar, who afterwards gave him his freedom, and 
raiſed him to his chief favour. The patrons men- 
tioned in this inſcription, are that emperor and his 
conſort Agrippina, to whom Pallas had likewiſe re- 
. commended himſelf by ſome fignal ſervices 
| . Epiſt. 


hw % FLINY. a1 


Epiſt. xxx. PliIN V to GENTITOR. 


AM grea ly troubled to find, as you write me, 

I that you have loſt a pupil, a youth of the 
greateſt hopes, by whoſe ſickneſs and death, 
need not be informed, that your ſtudies muſt 
have been interrup:ed ; fince you are the ſtricteſt 
obſerver of all the duties of life, and ſince your 
affection is unlimited to all thole to whom you 
ive your eſteem. ' As for myſelf, buſineſs pur- 
— me even hither, and 1 am not out of he 
reach of people who oblige me to act either as 
their judge, or their arbitrator. To this I muſt 
add, not only the coniinual complaints of the 
farmers, who claim a hrt of prefcrip:ion to try 


my patience as they pleuſe; but the neceflity of 


letting out my farms: an affair which gives me 


much trouble, as it is exceedingly difficult to find 


out proper tenants. For theſe reafons I can on- 


ly ſtudy by ſnatches; ſtill however I ftudy. [ 
{»meiimes read, and ſometimes I compoſe; but 
my reading teaches me, by a very mortifying 


compariſon, with what ill fucceſs I attempt to be 


an author myſeif. Though indeed you give me 


great encouragement, when you compare the 


piece I wrote in vindication of Helvidius, to the 


oration of Demoſthenes againſt Midias. I con- 


feſs ] had that harangue in my view when I com- 


poſed mine; not that I pretend to rival it, (that 
would be an abſurd and mad attempt indeed), but 
I endeavoured, I own, to imitate it, as far as the 
difference of our ſubjects would admit, and az 
nearly as a genius of the loweſt rank can copy 
one of the higheſt. Farewell. 


Edit. XXXI. Prix to Connutus.. 


Laudius Pollio deſires your friendſhip. L 
think him worthy of it, not only for that 
Bb 2 | realon, 
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reaſon, but becauſe he gives you his; as few ever 
require the one, without returning the other. 
He is an upright, honeſt, good-natured man, 
and modeſt, I had almoſt ſaid, beyond meaſure; 


if indeed it is poſſible to be ſo. We ſerved in 


the army together, where he commanded a troop 
of horſe, and I had an opportunity of taking a 
nearer view of his character, than merely what 
his teing my fellow-officer gave me. I was ap- 
pointed by the lieutenant-general to examine the 
accounts of the ſeveral companies, and as I diſ- 
covered many inſtances of groſs avarice and neg- 


lect of duty in ſome, fo 1 found the higheſt in- 


tegrity and exacteſt care in him. He was after- 
wards promoted to very conſiderable employ- 
ments in the management of the revenue, yet no 
temptations could turn aſide the innate bias of 
his foul from honeſty, no proſperity ſwell his 
breaſt, but he preſerved, in all the variety of poſts 
through which he paſſed, an unbroken reputa- 
tion of humanity; as he ſupported the toils of 


buſineſs with the ſame fortitude of mind he now 


diſcovers in his retreat. He once indeed quitted 
his retirement for a ſhort time, with great ap- 

lauſe, being called by my worthy friend Corel- 
Rus to his affiſtance, in purchaſing and dividing 


out thoſe lands which were given by the liberali- 


ty of the emperor * Nerva. And could there be 
any thing mor? to his honour, than to be thus 
particularly ſingled out from ſo many others, by 
a perſon of ſo eminent a character? You may 
judge bow faithfully he reveres the facred ties of 
friendſhip, by caſting your eyes upon the laſt 


wills of ſeveral of his friends, particulary that of 


* Nerva reſtored to the Romans all that Domitian 
had plundered them of, and gave a very large ſum 
of money to be laid out in the purchaſe of lands for 
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Muſonius Baſſus, a perſon of diſtinguiſhed ſenſe. 
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=: particularly by an increaſe of citizens, as that 
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Pollio (as he cultivates eloquence as well as. 
every other valuable endowment) has very grate- 
fully endeavoured to ruate and extend the 
memory of Baſſus, by publiſhing an. account of 
his life; a circumſtance too uncommon, as well 
as too generous, not to be applauded, fince the 
generality of the world ſeldom mention the dead, 
unleſs to revile them. Receive then this worthy 
man, greatly defirous (believe me) of your friend- 
ſhip, with the embraces of the warmeſt affection, 
and everr invite him to accept of it as what you 
owe him; for he who makes the firſt amicable 
advances, cannot fo properly be ſaid to merit a 
fayour, as a reward. Farewell. 


Epiſ. XXXII. Prixy to Fasa rue. 
1 AM much pleaſed that the arrival of my friend 


Tiro was agreeable to you. But I am chief- 
ly overjoyed that you made uſe (as your letter 
informs me) of the opportunity which the pre- 
ſence of the proconſul aff,rded you, of manumi- 
fing feveral of your ſlaves, For as I wiſh to ſee 
our country improved. by every poſſible method, 


of all others is the ſtrongeſt ornament a commu- 

ity can receive. I am pleaſed too (not out of 
a ſpirit of vanity, however I confeſs I am plea- 
fed) with what you farther add, that both you 
and 1 were highly extolled, in the acknowledg- 
ments which were made upon this occaſion ; for, 


as Xenophon obſerves, the voice of praiſe is. 


« ſweet;” eſpecially when we think we. deſcrve 
it. Farewell. 


5 Epift. XXXIII. Prixr to Tacrrus. 
1 Preſage (and I flatter myſelſ I ſhall not be de- 
ceived) that yur «YE will be immortal. 
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I ingenuouſly own therefore *, I ſo much the more 
earneſtly wiſh to find a place in them. If we 
are generally careful to have our faces taken by 


As ſome ingenious writers have affected to draw 
a compariſon between our author and Cicero, to the 
diſadvantage of the former; it will not, it is hoped, 
be thought improper to ſet before the reader an in- 
tance, where Pliny greatly outſhines that noble ex- 
ample he was, upon all occaſions, ſo defirous of 
copying. There 1s a letter of Cicero's extant, to the 
fame purpoſe as this of Pliny's, addreſſed to his friend 
Lucceius *, who was writing the hiſtory of his own 
times. The agreeable Montaign condemus them 
both as niftances of immoderate ambition; and ob- 
ſerves, that ! fortune, as it were, in pure ſpite, has 
* taken care to hand down to us the vanity of theſe 
* requeſts, while ſhe has long fince deſtroyed the 
% hittorres they ſolicited.” Let it be remarked, how- 
ever, in juſtice to our author, that, upon a compariſon 
of the two letters, the ambition of Pliny will appear 
f:r more reaſonable than that of Cicero ; for the lat- 
ter does not ſeruple to preſs his friend to tranſgrefs 
the rules of hiſtory, and break through the bonne of 
truth in his favour : Te plane etiam atque etiam rogo, 
ut et ornas ca wvehementius etiam quam fortaſſe ſentis, 
et in ea lege; hiſtorie negligas, amerique noſtro pluſcu- 
lum etiam quam concedit weritas largire: whereas 
Pliny, with a far nobler ſpirit, expreſsly declares he 
does not defire Tacitus ſhould heighten the fact, and 
that-aQions of real worth need mh to be ſet in their 
true light. In Cicero's letter we read the extrava- 
ant dictates of the moſt immoderate ambition; and 
he himſelf confeſſes he had not the aſſurance to 
look his friend in the face while he propoſed them: 
| Eoram me tecum eadem hac agere ſæpe conantem de- 
terruit f:der : in Pliny's we fee nothing but what is 
agreeable to cool ſenſe, and the honeft ambition of 
one who was conſcious he had acted well, and de- 
firous poſterity ſhould know it. 


* Ep. fam. |. c. 12. | 
P 3 4 


ſuis, where Senecio ſpoke what he thought pro- 
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the beſt artiſts, ht we not to defire that our 
actions may be celebrated by an author of your 
diſtinguiſhed character? in view to this, I ac- 
quaint you with the following affair, which 
though it cannot have eſcaped your attention, as 
it is mentioned in the journals of the public, ſtill 
L acquaint you with it, that you may be more 
ſenſible how agreeable it will be to me, that this 
action, greatly heightened by the hazard which at- 


tended ir, ſhould receive an additional luſtre from 
the — of fo m_— a genius. The ſenate 


àppdinted Herennius Senecio and myſelf coun- 
ſe] for the province of Bœtica, in their proſecu- 
tion of Bœbius Maſſa. He was condemned, 
and the houſe ordered his effects to be ſeized into 
the hands of the public officer. Shortly after, 
Sen cio, having learned that the conſuls intended 
to ſir to hear petitions, came to me, and propoſed 
that we ſhould go together, and addreſs them 
with the ſame unanimity we executed the office 
which had been injoined us, that they would not 
ſuffer Maſſa's effects to be diffipated by thoſe 
who were appointed to preſerve them. I an- 
fwered, that as we had been counſel in this cauſe 
by order of the ſenate, I would recommend it to 
his conſideration, whether it would be proper for 
us, after ſentence had paſſed, to intermeddle any 
farther. ** You are at liberty,” ſaid he, ©* to pre- 
& fcribe what bounds you pleaſe to yourſelf, who 
* have no particular connections with the pro- 
„ vince, except what ariſe from your late ſer- 
ec yices to them; but it is not ſo with me, who 
& was born tnere, and enjoyed the poſt of que - 
ce ſtor among them.” If ſuch, I told him, was 


his determined reſolution, I was ready to attend 


him, that whatever reſentment ſhould be the 


conſequence of this affair, it might not fall ſingly 


upon himſelf Accordingly we went to the con- 


per 
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the occaſion, to which I ſubjoined a 
29888 We had ſcarce ended, 
when Maſſa, complaining that Senecio had not 
ated againft him with the fidelity of an advocate, 
but the bitterneſs of N deſired he might 
be at liberty to proſecute him for treaſon. The 
whole aſſembly was ſtruck with the utmoſt con- 
flernation horror at this motion. I imme 
diately roſe up: Moſt noble conſuls,” faid I, 
« am afraid it e 
4 citly charged me wi vi him in 
*. bs cout fince he did — think proper to 
« join me in the deſired proſecution. This 
ſhort ſpeech was extremely well received by 
thoſe who were preſent ; as it ſoon after 


got air, and was mentioned by every body with 


neral applauſe. The late emperor Nerva, (who 
— at that time in a private ſtation, yet gave 
attention to every worihy action which paſſed in 
public) wrote a letter to me upon the occaſion 
with great good ſenſe, wherein he not only con- 
gratulated me, but the age, which had produced 


an example ſo much in the ſpirit (as he was 


pleaſed to call it) of the ancients. what- 
ever it be, it is in your power to heighten and 
m_  _ ; far am | from de- 
ing you would in the | 
of reality. Hiſtory ought to be guided by ſtrict 
truth, and worthy actions require nothing more. 
Farewell. 


BOOK 


exceed the bounds © 


Eai 


| 
= 
— 
2 
2 


— 
＋ 


3.817527 


F. 4 


r ỹ•:Uij AA Xx. . a. . e@ zu £2. 


Exiſt. 1. : or P L IN T. 297 


BOOK VI. 
Epift. I. Pr to Szrrrrius. 


Perſormed m rney happily, excepti 
1 that ſome 338 — an — 


diſpoſition by the exceſſive heats. Poor 
Encolpius, my reader, whoſe affiftance is of 
ice to me in my ſtudies and amuſements, 
was ſo affected with the duft, that it occaſioned 
his ſpitting of blood: an accident which will 
pore as unfortunate to me, as to himſelf, ſhould 

be thereby rendered unfit for thoſe purpoſes 
of — in which he ſo greatly excels. If 
that ſhould unhappily be the event, where ſhall 
I find one who will read my works with ſo much 
ſpirit and harmony, or admire them with fo 
much fondneſs? But the gods ſeem to favour 
our better hopes, as his bleeding is ſtopped, and 
his pain abated. He is himſelf extremely tem 
perate ; as no care or concern is wanting either 
on our parts or his phyſician's. This, with 
the whoieſomeneſs of the air, and the quiet of 
retirement, gives us reaſon to expect, that the 
country will contribute as much to his health, as 


| to his repoſe. Farewell. 


Epift. II. Prix v to Caiviews. 


Ther people go to their eſtates in order to 
gain money ; whilſt [ 7 to mine only to 
return ſo much the poorer. I had fold my vin- 
tage to the merchants, who were extremely ea- 


9 Perſons of rank and literature among the Ro- 
mans, retained in their families a domeſtic, wheſe 
ſole buſineſs was to read * 


ger 
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ger to purchaſe it, encouraged by the price it 
then bore, and what it was probable it would 
tiſe to: however, they were diſappointed in their 
expectations. Upon this occaſion to have made 
the ſame general abatement to all, would have 
been much the eaſieſt, though not ſo equitable a 
method. But juſtice, according to my eſtimate, 
is the nobleſt of all virtues, and to be purſued in 
one's domeſtic as well as public conduct; in mi- 
nute, as in great affairs; and in our own, as well 
as in the concerns of others. And if every de- 
viation from rectitude is equally * criminal, every 
approach to it muſt be equally laudable. In the 
firſt place then, I remieted to all in general one 
eighth part of the price they had agreed to give 
me, that none might go away without a mark of 
my liberality: in the next, I particularly conft- 
dered thofe who having advanced large ſums to- 
"wards their purchaſe, and done me ſo much the 
more ſervice, and had been greater ſufferers 
themſelves. To thoſe therefore, who bought of 
me to the value of more than ten thouſand ſeſter- 
ces, I gave back (over and beſide that which I 
may call the general and common eighth) a 
tenth part of what they had paid above that ſum. 
L do not know whether I expreſs myſelf clearly 
; I will endeavour to explain my mean- 
ing more fully: for inſtance, ſuppoſe a man had 
purchaſed of me to. the value of fifteen thouſand 
ſeſterces, I remitted to him one eighth part of that 
whole ſum, and likewiſe one tenth of five thou- 
ſand. Beſides this, as ſeveral had depoſited, in 
different proportions, part of the price they had 
agreed to pay, whilſt others had advanced no- 
thing; I thought it would not be agrecable to 
equity, that all theſe ſhould be favoured with the 


It was a doctrine maintained by the Stoics, that 
all crimes are equal. 
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ſame undiſtinguiſhed remiſſion. To thoſe there- 
fore who had made any payments, I returned a 
tenth part upon each of the ſums ſo paid. By 
this means I made a proper acknowledgment to 
each of them, according to their reſpective de- 
ſerts; and likewiſe encouraged them, not only 
to deal with me for the future, but to be forward 
in their payments. This inſtance of my good 
nature or my judgment (call it which you pleaſe) 


was a very conſiderable expenſe to me. Howe- 


ver, I found my account in it ; for all the coun- 
try greatly approved both of this uncommon 
piece of generofity, and the method in which I 
conducted it. Even thoſe whom I did not mea- 
ſure (as they fay) by the ſame ell, but diftinguiſh- 


ed according to their ſeveral degrees, thought 


themſelves obliged to me, in proportion to the 
integrity of their diſpoſitions; and went away 


pleaſed with having experienced, that not with 


me 
* The brave and mean an equal honour find. 


Farewell. 


Epiſt. II. Prixv to sranxsus. 


OU write me, that the book which I latel 
ſent you, of all my works, is your 4 
favourite. The ſame judgment has likewiſe been 
paſſed upon it by another of my very learned 


friends: and I am the more inclined to believe 


that neither of you is miſtaken, not only as it is 
improbable you both ſhould, but becauſe 1 am 
much difpol: 

ways, indeed, have my laſt performance appear 
the moſt finiſhed ; and for that reaſon prefer the 


ſpeech I lately publiſhed, to that which you men- 


tion. I will fend it you as ſoon as I can meet 
with a fafe conveyance. And now I have raiſed 
** Hom. II. lib. 9. ver. 319. 

Ag +! your 


ed to flatter myſelf. I would al- 
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our expectations of this piece, I doubt you will 


diſappointed when it comes to your hands. In 


the mean while, h wever, you may expect it as 
ſomething that will pleaſe you : and who knows 
but it may? Farewell. 


Epiſt. IV. Priuv to Caninivs. 


VO cannot do better than in preparing to 
write a poem upon the Dacian * war : for 
where could you have choſen a ſubject fo new, 
ſo full of events, ſo extenſive, and fo poetical ? a 
ſubject, which while it has all the marvellous of 
fiction, has all the ſolidity of truth. You will 

pr rivers taught to flow in new channels ; 
cot bridges thrown over immenſe rivers; of en- 

campments upon the dreadful ſteep of craggy 

mountains, and of a mighty king + fuperior to ad- 
verſity, though forced to abandon his crown, 
and even his life. You will deſcribe too the 
glorious victot's double triumph, one of which 
was the firſt that was ever gained over that na- 
tion, till then unſubdued, as the other will be 
the laſt. There is one difficulty however, and a 
very conſiderable one it is, where to find expreſ-. 
ſions equal to the grandeur of the ſubject; a 
difficulty which ſeems almoſt inſuperable even to 

your elevated genius, though capable of riſing to 


Dacia comprehended part of the preſent king- 
dom of Hungary, together with part of Tranfilvania, 
Servia, Walachia, and Moldavia. It was fir fub- 
dued and added to the Romen empire by Trajan, in 

of whoſe victories over this nation, the fa- 
mois pillar is ſuppoſed to have been erected, called 
Trajan's pillar, which is ſtill to be ſeen entire at 


+ Decebalus, king of the Dacians, who rather 
than fall into the hands of the conqueror, or live in 
dependence, put an end to his own life. 
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the moſt ſublime ſubjects. Something too there 
will be of labour in reconciling thoſe barbarous 
and uncouth names, cſpecial'y that of the king 
himſelf, to the harmony of Grecian numbers. 
There is nothing however fo hard, that art and 
induſtry cannot, at leaſt, mitigate, if not abſo- 
lutely fubdue. If Homer is allowed to contract 
or lengthen, or change cven Grecian names, 


which are nothing harſh to the ear, in order to 


make them run more ſmoothly in his verſe ; why 
ſhould the fame liberty be refuſed to you, e- 


ſpecially fince it is neccflity, and not affectation, 


that pleads for that indulgence? Come on then, 
my friend, and after having, as poets are wont, 
invoked the gods, and among the reſt, that di- 
vine hero, whoſe mighty de:ds and deep counſel; 
you are going to celebrate, looſen all your cor- 


dage, ſpread every fail, and then, if ever, launch 


forth with the full flow of your unbounded pe- 
nius :——for you muſt allow me to be poetical, 


when J am talking to a poet. And now I in- 


fit that you ſend me every part, as ſooit as it 
has received your laſt finiſhing touches; and 


even before, while it is only a rude ſketch, and 
yet in embryo. You will tell me, that a de- 


tached piece cannot pleaſ:, like one entire de- 
ſign, nor an unfniſhed plan be as agreeable 2s 

complete performance. I am very ſenſible it 
cannot, and therefore ſhall conſider it only as a 


work in its firit rudimen:s, as a ſeparate and dit- 


joined member; and ſhall faichfully lay it up iu 
my ſcrutoite, to wait your laſt hand. Indulge 


me then with this inſtance, above others, of your 


affection, that you ſuifer me to be privy to what 
ou would chuſe to conceal even from every 
body. In a word, though the more time and 
caution you take in communicating your works, 
the more, pofſioly, it may heighten my efteem 
and approbation of the poet, yet the leſs you ule 
Vo. HM. Ce "M0 
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of either upon this occaſion, the more I ſhall cer- 
tainly love and applaud the friend. Farewell. 


Epiſt. V. Plixx to Grulxtus. 
R friend Macrinus has reccived a hea 
wound. He has loſt his wife! a lady 
wack: uncemmon virtues would have rerdered 
her an ornament eve to ancient times. He 
lived tn her thirty-nine years in the moſt ur in- 
terrupted harmony. How reſpectful was her de- 
baviour to him! and how did ihe herſelf deſerve 
the higheſt vencration, as ſhe blended and united 
in her character, all thoſe amiable virtues that 
adorn and diſtinguiſh the different periods of 
female life! It ſhould, methinks, afford great 
conſolation to Macrinus, that he has thus lon: 
enjoyed ſo exquiſite a bleſſing. But that reflection 
ſeems only ſo much the more to imbitter his 
loſs; as indeed the pain of parting with our hap- 
pineſs, ſtill riſes in proportion to the length of 
its continuance. I cannot therefore but be great- 
ly anxious for fo valuable a friend, till this 
wound to his peace ſhall be in a condition to ad- 
mit of proper applications. Time however, to- 
gether with the neceflity of the thing, and even 
a fatiety of grief itſelf, will beſt effect his cure. 
Farewell. 


Epi. VI. Priny to MonTaxus. 

OU muft already have known by my laſt 
letter, that J obſerved lately upon a mo- 
nument erected to the memory of Pallas, the ſol- 

| lowing inſcription * : The ſenate decreed to hin, as 

_ a reward for his fidelity and affeftion ta his patrons, 

the honour of the Pretorian ornaments, together with 

the ſum of fifteen millians of ſc/erces : Lut he was 
contented with accepting only the honcur. I afier- 

See book . let. 29. 
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wards thought it worth while to ſearch for this 
decree, and found it run in a itrain fo very ex- 
travagant, tha: this proud ia'criptiun ſcems' mo- 
deſt and humble to it. The clogiums which 
have been given to the moſt illuit:ous Romans, 
do not ſay thoſe of more remote aniiquity, as 
the Scipios and the Rlummii; but (to come 
nearer our own times) the Xlarii, the Syllas, 


and the Pompey”, fa'l 2 ſhort of thoſe. 


which have been laviſhed upon Palles. Was it 
a ſpirit of banter, fhall I ſuppoſe, or a principle 
of ſlavery that produced this decree ? | would 
aſcribe it to the former, were not raiilery un- 
becoming the dignity of the ſenate. Xlyſt it be 
attributed then to the moſt abject ſubjetion ? 
Yet who is ſo wretchedly funk as to ſubmit to 
ſuch meanneis ! Or was it the luſt of ambition 
that gave birth to thi; decrec, and the author, 
perhaps, propoſed it with a view of paving tha 
wiy to his own advancement * Hut whom can 


ve ſuppoſe ſo mad as to d fire to raile himſelſ ac 


the expenſe both of his own and the public ho- 
nour, and that in a community where to be firft 
in rank was only to be firſt in flattery of Pallas ? 
Not to mention their offering to a flave the Præ- 


torian honours ; they were ſlaves themſelves wo 


did ſo: to paſs by that part of their decree, where 
they ſay that Pallas ought not only to bu entreat- 
ed, but compelled to wear the * golden ring: no 
doubt it was not confiſtent with the dignity of 
the ſ:nats, that a perfon of Prætorian rank ſhould 

ear an iron one: not to take nctice, I ſay, of 
theſe ſlighter inſtances, let us obſerve the foltow- 
ing very extraordinary clauſe: Te erate. (and 


was it not purified after fo vile a pollution?) the 


None but knights and ſenators had the privilege 


of wearing a gold ring; as an iron one was a badge 
of ſervitude. | 
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ſenate returns thanks to Claudius, not only for the 
honourable mention he himſelf was pleaſed to make of 
Pallas, but for the opportunity afferded the houſe of 
teftifying their goed wil towards him. It was high- 
ly to the credit, no doubt, of the ſenate, not to 
appear deficient in point of gratitude to Pallas! 
It goes on: That Pallas, to whom every man, ac- 
cording 12 his abilities, acknotwledges his ol ligatians, 
may receive the juſt reward of his fidelity and ſingu- 
lar ſervices. Would one not imagine that he had 
exiended the bourds of the empire, or, at leaſt, 
preſerved the armies of the ſtate ? But it proceeds: 
Vince no ec:afion mere agrecable cauld preſent itſelf to 
the ſenate and the Roman people, of exercifing thiir 
liberality, than an :pportumity F rewarding one who 
kad provedmſelf fo honeſt and diſintereſted un gar- 
dian of the emperor's finances —Such was the 
glorious ambition of the ſenate at that time; ſuch 
the higheft pleaſure of the people; ſuch the moſt 
agreeable cccaſion of excrciling their liberality, 
to have an opportunity of exhauſting the public 
treaſures upon Pallas ! It follows; the ſenate theres 
fore vated that fifteen millions of feſterces ſhould be 
id him out of the treaſury, and, as he has a ſcul 
far above d.fires of this kind, that the emperor ſhould 
be fo much the mare ftrongly entreated to uſe his au- 
thority with Pallas, to oblige him to comply with the 
inclination of the ſenate. Nothing more indeed 
ſee:ned wanting to complete this extraordinary 
. ſcene, than that the imperial authority ſhould in- 
terpoſ2 ; that Pallas thould be preſſed to yield to 
the ſenate ; that Cæſar himſelf ſhould be called in 
to oppoſe this infolent piece of ſelf. denĩal, left 
the humble Pallas ſhould refuſe fifteen millions of 
ſeſterces! He refuſed, nevertheleſs, the offer the 
publie made him of this immenſe ſum; the only 
thing he could poſſibly have done more arrogant 
than accepting it. Vet even this the ſenate ap- 
plauded, and ſeems to lament in the a 
clauſe. 
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clauſe. But whereas cur excellent prince and f other 
of his country has, at the inſtance of Pa!lus, expreſſed 
bis diſire to have that part of the vote remitted wich 
» elates to the giving him fifteen milliams of ſeſterces 
cut of the treaſury, the ſenate declares, th::t it was 
with much willingneſs and great juſinefs they voted, 
among ft other honours, the faid intended ſum to Pale 
las, upon account of his fidelity and vigilance : h 
ener, in compliance wit) the emperar's inclination, 
tobih they think caunot without imprety be oppoſed 
in any inſtance, they obey it even in this. Figure 
to yourtelf Pallas entering his proteſt, as it were, 
gainſt the decree of the ſenate; moderating the 
honours which were offercd him, and refuſing. 
as ſomething much more valuable, the ſitteen 


millions, when at the ſame time he accepted the 


Pratorian ornaments, as a preſent of an inferior 
nature, Repreſent to yourſalf Cæſar yielding to 
the entreaties of his freedman in the face of the 
ſenate, or rather indeed, obeying his commands; 
for in ſuch a caſe, to propoſe, is to command. 
Imagine the ſenate declaring in every clauſe of 
this degree, that it was wih great willingneſs 
and juſtice the houſe intended, among other ho- 
nours, to preſent Pallas with this fam ; and that 
it would have perſiſted in doing fo, but for the 
inclination of the emperor, which it was impious 
in any point to oppoſe! Was it owing then only 
to the obſequiouſneſs of the ſenate, and the mo- 
deſty of Pallas, that he did not carry off fifteen 
millions out of the treaſury? And was it in this 
inſtance, of all others, that th:y would have 
made an exception to their obedience, if they had 
thought it right to have done fo in any? And 
now, after ail this, you will imagine perhaps, 
that you are got to the end. Have patience 
however, there is ſtill ſomething more remark- 
able behind : And whereas it is highly expedient, 
that the generaus diſpoſition of the emperor to at prove 

| Cc 3 and 
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and reward merit, ſhould be every where made known 
and celebrated, eſpecially in ſuch places where theſe 


who have the care and adminiſtration of his = | 


be excited ta an inutation ; and whereas the a 
proved fidelity and integrity of Pallas may ſtir up 
others ta endeavour at ſo laudable an emulation: 
It ts therefore reſalved, that the memorial which the 
emperor read to the ſenate on the 28th of Fanuary 
laſt, together with the decree of the ſenate thereupon, 
ſpall be engraven in tablets of braſs, and hung up 
near the martial ſtatue of Julius Ceſar. It was 
not, it ſcems, tuftcient that the ſenate alone 
ſhould be witneſs to this complicated diſgrace z 
but the molt frequented place in ail Rome was 
choſen, in order to diſplay it to that and future 
ages: it was decreed, that all the honours of a 
molt inſolent ſlave, both thoſe which he refuſed, 
and thoſe which, as much as in the authers of 
the decree lay, he had borne, ſhould be inſcri- 
bed in braſs: the Prætorian honours decreed to 
Pallas were inſcribed, like ancient 'reaties or 
ſaczed laws, upon public and everlaſting monu- 
mente of braſs ! ſo great was their Il know nat 
what name to give it — that the emperor choſe 
to difplay his weak neſs, the ſenate its meanneſs, 
and Pallas his inſolence in the face of all the 
world ! The ſenate was not aſhamed to pa:liate 
this turpitude with the ſhew of reaſon; and a 
noble one, in truth, it was, even that others might 
be enceuraged by the rewards conferred upon Pallas, 
to a laudable emulation of his condud? ! Thus con- 
temptible were all honours rendered, even thoſe 
which the noble Pallas did not diſdain to accept 
And yet there were found perſons of rank and 
birth, who were ſo humble as to deſire and ſoli- 
cit thoſe very honours, which they thus ſaw con- 
ferred upon a freedman, and offered by ſlaves. 
Happy for me that I was not born in thoſe times, 

| ® In the Forum, 
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which I cannot help bluſhing for, as if I had ac- 
tually lived in them! and I Sends noe, they raiſe 
the ſame ſentiments in you. I know the honeſt 
warmth of your temper, and am perſuaded, though 
I may perhaps, in ſome places, have been tranſ- 
ported into a higher ſtrain of expreſſion, than is 


ſuitable to the epiſtolary ſtyle, you will rather 


think I have ſhewn too little, than too much 
indignation. Farewell. 


Ebi. VII. Prixy to Tacrrus. 


* OU have ſent me your treatiſe, not as if it 
were ſent from one maſter to another, or 


from one ſcholar to another, (as you are pleaſed 


to write me), but with the condeſcenſion of a 
preceptor to his pupil; for in that relation I 
muſt conſider myſelf to you. Accordingly you 
ſummon me to my ſtudies, whilft I am playing 


the truant, and prolonging the Saturnalian holy- 


days. Tell me now, could I have made you 
a more ſtiff and awkward compliment, or given 
a ſtronger proof, that I am fo far from deſerving 
to be your inſtructor, that I am not even worthy 
to be your pupil? However, I will take upon 
myſelf the character you have inveſted me with, 
and exert the authority you have given me over 
your book; and with ſo much the more free- 
dom, as I have nothing to ſend you of my own 
in returr, upon which you may take your re- 
venge. Farewell. 


Epiſt. VIII. Prix to Romanvus. 
H you ſeen the ſource of the river * Cli- 


tumnus? As I never heard you men- 
tion 


* Now called Clitumro : it riſes a little below the 
village of Campello in Ombria. The inhabitants _ 
his 
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tion it, I imagine not; let me therefore adviſe 
to do ſo immediately. It is but lately indeed 
had that pleaſure, and I condemn myſelf for not 
having ſe:n it ſooner. At the foot of a little hill, 
covered with venerab le and ſhady cypreſs-trees, a 
ſpring iſlves out, which guſhing in different and 
unequal ſtreams, forms itſelf, after ſeveral wind- 
ings, into a ſpacious baſin, fo extremely clear, 
that you may ſee the pebbles, and the little piæ- 
ces of money which are thrown into it, a> they 
lie at the bottom. From thence it is carried off not 
ſo much by the declivity of the ground, as by its 
own ftrength and fulreis. It is navigable almoſt 
as ſoon as it has quitted its ſource, and wide e- 
nough to admit a free paſſage for veſſels to paſs by 
each other, as they fail with or againſt the 
ſtream. The current runs ſo ſtrong, though the 
ground is level, that the large barges which go 
down the river have no cccafion to make uſe of 
their oars ; while thoſe which aſcend, find it dif- 
ficult to advance, even with the aſſiſtance of oars 
and poles : and this viciſſitude of labour and eaſe, 
is exceedingly amuſing when one fails up and 
down merely for pleature. The banks on each 


this river ſtill retain a notion, that its waters are at- 
tended with a ſupernatural property, imagining it 
makes the cattle white that driuk of it: a quality for 
which it is likewiſe celebrated by many of the Latin 
poets. See Addiſon's travels. 


The heads of conſiderable rivers, hot ſprings, 
large bodies of ſtanding water, &c. were eſteemed ho- 
ly among the Romans, and cultivated with rel:gious 
ceremonies. It was cuſtomary to throw little pieces 
of money into thoſe fountains, lakes, &c. which had 
the reputation of being facred, as a mark of venera- 

tion for thoſe places, and to render the preſiding dei- . 
ties propitious. Suetonius mentions this practice, in late 
the annual vows which he ſays the Roman people ſage 
made for the health of Auguſtus. Ser. in vit. 1 2 
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ſide are ſhaded with the verdure of great numbers 
of aſh and poplar trees, as clearly and diſtinctl 

ſeen in the ſtream, as if they were actually ſunk 
in it. The water is cold as ſnow, and & white 


too. Near it ſtands an ancient and venerable 


temple, wherein is place d the river-god Clitum- 
nus clothed in a robe, whoſe immediate pre- 
ſence the prophetic oracles here delivered, ſuffi- 
ciently teſtify. Several little chapels are ſcatter- 
ed round, dedicated to particular gods, diſtin- 
guiſhed by different names, and ſome of them 
too preſiding over different fountains. For, be- 
ſides the principal one, which is, as it were, the 
parent of all the reſt, there are ſeveral other lei- 
jer ſtreams, which taking their riſe from various 
{527TT5, ioie tnemfeives in tne rive:; Oreo which 
a bridge is built, that ſeparates the ſacred part 
from that which lies open to common uſe. Veſ- 


ſels are allowed to come above this bridge, but 


no perſon is permitted to ſwim, * except below 
it. The Hiſpellates, to whom Auguſtus gave 
this place, furniſh a public bath, and likewiſe en- 
tertain all ſtrangers, at their own expenſe. Se- 
veral villas, attracted by the beauty of this river, 
are ſituated upon its borders. In ſhort, every 
object that preſents itſelf, will afford you enter- 
tainment. You may alſo amuſe yourſelf with 


numberleſs inſcriptions that are fixed upon the 


pillars and walls by different perſons, celebrating 
the virtues of the fountain, and the divinity that 
preſides over it. There are many of them you 
will greatly admire, as there are ſome that will 
make you laugh; but I muſt correct myſelf when 
I fay io ; you are too humane, I know, to laugh 
upon ſuch an occaſion. Farewell. | 


The touch of a naked body was thought to pol- 
lute theſe conſecrated waters, as appears from a paſ- 
ſage in Tacitus, I. 14. ann. c. 22. | 
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Epiſt. IX. Priny to URsvs. 


& Leg time has paſſ:d ſince I have taken ei- 
A ther a book, or a pen in my hand. A 

ng time has paſſed ſince I have known the 
ſweets of leiſure and repoſe; fince I have known, 
in ſhort, that indolent, but agreeable ſituation 
of doing nothing, and being nothing : fo much 
have the affairs of my friends enzaged me, and 
prevented me trom enjoying the pleaſures of re- 
tirem=nt and contemplation. There is no fort 
of ſtudies, however, of conſequence enough to 
ſuperſede the duty of friendſhip: on the contra- 
ry, it is a ſacred tie which they themſelves teach 
us; mon reiigiouſly to preſerve. Farewell. 


Epi. X. Privy to FanaTvus 8. 


Our concern to hear of my wife's miſcarri- - 


age, will be equal, I know, to the earneſt 
defire you have, that we ſhould make you a great- 
grandfather. The inexperience of her youth 


rendered her ignorant that ſhe was breeding; fo 


that ſhe not only neglected the proper precau- 
tions, but managed herſelf in a way extremely un- 
ſuitable to a perſon in her circumftances. But 
ſhe has ſeverely atoncd for her miſtake, by the 
utmoſt hazard of her life. Though you ſhould 
(as moſt certainly you will) be afflicted to ſee 
yourſelf thus diſappointed in your old age, of the 
immediate hopes of leaving a family behind you; 


yet it deſerves your gratitude to the gods, that in 
the preſervation of your grand- daughter, you have 


ſtill reaſon to expect that bleſſing: an expectation 
ſo much the more certain, as ſhe has given this 
proof, though an unhappy one indeed, of her be- 
ing capable of bearing children. "Theſe, at leaſt, 
His wife's grandfather. 

are 
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are the reflections by which I endeavour to con- 


firm my own hopes, and comtort myſelf under 


my preſent diſappointment. You canngt more 
ardently wiſh to have great-grandchil than 
I do to have children, as the dignity of both our 
familics ſeems to open to them a ſure road to ho- 
nours, and we ſhall leave them the giory of de- 
ſcencing from a long race of — pak whoſe 
fame is as extenſive as their nobility is ancient. 
May we but have the pleaſure of ſeeing them 
born, it will make us amends for the preſent dif- 
appointment! Farewell. 


Epi. XI. Pu to Hisevita *. 4: 


| Hen I reflect upon your affection to your | 
brother's daughter, an affection even 


excecding the tenderneſs of a mother, I think I 
ought in the firſt place to inform you of her reco- 
very, before I tell you ſhe has been ill; that the 
ſentiments of joy at the one, may leave you no lei- 
ſure to be afflicted at the other. Though I fear 
indeed, after your firſt tranſports of gratulation 
are over, you will feel fome concern, and in the 


midſt of your joy for the danger ſhe has eſca- 


ped, will tremble at the thought of that which 
ſhe has undergone. She is now, however, in 
good ſpirits, and again reſtored to herſelf and to 
me ; as ſhe is making the ſame progreſs in the 
recovery of her ſtrength and health, that ſhe did 
in the loſs of them. To fay the truth, (and 1 
may now ſafely tell it you), ſhe was in the utmoſt 
hazard of her life ; not indeed from any fault of 
ker own, but alittle from the inexperience of her 
youth. To this muſt be imputed the cauſe of her 
miſcarriage, and the ſad experience ſhe has had 
of the conſequence of not knowing ſhe was brecd- 


His wiie's aunt. 
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ing. But though this misfortune has deprived 
ou of the conſolation of a nephew, or niece, to 

pply gde loſs of your brother; you muſt re- 
membi hat bleſſing ſeems rather to be deferred 
than denied, ſince her life is preſerved from 
whom that happineſs is to be expected. I entreat 
you then to repreſent this accident to your * fa- 
ther in the moſt favourable light; as your ſex 
are the beſt advocates in caſes of this kind. 
Farewell. 


Epift. XII. Prixy to MixuTranus. 
ow excuſe myſelf to you this one day: Li- 


tinius Capito is to reciie a performance of his, 
and | know not whether it is moſt my inclina- 


tion, or my duty to atend him. He is a man of 


a moſt amiable diſpoſition, and juſtly to be num- 
bered among the brighteſt ornaments of our age: 


be ſtudiouſly cultivates the polite arts himſelf, 


and penerouſly admires and encourages them in 
others. Jo ſeveral who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their compoſitions, he has been the de- 
fence, the refuge, and the reward ; as he affords 
a 2 glorious model and example to all in general. 
In a word, he is the reſtorer and reformer of 
learning, now alas! well nigh grown obſolete 
and decayed. His houſe is open to every man of 
genius vyho has any works to rehearſe ; and it is 
not there alone that he attends theſe aſſemblies 
with the moſt obliging good nature. I am ſure 


at leaſt he never once excuſed himſelf from mine, 


if he happened to be at Rome. I ſhould there- 
fore wich a more tnan ordinary ill grace refuſe to 
return him the ſame favour, as the occaſion of 
doing it is peculiarly glorious. Should not I 
think myſelf obliged to a man, who, if I were 
engaged in any law-fuit, generouſly attended the 


* Fabatus, grandfather to Calphurnia, Pliny's wile. 


cauſe 


Epiſt. 13. or P LIN V. 313 


cauſe in which I was intered ed? And am I lets 
indebted, now that my whole care and buſineſs 
is of the literary kind, tor his affiduity in y con- 
cerns of this ſort ? a point which, if not the on- 
ly, is however the princip:.] inſtance wherein I 
can be obliged. But though I owed him no re- 
turn of this nature; though | were nt engaged 
: to him by the reciprocal tie of the ſame good of- 
y fices he has done me; yet rot only the beauty 
| of his extenſive genius, as polite as it is ſeverely 

correct, but the dignity of his ſubjcct, would 

ſtrongly incite me to be of his audience. He has 

written an account of the deaths of fev-ral illu- 

ſtrious perſons, ſome of which were my particular 
2 friends. It is a pious office then, it ſhould ſcem, 
as | coul] not be preſent at their obſequies, to 


f attend, at leaſt, this (as I may call i:) their fune- 
8 ral oration; which though a late, is however, 
„ fer that reaſon, a mot: unſuſpected t. ibure to 
5 their memories. Fare ell. 

4 Epo. XIII. Piixy to Ceviatis. 

s I QAM much pleaſed that you have read my ora- 
]. tions in com any with your father. It is 
f highly for your advantage to learn from a man cf 
jo his eloquence, whut to admire in compoſitions of 
f this kind, and what to condemn; as you will at 
* the fame time be trained up in an habicual cuſto:n 
D 


of ſpeaking your real ſentiments. You ſce whete 
wg ſteps it is you ought to tcLow; and happy ale 
| you in having a living example before you, which 
is at once the nearcſt and th: nobleſt model you 
can purſue! In a word, that he whom nature 
deſigned you flinuld wott teſzmble, is, of all o- 
thers, the pe ſon whom you ſhould moſt imitate. 
* Farewell. T . 
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Exif. XIV. Prixv to ArtsTo. 
S you are no leſs a perfect maſter of the po- 


laws of vour country (which in- 
clude the cuſtoms and uſa ges of the ſenate) than 
of the civil, I am particularly detirous to have 
your opinion, whether | was miſtaken in an af- 
fair which lately came before the houſe. I his 1 
requeſt,” not with a view of being directed in my 
judgment as to what is paſt, (tor that is now 
10 late), but in order to know how to conduct 
myſclf, if any caſe of the ſame nature ſhould here- 
after ariſe, You will aſk, perhaps, why I ap- 
ly to you for information concerning a point, 
wherein I ought to be well inſtructed? But the 
tyranny of former reigns, as it introduced a neg- 
ec and ignorance of all other parts of uſeful 


knowledge, fo particularly of what relates to the 


cuſtoms of the ſenate; for who is there fo tame- 
ly induſtrious as to deſire to learn, what he can 
never have an opportunity of putting in practice? 
Beſides, it is not very eaſy to retain even the 


knowledge one has acquired, where no occaſion 


ot exerciting it occurs. Hence it was, that Liber- 
ty, at her return, found us in the utmoſt igne- 
rance and inexperience ; and thus, in the warmth 
uf our eagerneſs to taſte the ſweets, we are ſome- 
times hurried on to action, ere we are well inform- 
ed in what manner we ought to act. But by the 


inſtitution of our anceſtors it was wiſely provi- 


ced, that the young ſhould learn from the old, 
not only by precept, but by their own obſcrva- 
tion, how to behave in that ſphere, wherein they 
were one day themſclves to move; as theſe, in 
their turn, tranſmitted the fame method of in- 
ſtruction to their children. Upon this principle 
it vas, that the youth were ſent early into the 
army, that by being taught to obey, they might 
earn to command, and whilſt they followed o- 
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thers, might be trained up by degrees to be lead- 
ers themſelves. And thus, when they were can- 
didates for any office, they were obliged to ſtard 
at the entrance of the ſenate, that they might 
be ſpectators, before they were admitted par- 
ties in the public council of the empire. The 
father of each youth was his inſtr uctor upon theſe 
occaſions, or if he had none, ſome perſon of 
_ and dignity ſupplied the place of a father. 

hus they were taught by that ſureit method of 
diſcipline, example, how far the right of propo- 
fing any law to the ſenate extended ; what privi- 
leges a ſenator had in delivering his opinion in 


the houſe; the power of the magiſtrates in that 


aſſembly, and the rights of the reſt of the mem- 
bers; where it is proper to yield, and where to 
inſiſt; when and how long to ſpeak, and when 
to be ſilent ; how to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate con- 


trary opinions , and how to improve upon a 


former motion: in-a word, they l᷑arned by this 


means, whatever relates to the conduct of a man 


as a member of the ſenate, As for my elf, it i3 
true indeed, | ſerved in the army when I was a 
youth ; but it was at a time when courage was 


_ Tuſpected, and cowardice honoured ; when the 


generals were without authority, and the ſoldiers 
without modeſty ; when there were neither diſci- 
pline nor obedience, but all was riot, diſorder, 
and confuſion ; in ſhort, when it was happier to 
forget, than remember what one learned. TI at- 
tended likewiſc in my youth the ſenate, but a ſe- 


nate that was mute and diſpirited ; where it was 


If any opinion propoſed to the ſcnate, was 


thought too general, and to include ſeveral diſtinct. 


articles, fome of which might be approved, and o- 
thers rejected, it was uſual to require that it might 
be divided; and this they ſometimes did by a general 
voice of the aſſembly, crying out Divide, divide. 


Middlet. Treat. on the Roman ſenate. 137. 
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dangerous to ſpeak one's ſentimente, and infa- 
mous to be ſilent. What fatis*a&tion in learning, 
or indeed what could be learned, when the ſenate 
lat in the utmoſt indulence, or acted with the 
highe't infamy ! when they were convened either 
for crucl or ridiculous purpeſ.s *; and when their 
deliberations were never ſerious, thouga often 
d. But I was not only a witnels to this ſcene 
of wretchedneſs, as a ipectator; I bore my ſhare 
of it too as a ſenator, and both faw and ſuffered un- 
der it for many years ; u hich fo broke and damp- 
ed my {pirits, that tzey have nat even yet been able 
fully to recover themſelves. It is but a ſhort 
time (and it ſeems fo much the ſhorter in propor- 
tion to its happineſs) ſince ue could take any 
plealure in knowing what relates to, cr in exer- 
ciſing the duties ot our ſtation. Upon theſe con- 
ſiderations, therefore, I may realonably entreat 
you, in the firſt place, to pardon my error, (if I 
have been guilty of one), and in the next, to 
guide me out of it by your ſuperior knowledge : 
ior I am ſenſible you have ever been curious to 
examine into the conſtitution of your country, 
| both with reſpect to its public and private, its an- 


cient and modern, its gencral and particular 


laws. I am perſuaded indeed the point upon 


* The fourth ſatire of Juvenal will ſerve as a com- 
ment upon this paſlage, where he acquaints us that a 
turbot of a moſt enorm us fize being brought to Do- 
mitian, he immediately convened the ſenate, in order 
to conſult in what manner it ſhould be dreſſ- 
ed. The pcet mentions the names of the perſons 
who ſpoke in this remarkable debate, and their ſeve- 


ral op. ions upon a queſtion fo important, conclu Jing 


his ſatire with this pathetic with : 
Ab as this day, that he bad ſjent the reft, 
And his dire reign had only beca a je! 
Nor Rome ler navleft blood had tamely Jecn 
Flow unreveng'd { — _ 1 


Which 
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which I am going to conſult you, is ſo unuſual, 
that even thiſe whoſe great experience in public 


buſineſs muſt have made thein, one {h:uld ima- 


Line, acquainted with every thing of t3is nature, 
were either not thoroughly appriſcd, or abſ lute- 
ly ignorant of it. 1 ſhall be more excufable, 
therefore, it | happen to have n miſtaken; as 


vou will gain fo much the higher app'aule, if you 
can ſet me right in an affair, which it is not 
clear has ever yet fallen within your ob'ervation. 


Fae inqui y then before the houſ: was, concern- 
ing the death of Afranius Dexter, u ho being 
ſound murdered, it was uncertain whether be fell 
by bis own hands, or by trot: of his freedmen ; 


und if the latter, whether they committed the fact 


in * obedience to the commends of Afrenius, or 
were piomp'ed to it by their own villany. Af- 
ter they had been put to the queſton, a certain 


ſenator (it is of no importance to mention his 


name, but if you are de ſirous to knove, it was y- 
telt) was for acquitting them; another propotett 
that they ſhould be banithed for a limigd time; 
and a third, that they thould be put to di ath. 
heſe feveral opinions were ſo extremely oppo- 
fitz, that it was impofſible cither of them could 
and with the other; and therefore, in taking the 
voices, I thought they ougat to be numbered ſe- 
paratsly. For what is there in common between 
tne ſentiments of thoſe who thought the accuſed 


deſerved baniſhment, and thoſe whe were of o- 


pinien they merited death? Nothing more, in 
truth, than there is between thoſe who voted for 
beniſhment, and the others who were for acquit- 

* Thoſe who deſtroyed themſelves, frequently 
ma le uſe of the hands of their ſervants for that pur- 


ou Thus Brutus and Ca Ius, atter the lots of that 


Atal battle which decided the liberties f Rome, ran 
eich of them upon the ſwords ct their att-＋dants. 
Florus, |. 4. c. 7. 


—ͤ — A 


_ * — * * 
. — — 


D d 3 ting 


— —— — 


j 
| 


! 
U 
N 


—— — 


318 Tune. EPISTLES Book VIII. 


ting the priſoners. Though indeed he who was 
for diſcharging them, approached nearer to the 
ſentiments of him who propoſed exile, than the 
other who moved that they fhould ſuffer death : 
for both the former agreed at leaſt in this, that 
their lives ſhould be ſpared, whereas the latter 
were for a capita] conviction. In the mean 
while, thoſe ſenators who were for pur iſhing 
with death, and tl.oje who propoſed baniſhmenr, 
fat together on the ſame fide of the houſe; and 
thus, by a preſent appearance of union, ſuſpended 
their real diſagreement. I moved therefore, that 
each of the three opinions. ſhould be ſe parately 
counted, and that two of them ſhould not, under 
favour of a ſhort truce between themſelves, join 
againſt the third. I inſiſte d that ſuch. of the 
members as were for capital puniſhment, 
thould divide from the others who voted for ba- 
niſhment ; and that the ſe two diſtinct parties 
ſhould net be permitted ta form them {elves into 
a body, in oppoſition to thoſe who declared for 
acquittal, when they would in. mediately after diſ- 
unite again: for it was not material that they a- 
reed in diſliking one propoſal, ſince they diflered 
with reſpect to the other two. It ſecmed very ex- 
traordinary, that he who moved the freedmen 
ſhould be baniſhed, and the flaves ſuffer death, 
ſhould act be allowed to join theſe two in one mo- 
tion, but that the queſtion ſhould be ordered to be 
put to the houſe in the disjunctive; and yet that the 
votes of thoſe who were for inflicting capical pu- 
niſhment upon the freedmen, fhould be taken 
together with thoſe who were for baniſhing th: m. 
For if, in the former inſtance, it u as reaſonable 
that the motion ſhould be divided, becauſe it 
comprehended two diſtinct things; I could not 
ſee why, in the latter caſe, ſuffrages fo extremely 
different ſtould be throw into the ſame ſcale. 
Permit me then, not withſtanding the point is 
4ctermincd, 
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main on the fide of thoie Wo are for death. 
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deter i ined, to go over it again as if it were 


ſtill undecided, and to lay before. you thoſe rea- 


ſons at my eaſe, which I offered to the houſe in 


the midſt of much interruption and clamour. 
Let us ſuppoſe there had been only three judges 
appointed to hear this cau'e, one of which was 
of opinion that the parties in queſtion deſerved 


death; the other, that they ſhould only be ba- 
niſhed ; and the third, that they ought to be ac- 


quitted: ſhould the two fomer unite their ſtrength 
to the deſtruction of the latter? or ſhould each 
of them ſeparately be balanced? For the firſt 
and ſecond are no more compatible than the 
ſecond and third. They ought therefore in the 
ſame manner to be counted in the ſenate as con- 
trary, ſince they were delivered as different opini- 
ons. Suppcſe the ſame perſon had moved, that 
they ſhould both have been banifhed and put to 


death; could they poſſibiy, in purſuance of this 


opinion, have ſuffered both punifaments? Or 
could it have been eſteemed as one conſiſtent 
motion, when it united two fuch diff rent things? 
Why then ſhould the fame opinion, when de- 
livered by diſtinct perſons, be conſidered as one 
and en ie, which would not be deemed ſo if it 
were propaſed by. a ſingle perſon? Does not the 
law maniſeſtly im piy, that a diſtinction is to be 
made between thoſe who are jor a capital con- 
viction, and thoſe who are for banifhmer:t, in the 
very form of words made uſe of when the houſe 
is ordered t: divide? You who are M ſuch an op- 
nion, come to this ſide ; you 1059 are of any other, ga 
over to the fide of him whoſe opinion you foll:w. Let 
us examine this form, and weigh every ſentence: 
You wha are of this opinion; that is, for inſtance, 
you who are fer baniſhment, come en this fide; 
namely, on the ſide of him who moved for baniſh- 
ment. Fr m whence it is clear he cannot re- 


You 
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Yeu wh3 are for any ct ber: cbt=rve, the law is not 
contented with barely faying another, but ſhe 
adds any, Now, can there be a doubt, whether 
they who declare for a capital conviciion are of 
any other opinion, than the who propoſe exile ! 
Go over to the jide of I im tu hoſe opinien you foilow : 
does not the law ſeem, as it were, to force thoſe 
who are of different ſentime nis, to contrary ſides? 
Des nit the conſul himſelf point out, not only 
by this ſolemn form oi words, but by his hand 
and geſture, the place in which every man is to 
remain, or to which he is to go over? But,“ it 
is objected, © if tais ſeparation is made between 
c thoſe who vote for 1:fiicting death, and the fe 
&« ho are on the ſide of exile, the opinion for 
« quitting the priſoners mutt neceilari:y prevail.“ 
But how does that affect the parties who vote? 
Certainly it becorres not them to conten by every 
art, and urge every expecient, that the milder 
nence may not take place. Still,“ ſay they, 
„ thoſe who are for czn:emning the accuſed. 
& either capitaily or to baniſhment, fhould be 
& firſt ſet in oppuiition tv thoſe who are for ab- 
« folving them, and afterwards weighed agiinit 
„ each other.” Thus as, in certain publie 
games, ſome are by lit to engage with the con- 

veror ; i, it ſeems, in the ſenate there is a 
den and ſecond combat, and of two different ſen- 
timents, the prevailing one has ſtill a third to 


contend with. What? when any particular 


opinion is received, do not all the reſt fall of 
courſe? Is it reaſonable then, th it one ſhould be 
thrown into the ſcale merely to weigh down an o- 
ther? To expreſs my meaning more plaiidy: un- 
Icfs the two parties, who are for capital puniſh- 
ment and exile immediately ſeparate upon the 
firſt diviſion of the h ouſe, it would be to no pur- 
pole afterwards to diſſent from thoſe with whom 
they joined beſore. But I am dicta.ing _—_ 
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of receivin; inſtruction. Tell me then whether 
you think the'e votes ſhould have been taken 
ſeparately? My ſentiments, it is true, prevailed, 
nevertheleſs I am deſirous to know whether you 
think 1 ought to have inntted upon this point, 
or have yicidcd as that member did who declared 
for capital puniſhment? For convinced, I will not 
ſay of the legality, however of the equity of my 
propofal, he receded from his own opinion, and 
went cver to the party tor exile: tearing perhaps, 
it the votes were taken ſeparately (which he ſaw 
would be the caſe), the frecdmen would be ac- 


Epiſt. 15. 


223 for the numbers were far greater on that 


de than on either of the other two, ſeparately 


counted, The conſequence was, that thoſe who 


had bcen influenced by his authoricy, when they 
faw themielves farſaken by his going over to the 


other party, gave up a motion which they found 


abandoned by the firſt author, and deferted, as it 


were, with their leader. Thus the three opi- 


nions were . refolved at length into two; and of 
thoſe two, one prevailed, and the other was re- 
jected; while the third, as it was not powerful 
enough to conquer both the others, had only to 
chuſe to which of the two it would yiell. Fare- 


'Epift. XV. Puiy to Juntos. 


Y ſending you ſuch a number of volumes at 
once, I doubt 1 have overburdered you: 

but if I have, remember ycu required them of 
me. Beſides, as you wrote me word you were 


likely to reap but little from the fruits of your 


vineyards, I imagined you would be at leiſure to 
reap (as we fay) the fruits of learning. I have 
received the ſame bad accounts of my own li:tle 
farms; and am myſelf tnereſote at full l ifwe to 
w:i.e bouks for you, provided 1 can but raiſe 
money 
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money enough to furniſh me with good paper. 
For ſhould | be reduced to the coarſe and ſpungy 
fort, either | muſt not write at all, or whatever 
I compoſe, whether good or bad, muſt neceflarily 
undergo one cruel blot! Farewell 


Epiſt. XVI. Priixy to PATERNUS. 


TM fickneſs which has lately run through. 
my family, and carried off ſeveral of my 
domeſtics, ſome of them too in the prime of their 
years, has deeply afflicted me. I have two con- 
folations, however, which though they are net 
equal to ſo conſiderable a grief, ſtill are 
conſolations. One is, that as I have always 
very readily manumized my flayes, their death 
docs not ſeem altogether immature, if they lived 
long enough to receive their freedom: the other, 
that I have allowed them to make a kind of will *, 
which I obſerve as religiouſly. as if they were 
legally entitled to that privilege. I receive and 
obey their laſt requeſts, as ſo many authoritative 
commands, ſuffering them to diſpoſe of their ef- 
fets to whom they pleaſe; with this fingle re- 
ftrition, that they leave them to ſome in my 
family, which to perſuns in their ſtation is to be 
_ eſteemed as a fort of commonwealth. But 
though I endeavour to acquieſce under theſe te- 
flections, yet the ſame tenderneſs which led me 
to ſhew: them theſe indulgences, ftill breaks out 
and overpowers my ſtrangeſt refolutions. How- 
ever, I could not wiſh to be inſenſible to theſe 
ſoft. impre ſſions of humanity.: though the genera- 
ty of the world, I know, look upon loſſes of 
this kind in no other view, than as a diminution 
of their property, and fancy by cherifting ſuch an 


A ſlave could acquire no property, and conſe- 
quently was incapable by law of waking a will. 
unfeeling 
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unfeeling temper, they diſcover a ſuperior forti- 
tude and good ſenſe. Their wiſdom and magna- 
nimity I ſhall not diſpute. But manly, I am 
ſare, they are not; for it is the very criteffon of 


true manhood to feel thoſe impreflions of forrow 


which it endeavours to reſiſt; and to admit, not 
to be above the want of conſolation. But per- 


| haps I have detained you too long upon this ſub- 


ject, — though not fo long as | would. There 
is a certain pleafure in giving vent to one's grief; 


eſpecially when we pour out our forrow in the 
boſom of a friend, who will approve, or at leaſt, 


pardon our tears. Farewell. 
Eil. 


* There is ſomething fo uncommonly amiable in 


this family-piece, that the reader cannot be diſplea- 


ſed with being ſtopped a moment to take a ſecond 
view of it. It nothing remained of Plioy, but this 
fingle trait of his character, we might nevertheleſs 
aſſuredly pronounce of him, that he was ennobled 
by every ſocial virtue: for as it is certain the great- 
eſt minds have ever been moſt open to impreſſions 
of the humane hind ; ſo every moral virtue neceſſari- 
ly flows from benevolence, as from its true and ge- 
naine ſource. It is impoſſible a man who has a juſt 
feeling of the calamities of others, can deliberately 
break through the moral ties of any kind; becauſe it 


is certain he cannot do fo, without being the occaſion 


of ſuftering to thoſe who ſtand within the influence 
of the particular action. This principle alſo will ever 


afford the moſt unerring teſt of patriotiſm, or the 


public affections; for the cruel and unrelenting in 
private and domeſtic life, can never ac upon the 


true n tion of liberty, in the more enlarged relations 


of public concerns. With great juſtice therefore 
our author makes this generous principle the evi- 
dence of real manhood ; as Juvenal deſcribes a ten- 
derneſs of diſpoſition to be the principal note of diſ- 
tinction, which nature has marked out between the 
rational and brute creation : 
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Epift. XVI. Prev to Mactzinvs. 


S tt ſeaſon with you as inclement and tem- 
peſtuous as it is wiih us? All here is tem- 
peſt and inundation. The I iber has ſwelled its 
channel, and overflowed its banks far and wide. 
Though the wife precaution of the emperor had 
guarded sgainſt this evil, by cutting ſeveral out- 
lets to the river; it has neverthel-{s flooded all 
the fields and valleys, and entirely breiſpread 
the whole fece of the flat country. It ſeems to 
have gone cut to meet thoſe rivers which it uſed 
to receive and carry off in one intermingꝑled 
ſtream; and has driven them back to deluge 
thoſe countries it could not reach-1:felf. That 
moſt delightful of rivers, the Anio, which ſeems 
invited and detained in its courſe by the charm- 
ing villas that zre firua ed upon its banks, has 
almoſt entirely rooted vp and carried away the 
wocds which ſhaded its borders. It has over- 
throvn whole mountains, and in endeavouring to 
find a paſſage through the ruins that obſtructe d 
its way, has forced down houſes, and riſes over 
the deſolation it has occaſioned. The inhabi- 
tants of the hili countries, who are ſituated above 
the reach of this inundation, have be-n the me- 
lancholy ſpectators of its dreadful effects, having 
ſeen coſtly furniture, inſtruments of huſbandry, 
ptoughs, and oxen with their drivers, whole herds 
ot catile, together with the trunks of trees, and 
beams of the neighbouring villas, floating about 


Heaven gave the tear humane, a fen confeſt, 

Seft pity davells aciti in the mortal treaft ; 

T hat at, paſſien nol lef] bejoms know ! —— 

Turn d cver virtue from anuther's au? 

Tes man's great privilege, the glorious line 

That marks from brute, the human /oul divine. 
Sat. xv. 131. 
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in different parts. Nor indeed have theſe higher 
places themſelves, to which the waters could not 
rife, efcaped the calamity. A continued heavy 
rain as deſtructive as the river itſelf, poured down 
in torrents upon them, and has deſtroyed all the 
incloſures which divided that fertile country, It 
has damaged likewiſ?, and even overturned ſome 
of the public buildinzs, where numbers have 
been miſerably buried in tha ruins. And thus 
thoſe people, beſi les the loſs of their effects, have 
ſuffered the additional misfortune of lamenting = 
their friends. I am extremely uneaſy left this ex- 
tenſive ruin ſhould have ſpread te you: I beg 
therefore, if it has not, you will immediately eate 
me of my fears. And indeed I deſire you would 
inform me though it ſhould ; for the difference 
is not great between fcaring a danger, and fe2]- 
ing it ; except that the evil one feels has ſome 
bounds, whereas one's apprehenſions have none. 
For we can ſuffer no more that what actually 
has, but we fear all that poilibly may have hup- 
pened. Farewell. ; 


Erilt. XVIII. PLiny to Ruyixus, 
"2", vulgar imagination is moſt certainly 


falſe, that a man's will is a Kind of mirror 
wherein one may clearly fee his genuine charac- 
ter. We have a late inftance to the contrary in 
Domitius Tullus, who appears a much better 
man fince his death, than during his life. After 
having artfully encouraged the expectations of 
thoſe who paid court to him, with a view to be- 
ing his heir, he has left his eſtate to his niece 
whom he adopted. He has given likewile ſeveral 
very conſiderable legacies among his g randchd- 
dren, ard alſo to his great- grandſon. In a word, 
he has ſhewn himſclf a kind rela ion throughout 
his whole wil; which is ſo much the more to be 
Ver. II. Ee ad mired, 
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admired, as it was not expected of him. This 
affair has been much the ſubject of converſation ; 
ſome repreſent him as guilty of the baſeſt falſe- 
hood and ingratitude ; and while they thus com- 

ain of him as if they were actually diſinherited 
indred, their inveQives betray their own diſ- 
honeſt deſigns : others, on the contrary, applaud 
him extremely for having diſappointed the hopes 
of this infamous tribe of men, whom, conſider- 
ing the manners of the age, it is but prudence to 
deceive. They add further, that he was not at 
liberty to make any other will, and that he can- 
nat fo properly be ſaid to have left, as returned, 
his eſtate to his adopted daughter, ſince it was by 
her means it came to him, For Curtilius Mancia, 
whoſe daughter Domitius Lucanus, brother to 
this Tullus, married, having taken a diſlike to 
his ſon-in-law, deviſed his eſtate to this young 
lady, (who was the iflue of that Pele ol © up- 
on condition that Lucanus, her father, would 
* emancipate her. He accordingly did ſo, but ſhe 
being afterwards adopted by Tullus her uncle, 


That is, would make her free: for the power 
of a father over his children, was unlimited amongſt 
the Romans. It extended not only to their fortunes, 
but their lives, and was even preater than what the 
laws allowed over their ſlaves ; for if a maſter ſold 
his ſlave, who afterwards obtained his freedom, the 
former owner had no-farther claim; whereas, in the 
caſe of a ſon, the father's right was not abſolutely ex- 
tinguiſhed by ſelling him, but if the ſon obtained his 
freedom, he again came under his dominion. And 
this authority could not be wholly diſannulled till 
the ſon had been thrice fold, and as often recovered 
his liberty, and then it entirely ceaſed. The law 
veſted the ſame power likewiſe as fully in the adopt- 
ive father, as in the natural. Juſtinian obſerves this 
authority was peculiar to the Romans; and followed 
by no other nation whatſoever. ,. I. 1. ph 
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the deſign of Mancia's will was entirely fruſtra- 


ted. For theſe two brothers having never divi- 
ded their patrimony, but living together as joint - 
tenants of one common eftate, the daughter of 
Lucanus, notwithſtanding the act of emancipa- 
tion, returned back again, together with her for- 
tune, under the dominion of her father, by means 
of this fraudulent adoption. It ſeems indeed to 
have been the fate of theſe two brothers, to be 
enriched by thoſe who had the greateſt averſion 
to them. For Domitius Afer, by whom they 
were adopted, left a will in their favour, which 
te had made eighteen years before his death; 
though it was plain he had altered his ſentiments 
with reſpect to the family, becauſe he was in- 
ſtrumental in procuring the confiſcation of their 
father's eſtate. There is ſomething, in truth, 
extramely ſingular ia the reſentment of Afer, and 
the good fortune of the other two; as it was 
very extraordinary on one hand, that Domitius 
ſhould endeavour to extirpate fiom the privilzges 
of ſociety, a man whoſe children he had adopted, 
and on the other, that theſe brothers ſhould find 
2 parent in the very perſon that ruined their 
father. But it was highly juſt in Tullus, after 
having been appointed ſole heir by his brother, 
in prejudice to his own daughter, to make her 
amends by giving her this eſtate which came to 
him from Afer, as well as all the reſt which he 
poſſoſſed in common with his brother. His will 
therefore deſerves the higheſt applauſe, as ir is the 
dictates of nature, juſtice, and honour ; wherein 
he has returned his obligations to his ſeveral re- 
lations, according to their reſpective good offices 
towards him. He has made à juſt acknowledg- 
ment likewiſe to his wife, having bequeathed' 


to that excellent woman, who patiently endured 


much upon his account, ſeveral delightful villas, 
beſides a large ſum of money. And indeed ſhe 
E e2 deferved 
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deſerved ſo much the more at his hands, as ſhe 


was highly cenſured for her marriage with him. 
It was thought unworthy a perſon of her rank 
and merit, after having had a former huſband by 


whom ſhe had iſſue, to marry, in the decline of 


her life, an old man, merely for his riches, who 
was ſo ſickly and infirm, that even though he 
had paſſed the beſt years of his youth and health 
with her, ſhe might well have been weary of him. 
He had fo entirely leſt the uſe of all his limbs,that 
he could not move himſelf in bed wi:hout aſſiſt- 
ance ; and all the enjoymcnt he had of his riches, 
was only to centemplate them. He was even 
reduced to the wretched neceſſity (which indeed 
one cannot mention without loathing as well as 
ia2-cating) of having his teeth waſhed and clean- 
fed by others: and he uſed frequently to ſay, 
when he was complaining of the indecencies 
which hts inficmities obliged him to ſuffer, that 


he was every day forced to take his fervant's 


fingers into his mouth. Still, however, he lived, 
ard was willing to accept of life upon theſe 
terms; the preſervation of which was particular- 
ly owing to the care of his wife, who, whatever 
reputation ſhe might loſe at firſt by her marriage, 
acquired great honour by her after-conduct to- 
wards him. I hus I have given you all the 
news of the town, where nothing is talked of 
but Fullus. It is expected his curiofities will 
Mortly be ſeld by auction. He had ſuch vait 
numbers of ſine ttatues, which ſtood neglected 


in a lumber- room, that he actually filled a large 
garden with them, the very fame day he pur- 


chaſ-d it, — f you have any thing worth commu- 
nicating in return, I hope you will not refuſe the 
trouble of writing to me; not only as we are all 
naturally fond of news, but becauſe example has 
a very beneficial influ-nce upon our o con- 
duct. Farewell. 

5 Epil. 
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Bpikt XIX. Ptivy to Maxinvs. 


Find both entertainment and comfort in my 
ſtudies: and as there is no pleaſure I prefer 
to them, ſo there is no uneaſineſs they do not 
ail-yviate. In this ſeaſon therefore of dejection, 


occaſioned by the indiſpoſition of my wife, the 


dangerous ſickneſs of fome of my ſervants, aud 
the death of others, I. fly to my books, tho'te 
{.verzign compoſers of my grief. It is true, in- 
deed, they teach me a greater ſenſibility to miſ- 
fortunes, but they teach me too how” to beur 
them with more patience. It is an eitabliſhed 
ruie with me, before I publiſh any of my pro- 
ductions, to take the jud went of my friends 
upon them, <fpectally yours. I beg therefore 
vou would examine the performan.e | here {end 
you, with particular care, as I am afraid, the 
diſquietude of my mind may have preven.ed mc 
from giving it the attention | ought. For though 
I ceul] command myſelf {> far as to ſit donn 0 
write, I was not maſter enough of my heart, to 
do fo with eaſe and cheerfulneſs: bur if ſtucy 
throws the mind into a pleaſing fate ct ierenicy, 
a fiate of ſerenity is neceſſary to ttiuw a grace 
upon ou: ſtudies. Farewell. | 


Epift. XX. Priny to GoLtvs, 


TE undertake long voyages both by ſea 
and land, to behold thoſe curickiie:, 


which, if they lie within our reach, we over- 


lo k and nell ct: whether it be that we are na- 
turally leis inquiſitive concerning thoſe things 
which are near us, while we are pufi'd forwald 
in purſuit of remote objects ; or becauſe the eaſi- 
nels of gratiiving a defire, is always ſure to damp 
it; or, perhaps, that we defer from time to time 

Le 3 | viewings. 
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viewing, what we know we have an opportunit 

of ſeeing when we pleaſe. Whatever the — 
ſon be, it is certain there are ſeveral rarities in 
and near Rome, which we have not only never 
ſeen, but even never ſo much as heard of: and 
yet if they had been the produce of Greece, 
or Egypt, or Aſia, or any other country which 
mire as fruitful in wonders, they would 


we 
long ſince have been the fubje& both of our con- 


verſation and inipection. For myſolf at leaft, I 
confeſs, I have lately been entertained with one 
of theſe curioſities, to which I was an entire 
ſtranger before. My wife's grandfather deſired 
L would look. upon his eſtate near Ameria. As 
I was walking over his grounds, I was ſhewn a 
like that lies below them, called Vadimon, which 
I was informed had ſeveral very extraordinary 
qualities attending it. This — my curioſity. 
to take a nearer view. It is formed exactly cir- 
cular ; there is not the leaſt abliquity or wind- 
ing, but all is regular, and even as if it had been 
| hollowed. and cut out by the hand of art. The 
colour of its water is clearer than that of.the ſea, 
though of a deeper green; it ſeems by its taſte 
and ſmell impregnated with ſulphur, and is eſteem- 
ed of great efficacy in all fractures of the limbs, 
which it is ſuppoſed to conſolidate. Though 
it is but of a moderate extent, yet the winds have 
a great effect upon it, throwing it into violent 


commotions. No veſſels are ſuffered to fail here, 


as its waters are held facred; but ſeveral floating * 
iflands ſwim about it, covered with reeds and 
ruſhes, and whatever other plants the neigh- 
9 5 bouring 
Tbe credit of this account does not reſt entire}; 
upon our author: Pliny the elder mentions theſe 


floating iſlands, [I. 2. 95.}], and fo does Seneca, who 
them 


Accounts philoſophical principles. 


c© pan 
[Q, N. I. 3. 25.]. Varenius fays, that in Honduras, a 


province 
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their frequent colliſion 
another. They have equally the ſame height 
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| ſhall outſwim the other: then again they all 
| them- 
| ſelves to the ſhore, ſometimes on one Ede and 
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bouring marſh and the borders of the lake pro- 
duce. iſlands differ in their ſize and ſhape; 
but the edges of all of them are worn away by 
againſt the ſhore and one 


and motion ; as their roots, which are 
formed like the keel of a boat, may be ſeen hang- 
ing down in the water, on whichever ſide you 
ſtand. Sometimes they move in a cluſter, and 
ſeem to form one entire little continent; ſome- 
times they are diſperſed into different quarters by 
the winds ; at other times, when it is calm, they 
float up and down ſeparately. You may fre- 


quently ſee one of the L iſlands failing a- 
long with a lefler joined to it, like a ſhip with 


its long boat : or perhaps, ſeeming to ſtrive. which 
aſſemble in one ſtation, and by joinin 


ſometimes on the ather, make the lake appear 
conſiderably leſs, till at laſt uniting in the cen- 
tre they reſtore it to its uſual fize. The ſheep 
which graze upon the borders of this lake, fre- 
quently go upon theſe iſlands to feed, without 
perceiving that they have left the ſhore, till they 
are alarmed by finding themſelves ſurrounded 
with water; and in the ſame manner when the 
wind drives them back ag:in, they return with- 
out being ſenſible that they are landed. This 
lake empties itfelf into a river, which after run- 
ning a little way ſinks under ground, and if any 


province in Amerca, there is a lake in which are ſe- 
veral little hills planted with ſhrubs, &c. toſſed up 
and down by the winds. And he quotes Boethius 
the Scotch hiſtorian, who affirms that in a — 2 * | 
called Lomond Loch, in Scotland, there is a floating 
Hand, upon which cattle graze. See Varen. Geoyr. 
vol. 1. p. 412. „ OR. 


thing 
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thing is thrown in, brings it up again where the 
ftream emerges. — I have given you this account, 
becauſe I imagined it would not be leſs new, nor 
lefs agreeable to you than it was to me; as I 
know you take the ſame pleaſure as myſelf, in 
contemplating the works of nature. Farewell. 


Epift. XXI. Privy to AnRIANvs. 


As in life, ſo in ſtudies, according to my opi- 


agreeable to ſociety, than to temper gravity with 
gaiety, leſt the — ſhould degenerate into 


auſtereneſs, and the latter run up into levity. 


Upon this maxim it is, that I diverſify my more 
ſerious works with compoſitions of a lighter na- 


ture. I had choſen a convenient place and ſea- 


fon for ſome productions of that fort to make 
their appearance in; and deſigning to accuſtom 


them early to the tables of the idle, I fixed upon 
the month of July, when the courts of juſtice are 
as uſually ſhut up, in order to read them to ſome 


of my friends at ſupper ; and accordingly I placed 
a deſk before each of my gueſts. But as I hap- 
pened that morning to be unexpectedly called a- 
way to attend a eauſe, I took occaſion to preface 
my recital with an apology. I entreated my au- 
dience not to impute it to me as any want 
of due regard for the bufineſs to which I had 


invited them, that on the very day I had appropri- 


ated to read my performances to ſome of my 
friends, (though indeed but few), I did not ab- 
ſtain from ſerving others in the affairs of the bar. 
J aſſured them I would bſerve the ſame rule in 
my writings, and ſhould always give the prefe- 
rence to points of importance, before thoſe of en- 
tertainment ; to ſcriuus ſubjects, before gay ones; 
and to my friends, before myielf. J he poen.s I 
recited conſiſted of a variety of ſubjects, in dif- 

ferent 


nion, nothing is more amiable, and more 
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ferent meaſures. It is by ſuch arts as the'e, we 
who dare not rely upon the ſingle force of our 
| endeay-:ur to avoid giving our readers a 
atiety. In compliance with the earneſt ſolicita- 
tion of my audience, I recited for two days ſue- 
ceſſively; but not in the manrer that ſeve ral prac- 
tiſe, by paſſing over the lefs ſhining paſſages, 
and making a merit of fo doing : on the contra- 
ry, I omitted nothing, and tre: ly owned that I 
did not. I read the whole, that | might correct 
the whole; which it is impoſſible thoſe who 
only ſelect particular paſſages, ſhould do. The 
latier method, indeed, may have the more ap- 
pearance of modeſty, and perhaps reſpect; but 
the former ſhews greater ſimplicity, as well as 
more affection towards the audience. For the 
belief that a man's friends have fo much regard 
to him, as not to be weary upon the ſe occaſions, 
is a ſure indication of his own love for them. 
Jo ſay the truth, one has little obligation to an 


audience, if they aſſemble merely with a view to 


their own entertainment. He who had rather 
find his friend's performance correct, than make 


it ſo, is to be conſidered as a firanger, or one 


who is too indolent to give himſelf any trouble. 
Your affection for me l'aves me no room to 
doubt, that you are impatient.to read my book; 
which is yet however not ripe for your peruſal. 
You ſhall do fo, when I bave corrected it; which 


was indeed the defign of my tecital. You are 


already acquainted with ſome parts of it; but e- 
ven thoſ?, after they bave been poliſhed, (or per- 
haps ſp-iled, as is ſometimes the cafe by too fre- 
quent cortections), will fem new to you. For 
when a compoſition has undergone various chan- 
ges, it contracts an air of novelty even in thoſe 
parts which remain unaltered. Farewell. 


Epift 
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Exif. XXII. — to GEMIx Ius. 


D you never obſerve a certain ſet of people, 
who though they are themſelves ſlaves to 
every vice, ſhew a kind of malicious reſentment 

againſt the errors of others; and are moſt ſevere 
upon thoſe whom moſt reſemble ? yet, ſure- 
ly, a lenity of diſpoſition, even in perſons who 
have the leaſt occaſion for clemency themſelves, 
is of all other virtues the moſt becoming. The 
higheſt of all characters, in my eſtimation, 
is his, who is ready to pardog the errors of man- 
kind, as if he were every day guilty of ſome him- 
ſelf; and at the ſame time as cautious of com- 
mitting a fault, as if he never forgave one. It is 
a rule then which we ſhould upon all occafions, 
both private and public, moſt religiouſly obſerve, 
6 to be inexorable to our own failings, while we 


« treat thoſe of the reſt of the world with ten- 


| « dernefs, not ing even ſuch as forgive none 
but themſelves ;” remembering always what 
the humane, and, therefore, as well as upon o- 
ther accounts, the great Fhrafea uſed frequently 

to ſay: He who hates vice, hates mankind. You 


The meaning of this maxim ſeems to ve, that, 
as it is extremely difficult to ſeparate the action from 
the man, we ſhould not ſuffer the errors of the world 
to raiſe in us that acrimony of indigration, which if 
well examined, perhaps, will be oftener found to 
proceed from ſome ſecret principle of malice, than a 
juſt abhorrence of vice; Satius eff (as Seneca ob- 
ſerves) publices mores et humana vitia, placide acci- 
2 z a general philanthropy and univerſal benevo- 
ence being the moſt genuine marks, by which vir- 
tue diſtinguiſhes thoſe who are truly in her intereſt. 
If this ſenſe is admitted, there will be no need to 
ſuppoſe (as ſome of the commentators have) that 
any miſtake is crept into the text. 


will 
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who it is that has, given 
occaſion to theſe reflections? You muſt know a 
certain perſon lately — but of that when we 
meet — though, upon ſecond thoughts, not even 
then, leſt whilſt I condemn and expoſe his con- 


duct, I ſhould act counter to that maxim I par- 


ticularly recommend. Whoever therefore, and 
whatever he is, ſhall remain in filence: for 
though there may be ſome uſe, perhaps, in ſet- 
ting a mark upon the man, for the ſake of ex- 
ample ; there will be more, however, in ſparing 
him, for the fake of humanity. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XXIII. Privy to ManrcELLINUs. 


M. extreme grief for the death of Junius 
Avitus, has rendered me incapable of bu- 
els, ſtudy, or amuſement. He was inveſted 
with the laticlave in my houſe ; as in all the ho- 
nours he ſolicited, he was conſtantly affiſted by 
2. I will add too, his affection and 

teem for me were ſo great, that he formed his 
manners,. and regulated his conduct by my gui- 
dance and direction: a diſpoſition extremely un- 
common in the youth of this age; for who a- 
mong them will deign to ſubmit to the expe- 
rience and authority of their ſuperiors? They 
think themſelves at once in full poſſeſſion of a 
wiſdom and knowledge; and without revering or 


imitating the virtues of any, imagine they are a 


ſufficient example to themſelves. But Avitus 
was of a far different turn; he ſhewed his wiſ- 
dom, in believing there were ſome who had 


more; and diſcovered his knowledge, in his de- 


fice to learn. He was ever conſulting his friends 
upon ſome point relating to his ſtudies, or his 
conduct; and he always returned from them 
with advantage, either by the advice he received, 
or the diſpoſition he ſhewed. With what * 
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did he treat Seivianus, one of the moſt accom- 

men of the age? Avitus knew how to 
value ſuch uncommon merit, as well as to endear 
himſelf to him in his turn. Accordingly when 
Servianus went lieutenant from Germany into 
Pannonia, he attended him as tribune ; not {5 
much in the character of his fellow-officer, as of 
his friend and admirer. With what care and in- 
tegrity did he execute the office of quæſtor under 
ſeveral conſuls, who all efteemed him, not only 
as an uſeful and experienced officer, but as a 
pleaſing and agreeable companion? With what 
induſtry and application did he folicit this very 
ædileſhip, from the enjoyment of which he is 
now prematurely ſnatched? a reflection that 
gives a peculiar poignancy to my affliction for the 
loſs of him. His unavailing labours, his fruit- 
leſs ſolicitations, and the honour which he me- 
rited only, not enjoyed, are for ever in my 


thoughts. The circumftance of his having firit 


put on the laticlave under my roof; the firit and 

the laſt ſuffrage I ever gave him; the converſa- 
tions we have had, and the cenſultations we 
have held, all return freſh upon my mind. I 
am ſtruck with the moſt tender forrow when I 
ceniider; his youth, and reflect upon the irrepa- 
rable loſs his family has fuſtained : an aged parent, 
a young wife to whom he had not been married 
much above a year; an infant daughter juſt 
born; ſo many pleaſing hopes, ſo many tender 
Joys alt reſerved aud dettroyed in one day! 
When be was juſt elected ædile; when he was 
lately commenced a bridegroom ; when he was 
newly made a father, he was taken from the 
midſt of theſe enjoyments, and has left behind 
him an honour untaſted, a mother inconſolable, 


a widowed wife, and an orphan infant, who will 


| have the misforiune of never having known her 
father! But what iacreaſes my tears upon this 
niciancholy 
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melancholy occaſion is, that being abſent when 
this accident happened, I never knew of his ſic k- 
neſs, till I heard of his death, and had no time to 
prepare myſelf tor this cruel ſtroke, by previouſly 
8 it! — Such is the preſent diſtreſs 
of my mind ! — You muſt not wonder then that 
it is the whole ſubject of my letter; for I am not 
able at preſent to think or talk of any thing elſe. 
Farewell. | 


Epift. XXIV. Pliny to Maxis. 


"THE affection I profeſs to have for you, ob- 

liges me, not indeed to direct you, (tor 

you are far above the want of a guide), but to 
remind you, however, of what you alrcady 
know, and to admoniſh you carefully to obſerve 
and reſolutely put in practice; that is, in other 
words, to know it to all the more uſeful purpo- 
ſes of knowledge. You will conſider yourſelf as 
ſent to that noble province, Achaia, the real and 
genuine Greece, where politeneſs, learning, and 
even agriculture itſelf, are ſuppoſed to have ta- 


ken their firſt riſe; as ſent to govern a ſtate com- 


zoſed of free cities; that is, to a ſociety of men 
who breathe the ſpirit of true manhocd and liber- 
ty *; who maintained the right they received 

from 


It is remarkable, that even after Greece was ab- 


ſorbed in the Roman empire, and became a pro- 


vince to it under the name of Achaia, it did not loſe, 
wich its power and ſovereignty, that lively ſenſe and 
love of liberty, which was the peculiar character of 
that people, amongſt whom the arts were produced 
and brought to perfection. Ine Romans, when 
tney had ſubdued Greece, left that generous, brave, 
polite people, in potiefion of many of their rights 
and privileges. And they maintained ſuch an ardent 
zcal tor liberty, that, to name no cther inſtances of 
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from nature, by courage, by virtue, by allian- 
ces; in a word, by civil and religious faith. 
You will revere the gods and heroes their found- 
ers; you will reſpect their ancient glory, and e- 
ven their very age, which as it is v nerable in 
men, in ftatcs it is ſacred. You will honour 
them therefore for their antiquity, and for thoſe 


it, when the civil wars happened in Italy, the Athe- 
nians very warmly eſpouſed the * of Pompey, 
v. ho feught for the republic: an * Cæſar was 
killed, they erected ſtatues in honour of Brutus and 
Caſſius, near to thoſe of Hermodius and Ariſtogiton, 
their ancient diliverers. It was hence Greece, A- 
thens in particular, after it was very much fallen and 
degenerated, continued ſtill to be the metropolis of 
ſciences, the ſchool of all the fine arts, the ſtandard 


and centre of good taſte in all works of genius, to 


Cicero's time, and long afterwards ; inſomuch that 
Rome ſent its moſt illuſtrĩous youth to be perfected 
there in polite literature, eloquence, philoſophy, and 
all the ingenious arts and ſciences; and the empe- 
rors who loved learning, if they could not go to 
Greece and become ſcholars there, as ſome of them 
did, brought Greece to them by inviting and recei- 
ing into their palaces its moſt celebrated profeſſors 
and artiſts, and even intruſting the education of their 
children with Greek maſters. Now, their continuing 
to excel in the arts and ſciences, to what elſe can it 
be attributed, but to this, that with ſome ſmall re- 
mains of hberty they retained the ſpirit of liberty, the 
love of it, and zeal for it? It was indeed in conſe- 
quence of this alone, that they maintained, in ſome 
degree, even till Italy was quite over-run with bar- 
bariſm, a ſovereignty the Romans could not take 
trom them; a ſovereignty in ſcience, arts, and good 


taffe. It is impoffilie to account for it in any other 
great degree, 


way : they preferved the arts in a 
becavſe they retained the ſpirit of liberty in a very 
extraordinary ne- Turnbull on ancient painting, 
p. 100. 


famous 
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famous deeds which are truly, nay for thoſe 
which are fabulouſly recorded of them. You 
will indulge then in the full exerciſe of their diz- 
nity, their privileges, and even their very vani- 
ty. Remember it was from this nation we de- 
rived our * jaws; that ſhe did not receive ours 
by conqueſt, but gave us hers by favour. Re- 
member it is Athens that you approach ; it is 
Lac:dzmon you govern; and to deprive ſuch a 
glorious people of the declining ſhadow, the re- 
maining name of liberty, would be a hardſhip, 
would be even a barbarity of the ſevereſt kind. 
Phyſicians, you ſee, though with reſpect to dil- 
eaſes there is no difference be.ween freedom an] 
ſlavery, yet treat perſons of the former rank 
with -more tenderneſs, than thoſe of the latter. 
Reflect on the noble figure theſe cities once 
made; but ſo reflect, as not to deſpiſe them for 


what they now are. Far be pride and aſperity 


from my friend; nor fear, by a proper condeſcen- 
fion, to | 13 open to contempt. Can he 
who is veſted with the power and bears the en- 
ſigns of authority, can he fail of meeting with 
reſpect, unleſs by purſuing baſe and ſordid mea - 
fares, and firſt breaking through that awful re- 
verence he owes to himd.1f ? III, believe me, is 


About the year of Rome 300, that is, 452 years 
before Chrift, ambaſſadors were ſent into Greece, to 
make a collection of ſuch laws and cuſtoms as the 
wiſdom of that polite 3” 7 had eſtabliſhed, parti- 
cularly the famous ones of Solon. At their return, 
theſe 3 were approved and confirmed, and, toge- 
ther with ſome additional ones, were engraven on 


ten tables of braſs. Two other tables of laws were 


ſoon afterwards added to theſe, which, together with 
the former, went by the name of the toe ve tables, 


and were looked upon as the fountain of all. law, pu- 


lic and private. Liv. I. 3. c. 31. Ferriere hiſt. des 
leis civ. c. 5. 
1 power 
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power experienced by injuries; ill can terror 
command veneration, and far more prevalent is 
affection in obtaining one's deſires, than fear. 
For terror operates no longer than its object is 
preſent, but love produces its effects at a diſtance; 
and as abſence changes the former into hatred, it 


raiſes the other into reſpect. It behoyes you 


therefore, (and I cannot but repeat it again), it 
behoves you thoroughly to conſider the end of 
your office, and to repreſent to yourſelf how great 
and important the taſk is of governing a free 
ſtate. For what is more becoming to human na- 
ture than well-ordered government, or more va- 
luable than Jiberty ! How ignominious then muſt 
his condu be, who turns the firſt into confu- 
fion, and the latter into ſlavery ? To theſe conſi- 
rations let me add, that you have an eſtabliſhed 
reputation to maintain : the fame you acquired 
by the adminiſtration of the queſtorthip in * Bi- 
thynia, the good opinion of the emperor, the 
credit you obtained when you were tribune and 
prætor, in a word, this very government, which 
may be looked upon as the reward of your former 
ſervices, are all ſo many glorious weights which 
are incumbent upon you to ſupport. So much the 


more therefore ought you to endeavour that it 


may not be ſaid, you ſhewed greater humanity, 
integrity, and ability in a province remote from 
Rome, than in one which lies nearer to it; in the 
midſt of a nation of flaves, than among a free 
people; that it may not be ſaid, it was chance, 
and not judgment, appointed you to this office; 
that your character was unknown and unexperi- 
enced, not tried and approved. For (and it is a 
maxim which your reading and converſation 
muſt have often ſuggeſted to you) it is far worſe 
to loſe the fame one has acquired, than never to 
have attained it. I again beg you would be per- 


A province in Anatolia, or Aſia the Leſs. 
. ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, that I did not write this letter with a de- 
ſign to inſtruct, but to remind you. Though 
indeed if I had, it would have only been in con- 
ſequence of my affection for you: a point which 
am in no apprehenſion of carrying beyond its 
juſt limits; for there cannot be any danger of ex- 
ceſs where we ought to advance as far as poſſible. 
Farewell. 5 


»-0 0K - I, 
Exit. I. Prixy to Maxlxus. 


Have often adviſed you to publiſh, with a- 
1 much expedition as poſſible, what you have 
L written either in deience of yourſelf, or a- 
gainſt Planta; or rather indeed (as the circum- 
itances of the caſe demanded) what you drew vp 
wich both thoſe views: but I particularly preſs 
this advice upon you now that J hear he is dead. 
For though you read this piece to ſeveral of your 
friends, and put it into the hands of others, yet 
1 ſhould regret extremely, that the world ſhould 
ſuſpect you only hegan after his death, what it 
is moſt certain you had finiſhed during his life. 
Let not the character my friend has acquired of 
firmneſs and reſolution be called in queſtion. And 
it will not, when both the candid and the mali- 
cious world ſhall know, that the death of your 
adverſary did not give you the confidence of com- 
poſing, but only anticipated the opportunity ot- 
publiſhing this piece. And thus you will a- 
void the imputation, 


With impious joy to triumph ce r the dead. 
For what you wrote and actually recited when 
he was yet alive, will be conſidered as publiſhed 
* Hom. Od. lib. 22. 
1 3 ſo 
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ſo too, provided you publiſh it foon. If there- 
fore you have any other work upon your hands, 
let me entreat you to lay it aſide, and give your 
laſt finiſhing touches to this performance. It 
ſcemed to me inde:d, when I formerly read it, 
to want no improvements; and fo it ought now 
to ſeem to you, as neither the thing itſelf re- 
quires, nor the time will admit of any farther de- 
lay. Farewell. 


Epiſt. II. Prixv to SANs. 
O oblige me extremely, in defiring that I 


would write to you very frequent and very 
long letters. if I have forborn to do fo, it is 
partly in conſideration of the important affairs in 
which you are employed ; and partly from ſome 
very cold. and unintereſting engagements of my 
own, which diſſipate my thoughts, and at the 
- ſame time damp my imagination. Beſides, I have 
not a ſufficient ſupply of matter for frequent let- 
ters; and am by no means in the fame ſituation 
that Tully was, whom you point out to me as 
an 4 He not only poſſeſſed a moſt en- 

larged genius, but the circumſtances of the times 
wherein he lived, furniſhed him with a variety 
of noble occaſions of exerciſing it. As for my- 

ſelf, you know (without my telling you) to 

what narrow limits I am confined, unlefs my let- 

ters were to turn upon the fictitious and pedantic 

topics of the ſchools. But when I conſider you 

in the midſt of arms and incampments, inflamed 

with martial muſic, or fatigued with toil and 
heat, how abſurd would it be to talk to you up- 
on ſuch ſubjects? This is my apology, and [I 
think a reaſonable one; however, I almoſt wiſh 
you would not accept it : for to reject the excu- 
ſes of a friend upon ſuch an occaſion, be they e- 
| ver 
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ver ſo juſt, is an evident proof of a warm affec- 
tion. Farewell. 


Evift. III. Prix v to Paul us. 


Hough mankind differ in their notions of 
happineſs; yet in my opinion it conſiſts in 
the anticipation of an honeſt fame, and the con- 
ſcious ſecurity of making a glorious figure in the 


eyes of poſterity. I conſeſs, if I had not the re · 


ward of an immortal reputation in view, I ſhould 
prefer a life of uninterrupted eaſe and retire- 
ment, to any other. Tnere ſeem to be but two 
points worthy our atterition ;. either the endleſs 
duration of fame, or the ſhort extent of life. 
Thoſe who are. governed by the former confide- 
ration, muit purſue it with the full exertion of 
the moſt laborious efforts; while ſuch as are in- 
fluenced by the latter ſhould quietly reſign them- 
ſeives to repoſe, nur wear out a ſhort life in pe- 
riſhable purſuits : as ſome, we may obſerve, do, 


and then fink at laſt into contempt, in the midſt 


of a wretched and fruitleſs courſe of falſe indu- 
ftry. Theſe are my daily reflections, which I 
communicate to you, in order to renounce them, 
if you do not join with me in the ſame ſenti- 
ments; as undoubtedly.you will, who are for ever 
meditating ſome glorious and immortal enterpriſe. 


Farewell. 


Epiſt. IV. PlIx v to Mackinus. 


T Should be under appreher ſions you would 

think the oration which you reccive with 
this letter, immoderately long, but that it is of 
ſuch a nature as to require ſeveral breaks ; and 
as it confifts of different charges, has the ap- 
pearance of iv many diſtinct ſpeeches. Where- 
ever therefore you begin or end, you riay con- 


ſider what follows, either as connected with what 


went 
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went before, or making of itfelf a new ſubject; 
fo that you may look upon it as very long upon 
the whole, and yet as extremely ſhort with re- 
ſpect to its particular parts. Farewell. 


Epiſt. V. Piiny to Tiro. 


OU deſerve the higheſt applauſes for the 

mildneſs with which, as I am informed, 
(and I make very ſtriẽt inquiry), you adminiſter 
juſtice in your province ; one principal branch 
of which is to diſtinguiſh merit in every degree, 
and ſo to gain the love of the lower rank, as to 
preſerve at the fame time the affection of their 
ſuperiors. But it is an error many have fallen 
into, that while they endeavour to avoid the ap- 
pearance of favouring the great, they run into 
the contrary extreme, and gain the character of 
acting with ill manners, or ill nature. A miſ- 
take this, which you are far from committing, 


J well know : however, I cannot forbear throw 


ing in a caution with my applauſe, and recom- 
mending it to you, to conduct yourſelf in ſuch a 
manner as to keep up the diſtinction of rank and 
dignity. For to level and confound the different 
orders of mankind, is far from producing an 
equality among them; it is, in truth, the moſt 
unequal thing imaginable. Farewell. 


Epiſt. VI. Prix to CaLvisus. | 
Have ſpent theſe ſeveral days paſt in my ſtudy 
with the moſt pleaſing tranqui.lity imagi- 
nable. You will aſk how that can poſſibly be 
in the midſt of Rome ? It was the time of cele- 
brating the * Circenſian games; an entertain- 


* Theſe games were originally of Grzcian extrac- 


tion, but firſt introduced among the Romans by Ro- 


mulus, 
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ment for which I have not the leaſt taſte. They 
have no novelty, no variety to recommend them, 
nothing, in ſhort, one would wiſh to fee twice. 
It is the more ſurpriſing therefore, that ſo many 
thouſand people ſhould be poſſeſſed with the 
childiſh paſſion of deſiring often to ſee a parcel 
of horſes gallop, and men flanding upright in 
their chariots. If indeed it were the ſwiftneſs 
of the horſes, or the ſill of the men that attract- 
ed them, there might be ſome little pretence of 


reaſon on their fide. But it is the dreſs they“ 


favour ; it is the dreſs that captivates them. And 
if in the midſt of the courſe the different parties 
were to change habits, their different favourers 
would change fides, and inftantly deſert the very 
ſame = = horſes, whom they juſt before were 
eagerly following with their eyes, as far as they 
could ", wy hallooing —— names wit 


all the warmth of exclamation. Such mighty 


charms, ſuch wondrous power is there in a vile 
tunic! and this in the ſentiments, not only of 
the vulgar (more contemptible than the habit 


they eſpouſe), but even in the opinion of ſome 
grave perſonages. When I obſerve ſuch men 


thus inſatiably fond of ſo ſilly, fo low, ſo unin- 
tereſting, ſo common an entertaininent, I congra- 


mulus, in order to favour his defign of carrying off 
the Sabin virgins: they conſiſted of horſe and cha- 
riot races, &c. 

The performers at theſe games were divided in- 


to companies, diſtinguiſned by the particular colour 


of their habits; the principal of which were the 
white, the red, the blue, and the green. Accord- 
ingly the ſpectators favoured one or the other colour, 


as humour and caprice inclined them. In the reign 


of juſtinian, a tumult aroſe in Conſtantinople, occa- 


| fioned merely by a contention among the partiſans of 


theſe ſeveral colours, wherein no leſs than 30, oco 
| tulate 
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tulate myſelf that I am inſenſible to theſe plea- 
ſures; and am glad to employ the leiſure of this 


ſeaſon upon my books, which others throw away 


upon the moſt idle employment. Farewell. 


Epi. VII. Puy to Romanus. 


VO write me, that you are engaged in build- 
ing, and I am glad to find you are; for 
I may now defend my own conduct by your ex- 
ample. I am myſelf employed in the fame fort 
of work: and fince I have you, who ſhall deny 
I have reaſon on my fide? We are pretty much 
agreed likewiſe, I find, in our fituations : and as 
your buildings are carried on upon the ſea-coaſt, 
mine are riſing upon the fide of the Larian lake. 


I have ſeveral villas upon the borders of this lake, 


but there are two particularly, in which as L 


take moſt delight, fo they give me moſt employ- 


ment. They are both ituated in the manner of 


thoſe at Bai; one of them ſtands upon a rock, 


and has a of the lake; the other actual 
ly touches it. The firſt, ſupported as it were by 
the lofty + buſkin, I call 6—— 5 

| | | reming 


It was the place the Romans choſe for their win- 
ter-retreat, and which they frequented upon account 


of its warm baths. Some few ruins of the beautiful 


villas that once covered this delightful coaſt, fill re- 
main; and nothing can give one a higher idea of the 
prodigious expenſe and magnificence of the Romans 
in their private buildings, than the manner in which 
ſome of theſe were ſituated. It appears from this 
letter, as well as from ſcveral other paſſages in the 
claſſic writers, that they actually projected into the 


ſea, being erected upon vaſt piles ſunk for that pur- 


poſe. 


we 
nem 


the ſtage by the actors of tragedy, in order to 


+ The buſkin was a kind of high ſhoe worn upon 
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reſting upon the humble ſock, my comic villa. 
They have both their particular beauties, which 
recommend themſelves to me ſo much the 
more, as they are of different kinds. The for- 
mer commands a wider proſpect of the lake; the 
latter enjoys a nearer view of it. This by an 
eaſy bend embraces a little bay; the promontory 
upon which the other ſtands, forms two. Here 
you have a ſtraight walk extending itſelf along the 
banks of the lake; there a ſpacious terrace that 
falls by a gentle deſcent towarcs it. The for- 
mer does not perceive the force of the waves; 
the latter breaks them: from that you ſee the 
fiſhing-veſſels below; from this you may fiſh 

ourſelf, and throw your line out of your cham- 

er, and even as you lie in bed, as out of a boat, 
It is the beauties therefore theſe agreeable villas 
poſſeſs, that tempt me to add to them thoſe which 
are wanting. But I need not aſſign a rea- 
ſon to you; who, undoubtedly, will think it a 
ſufficient one that I follow your example. Fare- 


well. 


Epift. VIII. Prix to AuGurINUs. 
S I have been praiſed by you, ſhould I begin 


to praiſe you in my turn, I am afraid it 
ſhould ſeem I did fo, not ſo much to ſhew my 
judgment, as my gratitude. Nevertheleſs I will 
not ſcruple to ſay, that I think all your produc- 
tions are beautiful; eſpecially, no doubt, thoſe of 
which I am the ſubject. And the fame reaſon 
will acccunt both for their deſerving that charac- 
ter, and for my thinking ſo: for as, on the one 


hand, you ever ſucceed beſt when friendſhip in- 


them a more heroical elevation of ſtature; as the ſock 
was ſomething between a ſhoe and ftocking, and ap- 


| ſpires 
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ſpires you; ſo, on the other, I always admire moſt 
what flatters my ſelf- love. Farewell, 


| Epilt. IX. Priny to Coro. 


Greatly approve the generous grief you ſhew 


for the death of Pompeius Quinctianus, as it 

is a proof that your affection tor your departed 
friend, does not terminate with his life. Far 
different from thoſe who love, or rather, | ſhould 
more properly ſay, who counterfeit love to none 
but the living ; nor indeed even that any long- 
er than they are the favourites of fortune; for 
the unhappy are no more the object of their 
thoughts, than the dead. But your friendſhip is 
raiſed upon a more laſting foundation, and the 
conſtancy of your affection can only end with 
our life. QuinCtianus, moſt certainly, well de- 
ſerved to meet with that generous warmth from 
his friends, of which he was himſelf fo bright an 
example. He loved them in proſperity ; he pro- 
tected them in adverſity ; he lamented them in 
death. How open was his countenance ! how 
modeſt his converſ.:ion| how equally did he 
temper gravity with gaiety] how fond was he 
of learning! how judicious his ſentiments ! how 
dutiful to a father of a very different character! 
and how did he reconcile his obedience to his 
virtue; and continue a good fon, without forfeit- 
ing the title of a good man! — But I muſt not 
ſharpen your affliction by reminding you of his 
merit — yet | know yaur affection for the memory 
of this excellent y:uih is fuch, that you had 
ra her endure the pain of hearing him mention- 
ed, than ſuffer his virtues to be paſſed over in 


filence ; eſpecially by me, whoſe applauſe, you 


imagine, will adorn his actions, extend his tame, 
and reſtore him, as it were, to that life from which 
he is unhappily ſnatched. Farewell. 

| Eo: 
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Epift. X. PIN to Tacitus “. 


I Should with great pleaſure obey your advice ; 
but there is ſuch a ſcarcity of boars, that it 
is impoſſible to reconcile Minerva wich Diana, 
who, you think, ought to be u orſhipped together. 
I a. content myſelf then with paying my ſingle 
homage to the former ; and even that with ſome 
reſtriction, as conſidering the heats of the ſeaſon, 
and the privileged indolence of retirement. I 
compoſed, indeed, a few trifles in my journey 
hither, which are only fit to be deſtroyed, as 
they are written with the ſame negligence and 
inattention that one uſually chats upon the road. 
Since I came to my villa, I have made ſome few 


additions to them, not finding myſelf in a humour 


to turn * thoughts to things of more conſc- 
quence. Thus my poetry, which you imagine 
is carried on with ſo much advantage amidſt the 
filence and folemnity of woods and groves, is, in 


truth, at a ſtand. | have alfo reviſcd an oration 


The learned Catanzus, wit: fome other com- 
mentators, imagines this letter does not belong to 
Pliny, but is the anſiver ci Tacitus to the 6th epiſtle 
of the firſt book. He ſupports this conjecture, in- 
deed, by no authority: only thinks it fails in exatly 
with the letter, to which he ſuppoſes it an anſwer, 
and Ancies he di covers ſomething in the ſtyle differ- 
ent from our author's manner. But, upon a compa- 
riſon of the two letters, there ſcems little reaſon to 
believe one is an anſwer to the other. And as to 
any difference of ftyle (if there really be any), it 
is much too precarious au argument to have any 


| weight in the cafe. The ſuppoſition of Caſaubon 


ſeems more probable, who thinks this epiſtle might 
be occafioned by one from Tacitus, wherein he re- 


minded Pliny of his own advice to him, in that letter 


to which Catanzus imarines this an arfwer, 
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or two; though that kind of work is diſagreeable 
and unentertaining enough, and has a much 


nearer affinity with ruſtic !'abours, than with 


rural pleaſures. F are well. 


Epift. XI. Privy to Geminxvus. | 
I Received your letter, which was particularly 


agreeable to me, as it mentioned your defire 
that | would fend you ſomething of mine to in- 
ſert in your works. Þ1 ſhall find an occaſion of 
complying with your requeſt more proper than 
that which you propoſe, the ſubject you point 
out to me being attended with ſome objections ; 
and when you conſider it again, you will think 
ſo. As I did not imagine there were any book- 
| ſellers at Lugdunum, I am fo much the more 
| pleaſed to learn that my works are ſold there. I 
rejoice to find they maintain the character abroad, 
which they raiſed at home; and I begin to flatter 
myſelf they have ſome merit, ſince perſons of 
ſuch diſtant countries are agreed in their ſenti- 
ments concerning them. Farewell. 


Epi. XII. PLiny to Junior. 


Certain perſon lately corrected his ſon with 
\ great ſeverity before me, for being ſome- 
think too profuſe in the article of dogs and horſes. 
And pray,” faidI to him, when the youth was 
withdrawn, did you never commit a fault 
& yourſelf which deſerved your father's correc- 
<« tion? Nay, are you not ſometimes even now 
guilty of errors, which your ſon, were he in 
your place, might with equal gravity reprove ? 
„ Are not all mankind ſubject to follies? And 
have we not each of us our particular foibles in 
ce v;hich we fondly indulge ourſelves?” 
Tae great affection I have for you, induced 
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me to ſet this inſtance of unreaſonable ſeverity 


before you, as a caution not to treat your ſon 
with too much rigour and auſterity. Conſider 


| he is but a boy, and that there was a time when 


you were fo too. In exerting, therefore, the 
authority of a father, remember always that you 
are a man, and the parent of a man. Farewell. 


Epi. XIII. PII xv to Quanpnatus. 


"> eagerneſs and attention with which you 
read the vindication which I publiſhed of 
Helvidius *, has extremely raiſed your curioſu y, it 
ſeems, to be informed of every circumſtance, either 


mentioned or not mentioned in that detence; and, 


in ſhort, the whole proceedings in that affair, as 
you were too young to be preſent yourlelf at that 


tranſaction. When Domitian was killed, a glo- 


rious opportunity, I thought, offered itſeif to me 


of purſuing the guilty, vindicating the injured, 


and advancing my own reputation. But, amid 
an infinite variety of the blackeſt crimes, none 
appeared to me more atrocious, than that a ſena- 
tor, of prætorian dignity, and inveſted with the 
ſacred character of a judge, ſh-uld, even in the 


ve: y ſenate itſelf, lay violent hands upon a mem- 


ber + of that auguſt aſſembly; upon one, who 
formerly had the honour of being conſul, and 
who then ftood arraigned before him. Be- 
hides this general * I had likewiſe a 
particular intimacy with Helvidius, as far as it 
was poſſible to have with one, who, fearing the 
tyranny of the times, endeavoured to veil the 
| * He was accuſed of treaſon, under pretence that 


in aidramatic piece which he compoſed, he had, in 
the characters of Paris and Oenone, reflected upon 


Domitian for divorcing his wife Domitia. Suet. in 
vit. Domit. c. 10. | | 


+ Helridius. 
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glory of his fame, and the luſtre of his virtues, 
in obſcurity and retirement. Arria likewiſe, and 
der daughter Fannia who was mother-in-law to 
Helvidius, were in the number of my friends. 
But it was not ſo much private attachments, as 
the honour of the public, a juſt indignation at 
the action, and the danger of the example if it 
ſhould paſs unpuniſhed, that animated me upon 
this occaſion. At the firſt reſtoration of * liberty, 
every man fingled out his particular enemy, 
(though it muſt be confeſſed, thoſe only of a low- 
er rank), and in the midſt of much clamour and 
confuſion, no ſooner brought the charge than 
procured the condemnation. But for myſelf, 1 
thought ic would have more the appearance of 
moderation as well as refolution, not to take ad- 


vantage of the general reſentment of the public, 


but to cruſh this criminal with the ſingle weight 
of his own enormous guilt. When, therefore, 
the firſt heat of public indignation began to 
cool, and declining paffion gave way to juſtice, 
though I was at that time under great af- 
fliction for the loſs of + my wife, 1 fent to An- 
teia, the widow of Helvidius, and defired her to 
come to me, as my late misfortune obliged me 
to keep at home. When ſhe arrived, I acquaint- 


ed her with my reſolution not to ſuffer the inju- 


ries her huſband had received, to paſs unreven- 
ged; and defired her to confult with Art ia and 
Fannia (who were juſt returned from exile), whe- 
ther the and they would join with me in the pro- 
tecution. Not that I wanted, [I ſaid, an aſſo- 
cate, but that I was not fo jealous of my own 
glory, as to rcfuſe to ſhare it with them in this af- 


Upon the acceſſion of Nerva to the empire, after 
the death of Domitiav. 5 

+ Our author's firſt wife; of whom we have no 
particular account. After her death, he married his 
tavourite Calphurnia. 0 
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fair. She accordingly carried this meiſage; and 
they all agreed to the propoſal without the leaſt 
hefatation. It happened very opportunely, that 
the ſenate was to meet within three days. It waz 
2 general rule with me to conſult,” in ail iny at- 
fairs, with Corellius, a perſon of the greateſt 
prudence and wiſdom this age has produced. 


However, in the preſent cafe, I relied entirely 


pon my own diſcretion, being appreicafive he 
would not approve of my deſizn, as he was of a 
very flow and cautious temper. But though I 
did not previoufly delibera.e with him, (experi- 
cnce having taught me, never to adeiſe with a 
petlon upon an affair we are detern-ined to pur- 
fe, where he has a right to expect that one tha!l 
be decided by his judgment), yet | cui not tor- 
Fear acquainting him with my ceſolution at the 


tine I intended to carry it into cxecuti n. The 


tenate being aſſemhled, I came into che houſe, 
and begged I might have leave to make a mo- 
tion; which I did in few words, and with gene- 
tal aſſent. When I began to tuiich upon the 
charge, and point out the perſon I intended to. 
accuie, (though as yet without mentioning him 
ty name}, I was attacked on all i:Je . I. et us 
„ know,” ſays one, 5+ who is the ſubject of this 
© extraordinary motion? Who is it“ (afked ano- 
ther) “ that is thus acc uſed, without acquainting 


the houſe: with the name of the perſ,::, and the 


particular crime with which he is charged!“ 
„ Surely” (added a third)“ we who have out- 
* lived the informations of former times, may 
„expect now, at Icaſt, to remain in ſecuri:y.“ 1 
heard all this with great calmneſs, and without 
being the leaſt terrified. Such is the effect cf 
being conſcious of the integrity of one's deſigus; 
and ſo much difference is there with reſpect to 
inſpiring confidence or fear in the breaſt of bim 
who is engaged in any public action, whether 
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the world had only rather he ſhould not do it, or 
abfolutely condemns it. It would be too tedious 
to relate all that was tarown out by different 
ſides upon this occahken. At length the conſul 
acquainted me, that 1 ſhould be at liberty to pro- 
poſe what I thought peoper, when my turn came 
to give my opinion upon the “ buſineſs of the 
day. I thanked him for allowing me a liberty, 
which he never yet (I faid) refuſed to any; and 
fo ſat down: when immediately the houſe went 
upon other affairs. In the mean while, one of 
my conſular friends took me afide, and with great 
earneſtneſs telling me he thought I had carried on 
this affair with more boldneſs than prudence, u- 
ſed every method of reproof and perſuaſion, to 
prevail. with me to deſiſt; adding at the ſame 
time, that I ſhould certainly, if 1 perſevered, 
render myſclt odious to ſome future prince. © And 
© {ol would wiſh to be,” (I returned), ſhould: 
„he prove a wicked one.” He had icarce left 
me, when a ſecond came up: For God's ſake,” 
faid he, what are you attempting? Why will 
« you ruin yourſelf? Do you conſider to what 
© hazards you are expoſed? Why will you pre- 
& (ume too much on the preſent Gian of pu- 
« tlic affairs, when it is fo uncertain what turn 


« they may he reafter take? You are attacking a 


& man who is actually at the head of the treaſury, 
* and will ſhortly be conſul. Beſides, do you 
© confider . what credit he has, and with what 


< powerful friendſhips he is ſupported ?” Upon 


which he named a certain perſon, who (not 
without ſeveral ſtrong and ſuſpicious rumours) 


® It is very remarkable, that when any ſenator 
was aſked his opinion in the houſe, he had the privi- 
lege of ſpeaking as long as he pleaſed upon any o- 
ther affair, before he came to the point in queſtion. 
Kul. Gell. Hb. 4. 6. 10. 
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was then at the head of a powerful army in the 
eaſt. 1 replied, 


Al Tue foreſeen, and oft in thought revaly'd * ; 
« and am willing, if fate ſhall ſo decree, to ſuf- 


“fer in an honeſt cauſe, provided I can draw 


& vengeance down upon an infamous one.“ 
The time for the members to give their opinion 
was now arrived. Domitius Apollinaris, the con- 
ſul ele, ſpoke firſt ; after him Fabricius Vejen- 
to, then Fabius Poſthumius, Vectius Proculus 
next, (who married my wife's mother, and who 
was colleague of Publicius Certus, the perſon on 
whom the debate turned), and laſt of all Ammius 
Flaccus. They all defended Certus, as if I had 
named him, (though I had not yet ſo much as 
once mentioned him), and entered upon the par- 
ticular juſtification of a crime, which | had only: 
touched upon in general terms.. It is not — 


ſaty to repeat, in this place, what they faid, as I 


have related it in their own words in the ſpeech 
abuve mentioned. Avidius Quictus, and Cor- 


nutus Tertullus anſwered them. The former 


obſ:rved, that it was extremely unjuſt not to 
e hear the complaints of thoſe who thought 
ce themſelves injured, and therefore that Arria 
& and Fannia ought not to be denied the privi- 
ce lege of laying their grievances before the 
ec houſc ; and that he point for the confideration 
ce of the ſenate was not the rank of the perſon, 
ce but the merit of the cauſe.” Then Cornutus 
re ſe up and told the houſe, that as he was 
& appointed guardian to the daughter of Helvi - 
ce dius by the conſuls, upon the petition of her 
&© mother and her father-in-law, he thought 
ee himſelf obliged. to fulfil the duty of hjs truſt. 
te In the execution of which, however, he would 
& endeavour to ſet ſome bounds to iis indigna- 

ug Zneid. lib, 6. ver. 105. | 
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« tion, by 22 that great example o? mode 
ee ration which thoſe excellent women * had ſet, 
« who cantented themſclves with barely inform- 
ee ing the ſenate of the cruelties which Certus 
„committed in order to carry on his infamous 
« adulation. And therefore,” he ſaid, he would 
© only move, that if a puniſhment due to a crime 
& ſo notoriouſly known, ſhould be remitted, that 
&« at leaſt Certus might be branded with ſome 
mark of the diſpleaſure of that auguſt aſſem- 
« bly.” Satrius Rufus ſpoke next, and endea- 
youring to ſteer a kind of middle courſe, expreſ- 
fed himſelf with much ambiguity. **I am cf 
„opinion,“ ſaid he, great injuſtice will be 
done to Certus, if he is not acquitted, (for I do 
„ not feruple to mention his name, fince the 


<« friends of Arria and Fannia, as well as his 


% own, have done fo tco), nor indeed have we 
te any occaſion to be ſolicitous upon his account. 
We who think well of the man, ſhall jud 
« him with the ſame impartiality as the — 
but if he is innocent, as | hope he is, and ſhale 
& be glad to find, I think this houſe may very 
e juſtly deny the preſent motion, till ſomething 
— mall be proved againſt him.” I hus, accord- 
ing to the reſpective order in which they were cal- 
led + upon, they delivered their ſeveral opinions. 
When it came to my turn, I roſe up, and uſing 
the fame introduction to my ſpeech as I have pu- 
bliſhed in the defence, I replied to them ſeverally. 
* Arria and Fannia. ES 
F In the early times of the republic they began by 
aſking the opimon of the prince of the fenate, and the 
reſt went on each accorò ing to his age- Under the 
empercrs, their will ſerved as a rule: for as the 
prince preſided in the ſenate, he demanded the opi- 
nion of him fict, whom he thought fit to do that 
honour: however, he more uſually began with the 


= s mw buy 


N' g. 86 


= 


22 


ses . 3 2 3 


Epiſt. 13. or P L IN v. 357 


It is ſurpriũng with what an univerſal aſſent I 
was heard, even by thoſe who juſt before were 
loudeſt againſt me: ſuch a wonderful change 
was wrought either by the importance of the af - 
fair, the eloquence of the ſpeech, or the reſolu- 
tion of the advocate. After I had finiſhed, Ve- 
jento attempted to reply; but the general cla- 
mour raiſed againſt him, not permitting him to 
go on, © I hope, my Lords,” faid he, you will 
not oblige me to implore the aſſiſtance of the 
e tribunes.” Immediately the tribune Murena 
cried out, You have my leave, moſt illuſtrious 
« Vejento, to proceed.” But ſtill the clamour 
was renewed. In the interval, the conſul order- 
ed the houſe to divide, and having counted the 
voices, diſmiſſed the ſenate, leaving Vejento in 


the midf{, ſtill attempting to e made 
great complaints of this as he called it), 
applying the following lines of 


omer to him- 
ſelf: . 


* Great perils, „ wait th unequal bt 
Tie yung hamp/an will pre thy wth. 


There was ſcarce a man in the ſenate that did not 
embrace and kiſs me, and all ftrove who ſhould 
applaud me moſt, for having, with the utmoſt 
hazard to myſelf, revived a cuſtom fo long diſ- 
uſed, of freely conſulting the ſenate upon affairs 
that concern the honour of the public ; in a word, 
for having wiped off that odium which was 
thrown upon it by other orders in the ſtate, 
« that the ſenators mutually favoured the mem- 
«© bers of their own body, while they were ex- 
< tremely ſevere in animadverting upon the reſt 


of their fellow-citizens.” All this was tranſ- 


* Diomede's ſpeech to Neſtor, adviſing him to re- 
tire from the field of battle. Liad. iii. 102. Pope. 


ated 
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acted in the abſence of Certus; who kept out of 
the way, either becauſe he ſuſpected ſomething of 
this nature was intended to be moved, or (as was 
faid in his excuſe) that he was really indiſpoſed. 
Cæſar, however, did not refer the examination 
of this matter to the ſenate. But I obtained ne- 
vertheleſs, what I aimed at, another perſon be- 
ing appointed to ſucceed Certus in the conful- 
ſhip, while the election of his colleague to that 
office was confirmed. And thus the wiſh with 
which I concluded my ſpeech, was actually ac- 
compliſhed: May he be obliged,” faid I, to 
„ renounce under a * virtuous prince, that re- 
« ward he received from an infamous one 1. 
Some time after I recollected as well as I could, 
the ſpeech I had made upon this occaſion; to 
which I threw in ſome additions. It happened 
(though indeed it had the appearance of veing 

hing more than caſual), that a few days after 
I had publiſhed this piece, Certus was taken ill 
and died. It was reported, that his imagination 
was continually haunted with this affair, and re- 
preſented me always before his eyes, like a man 
that was purſuing him with a dagger. Whether 
there was any truth in this rumour, | will not 
venture to affirm ; but for the ſake of example, 
however, I could wiſh it might gain credit. 
And now 1 have fent you a letter, which (con- 
ſidering it is à letter) is as long as the defence 


you ſay you have read; but you. muſt thank your- 


ſelf, for not being contented with the informa- 
tion that piece could afford you. Farewell. 


Nerva 


+ Domitian; by whom he had been appointed 


conſul eleR, though he had not yet en upon 


Epi. 
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Epift. XIV. Prix to Tacitus. 


188 you do not care to hear your own 
praiſes, yet, be aſſured, none of my wri- 
tings are more fincerely the undiſſembled dictates 
of my real thoughts, than thoſe of which you are 
the ſubject. hether, indeed, poſterity will 


concern herſelf with either of us, I know not; 
but ſurely we deſerve ſome ſmall regard at leaft, 


] will not ſay upon account of our geniuſes, (that 


would be too vain a pretenſion), but from our 


application, our labours, and that high reverence 
we pay to her. Proceed we then, my friend, in 


the courſe we have begun, which as it has con- 


ducted ſome few to the faireſt point of luſtre and 
reputation, ſo it has led out numbers from ſilence 
and obſcurity. Farewell. 


- Epift. XV. Piiny to Farco. 
J Retired to my villa at Tuſcum, with the hopes 


of paſſing my time here, at leaſt, in my own 
way : but that is a privilzge, I find, I am not to 


enjoy even here; ſo greatly am I interrupted with 


the troubleſome complaints and petitions of my 
tenants. I Lok over their papers with more 
reluctance than my own; for, to confeſs the truth, 
it is with great unwillingneſs I review even them. 
I am reviſing, however, ſome little orations; an 

ment which, after a length of time has 


intervened, is but of a very cold and unenter- 
- taining kind. In the mean while, my private 
affairs are neglected as much as if I were abſent. 
Yet I ſometimes ſo far act the part of a careful 
_ maſter of a family, as to mount my horſe-and 
ride about my farms, inſtead of taking my ex- 


erciſe in the geſtatio. As for you, I hope you 
will keep up your old cuſtom, and, in return = 
is 
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this account of my rural affairs, let me know 
what is going forward in town. Farewell. 


eit XVI. Prix to Mamitianus. 


A not ſurpriſed that the chace you mention 
.forded you infinite pleaſure, ſince the 
number of the ſlain” (to uſe our own hiſto- 
real * expreſſion) ** was not to 
for myſelf, | have neither leiſure nor inclination 
for ſports of that kind: not leiſure, becauſe 1 am 
in the midſt of my vintage ; not inclination, be- 
cauſe it has proved an extreme bad one this ſea- 
fon. However, I ſhal: be able, I hope, to draw 
off ſome new verles, at leaſt, if not new wine, 
for your entertainment, which (ſince you re- 
them in fo agreeable a manner) I will not 
fail to ſend you, as ſoon as they ſhall be thorough- 
ly ſettled. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XVII. Priny to GExTToR. 


Have received your letter, in which you com- 
plain of being highly diſguſted lately at an 
entertainment, though exceeding ſplendid, by a 
fer of butfoons, fools, and wantan pioſtitutes, 
who wete playing their antic tricks 4 round the 
Abies. 


An expreſſion frequent among the hiſtorians in 
their detcriptions of battles. 8 

+ Theſe perſons were introduced at moſt of the 
tables ot the great, for the purpoies of mirth and 
gaiety, and conſtituted an eſſeutial part in all polite 
entertainments among the Romans. It is ſurpriſing 
how ſoon this — people fell off from their ori- 


gout ſeverity of manners, and were tainted with the 


ie elinements of foreign luxury. Livy dates the 
rite of this, and other uumanly delicacies, from the 
| conquek 


counted.” As 


eg grer- 885 


g . 8 TC. © 


a 
* 


Epift. 11 or f LIN V. 351 


tables. But let me adviſe you to ſmooth your 
brew a little. I confeſs, indeed, I admit nothing 
of this kind at my own houſe ; however, I bear 
with it in others. And why then” (you will be 
ready to aſk) ** ſhould you not have them your- 
& ſelf ? The truth is, becauſe the ſoft geftures of 
the wanton, the pleaſantries of the buffoon, or 

the extravagancies of the fool, give me no enter- 
tainment, as they give me no ſurpriſe. It is my 


cular taſte, you ſee, not my judgment, that 
e 


againſt them. And, indeed, what num- 
bers are there who think the entertainments 
which you and I are moſt delighted with, to be no 


| better than impertinent follies ! How many are 


there, who as ſoon as a reader, a muſician, or a 
comedian is introduced, either take their leave of 
the company, or if they continue at the table, 
ſhew as much diſlike to this kind of diverſions, as 
you did at thoſe monſters, as you call them ! Let 
us bear therefore, my friend, with others in their 
amuſements, that they, in return, may ſhew i in- 
dulgence to ours. Farewell. 


_ Epif, xv in. Priur to SABINUS. 


th what a of application and 
ſtudy you hive read my works, and how 


| perfeatly you will treaſure them in your memo- 


ry, your letter is a. ſufficient teſtimony. Do you 
conſider, then, what a tr. ubleſome affair you are 


bringing upon your hands, when you Eindly en- 


D of Scipio Aſiaticus over Antiochus. This 
* N t army catched, it ſeems, the contagious 
of th it ſubdueT; and, at its return 


to Rome, foread an infection among their country- 


men, which worked by flow degrees till it affected 

chair total deſtruction. Thus did eaſlern * re- 

venge itſelf on Roman arms! 
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tice me, by every friendly art to communicate to 
you as many of them as poſſible? I cannot, cer- 


tainly, refuſe your requeſt; but ſhall com 


with it, however, at di 14 


ſerve ſome kind of ſucceſſion. For I would not, 
by too copious and too frequent a ſupply, over- 
burthen and confound a memory, to which [ 


already owe ſo many acknowledgments ; nor, in 


ſhort, pour in ſuch an unreaſonable quantity, as 
to oblige it to diſcharge what ic before re- 
wall” in order to retain what follows. —_— 
w 


Epift. XIX. Priny to Rurro. 


OU inform me, that you have read, in 2 
letter * of mine, that V erginius Rufus di- 


rected the following lines to —— ID 


his tomb : 


Here Rufus lies, who Vindes? arms withſtood, 
Nat for himſelf, but far his country's good. 


You cenſure him for this ; and add, that Fronti- 


up in his defence, I ht be 


could never be. ſufficient! applauded. In my 
_ opinion, every man who a great 
yore, Gees mat only op be anni 


3nd 


but approved, if he purſues that 


Immorta- 


ty of fame he has merited, and endeavours to per- 


laſting remembrance of himſeif, e- 


* To Albinus. See book 6. bet. 12:2: 
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ing with you, than one drawn from a compariſon 
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alinſcriptions. Yet bardly ſhall 
who had performed ſuch great 
reſerved upon the fub- 
je of his own actions, as Verginius was. I can 
him witneſs, (and I the happineſs to 
enjoy his intimacy and affection), that I never 
but once heard him mention his own conduct; 
and that was, in giving an account of a con- 
verſation which between him and Cluvius : 
« You well know” (faid Cluvius to him) © the fi- 
<« delity required in an hiſtorian ; you will pardon 
«© me » | hope, if you ſhould meet with 
« any thing in my v orks, that is not 
ec able to you. OCluvius,” he replied, can 
4 you be ignorant that what I did, was in order 
« that every man might enjoy the liberty of wri- 
ting what he plea 2” But let us compare 
Frontinus with him in that very inſtance, where- 
in you think the former is more modeſt and re- 
ſerved. He forbid a monument to be erected to 
him, it is true; but in what words? „The ex- 
e penſe of a monument, ſays he, © is ſuperfluous; 
« my memory will remain, if my actions deſerve 
« ir.” Is there leſs vanity, do you think, thus to 
proclaim to all the world that his memory 
would remain, than to mark upon a ſingle tomb- 
Kone, in two lines, the actions one has perform- 
ed? It is not, however, my to condemn 
r favourite; I only mean to defend Vergi- 
nius: and what argument can be more prevail- 


Fpift. 19. 


222 


achievements, ſo modeſty 


det ween him and the perſon you prefer? In my 
own opinion, indeed, neither of them deſerve to 


be condemned, ſince they both purſued glory 


with the ſame paffion, but by different roads; 


appears from hence, that this was not a teſta- 
mentary direction, but a declaration in ſome. work 


which Frontinus had publiſhed. 
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the former, in de ſiring thoſe monumental honours 


he had merited; the latter, in rather chuſing the 


appearance of deſpiſing them. Farewell. 
| Epi. XX. Prix xv to VENATOR, 


2 letter was ſo much the more agreeable 
to me, the longer it was; eſpecially as it 
turned entirely upon my works. I am not at all 
— 2 find a pleaſure in them, ſince 
1 know you have the ſame affection for every 
+ > Joog belongs to me, as yuu have for my- 
The getting in of my vintage (which though 
it has — a —— one this ſeaſon, is, 
however, more plentiful than I expected) parti- 
eularly employs me at preſent. 
with any propriety fay fo, who 
grape now and then, viſit the vine-preſs, taſte the 
muſt in the vat, and ſaunter to my domeſtics; 
who being all engaged without doors, have whol- 
ly abandoned me to my readers and my fecre- 
taries. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XXI. PLiny to SABINIANUS. 


V Our freedman, againft whom you expreſſed 


fo much anger, came to me, and threw 
himſelf at my feet with as much ſubmiſſion as 
he could have done at yours. He earneſtly re- 
queſted me with many ears, and even with all 
the eloquence of ſilent ſorrow, to intercede for 
him ; in ſhort, he convinced me by his whole be- 
haviour, that he fincerely repents of his fault. 
And I am perſuaded he is thor y reformed, 
becauſe he ſeems entirely ſenſible ef his guilt. 
I know you are angry with him, and I know too, 


It indeed I can 
gather a 


it is not without reaſon ; but clemency can never 
ert itſelf with more applauſe, than when there 


is 
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is the juſteſt cauſe for reſentment. You once 
had an affection for this man, and,, I hope, will 
have again : in the mean while, let me only pre- 
vail with you to pardon him. If he ſhould in- 
cur your diſpleaſure hereafter, you will have fo 
much the ſtronger plea in excuſe for your anger, 
as you ſhew yourſelf more exorable to him now. 
Allow fomething to his youth, to his tears, and 
to your own natural mildneſs of temper : do not 
make him uneaſy any longer; and J will add too, 
do not make yourſelf ſo; for a man of your be- 
nevolence of heart cannot be angry without 
feeling great regret. I am afraid, were I to join 
my entreaties with his, I ſhould ſeem rather to 
compel, than requeſt you to forgive him. Yet 
will not fcruple to do it; and in ſo much the 
ſtronger terms, as I have very ſharply and ſevere- 
ly reproved him, poſitively threatening never to 
interpolſe again in his behalf. But though it 
was proper to ſay this to him, in order to make 
him more fearful of oftending ; I do not ſay fo to 
you. I may, perhaps, again have occaſion to 
entreat you upon his account, and again obtain 
our forgiveneſs; iuppoling, | mean, his error 
Id be ſuch as may become me to intercede 
for, and you to pardon. Farewell. | 


Epift. XXII. Priny to Szvervs. 


T*HE illaefs of Paſſienus Paulus has occa- 

fioned to me not a little uneaſineſs; and 
indeed | have many and juſt reaſons. He has a 
moſt excellent and generous heart, of which I 
have the happineſs to ſhare the warmeſt friend- 
ſhip. In his writings he very ſucceſsfully emu- 
lates the ancients, whoſe ſpirit and manner he has 
cloſely imitatcd and Happily reſtored; eſpecially 
that of Propertius, to whom he is no leſs related 
by genius, than by blood, as he particularly re- 
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ſembles that poet in his chief When 
you read his ele gies, whatever is elegant, tender, 
and agreeable, will conſpire to charm you; as 
you will clearly diſcover they derive their lineage 
from Propertius. He has lately made ſome at- 
tempts in the lyrie kind, in which he as ſucceſſ- 
fully copies the manner of Horace, as he has 
that of the other poet juſt mentioned: You 
would imagine, were there ſuch a thing as a kin- 
dred in genius, that the blood of Horace like- 
wife — in his veins. He diſplays a moſt 
wonderful compaſs and pregnancy of imagina- 
tion: when he deſcribes the paſſion of love, you. 
perceive his heart is entirely poſſeſſed by the 
moſt tender — when he paints the e- 
motions of grief, you fee his breaſt is penetra- 
ted with the deep ſorrow; ber 322 

topics of panegyric,. it is the ar- 
2 of the warmeſt benevolence; when he di- 
verts himſelf with ſubjects of pleaſantry, it is in 
the ſpirit of the moſt agreeable gaiety ; io ſhort,. 
whatever ſpecies of poetry he engages-in, he exe- 
cutes it with fuch a maſterly hand, that one would 
imagine it — bg _— branch to — 
had applied him dangerous indi 
— — ſuch a genius, occaſion- 
ed as much anxiety to me, as it did pain to him. 
But at length he is recovered, and my peace is 
reſtored: an event which deſerves your congratu · 
lation, not only for my ſake, but for the fake of 
learning itſelf, which ran as great a hazard by 
his 1 as it will receive glory 2 re- 
covery. Farewell. 


Exif. XXIII. Prixr to Maximus. 


r as I have been 
f La that the centumyiti, after having 
| . 
| lemnity 
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» as it were, to break through all re- 

* 1 ths CADILS Endo 
„4 I have often likewiſe gained as 
much glory in the ſenate, as my utmoſt wiſhes 
could defire: but I never was touched with a 
more ſ\-nfible pleaſure than by an account which 
E lately received from Cornelius Tacitus. He in- 
formed me, that, at the laſt Circenſian e, he 
far next to a Roman knight, who, 
diſcourſe had paſled between them upon various. 
PR „ aſked him if he was an Italian, 
or a provincial? Tacitus replied, * Your ac- 
« quaintance with literature muſt have informed 
« you who Fam.” „Ay!“ faid the knight, © Pray. 
& then is it Tacitus or Pliny I am. talk; 


with?“ I cannot expreſs how n 
much 


pleaſed to find, that our. names are 1 
the proper appellatives of men, as a kind of diſ- 
tinction for learning herſelf; and that eloquence 
renders us Enown to thoſe who would be igno- 
rant of us by any other means. An aceident of 
. ppened . 2g0. 
Fabius Rufinus, a perſon of diſtingu merit, 
was placed next to me at table; ——— 
countryman of his, who was juſt then come to 
Rome for the firſt time. Rufinus defired his 
friend to take notice of me, and fell into a con- 


verſation upon the ſubject of my _— ———— to 


whom the other — x hr replie 


« muſt undoubtedly be Pliny.” To .own the 
truth, I loek upon theſe inſtances as a very con- 
fiderable recompenſe of my labours. Had De- 
moſthenes reaſon to 6 with the old wo- 
man of Athens: crying out, 9 This is Demo- 

E ſthenes ! 


The ftory; as related by Tully, is thus: De- 


moſthenes met an old woman carrying a pail of wa- 
ter, upon. which ſho whiſpers to her companion, 


« This 
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&« ſthenes !” And may I not be allowed to congra- 
tulate myſelf upon the extenſive reputation my 
name has acquired? Yes, my friend, I will rejoice 
in it, and without ſcruple own that I do. As 1 
only mention the judgment of others concerning 
me, not the opinion 1 conceive of myſelf, I am 
not afraid of incurring the cenſure of vanity *; 

eſpecially 


This is Demoſthenes !” I muſt not however cen- 
ceal from the reader, that Tully condemns the Gre- 
Cian orator for bei this occaſton, and 
accounts for it in the true ſpirit of genuine philoſo- 

phy f. apud alios logui vidalicet didicerat, non multum 
| #þ/e ſecum he had learned the art of talking to others, 
but was unacquainted, it ſeems, with the moſt in- 
ſtructive of all arts, the art of /e/-conver/e a little 
of this home-philolophy would have taught him, in 
the judgment of Tally, to rate vulgar admiration at 
a lower value. | | 


* Thoſe who have formed their notions of modeſty 
according to the falſe refinements in manners, which 
latter times have introduced, will take offence, pro- 
bably, at the ad zeous terms in which Pliny 

here, and in ſome other paſſages of theſe letters, 
ſpeaks of hitſelf. But it will not be juſt to eſtimate 
our author's character, by maxims which have been 
received in the world long ſince he left it. It is 
moſt certain that modeſty, according to the idea the 


ancients had of it, did not (neither in the truth of 


things does it) forbid a man to ſpeak well of himſelf, 
where he has merit to ſupport the character he claims. 
True modeſty conſiſted only (as indeed it ought only 
to..confiſt) in being aſhamed to comutit any thin 

baſe and unworthy ; any thing unbecoming the dig 
nity of human nature; any thing in defiance of 
that reverence we owe to ourſelves, and to that rank 
we hold in the order of rational beings : ſhe was, in 
Hort, the cafes viriutum omaium, as Tully emphatical- 

t Taſc. I. 5. 
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eſpecially from you, who, as you envy no man's 


mine. F 


reputation, ſo 5 are particularly zealous for 


ty calls her, the guardian and protectreſs of the whole 
train of human virtues. Pliny, who often recom- 
mends medeſty as one of the m oſt ſhinirig virtues in 
others, could never have ſpoken thus favourably of his 
own merit, if it had been contrary to the receiver 
notions of that moſt amiable quality. And that it 


was not, is extremely evident from the whole tenor 


of antiquity in the article of felf-commendation. 
Homer's Ulyſſes (to borrow the obſervation of a very 


polite and judicious critic) © calls himſelf the ur- 


feſt of the Grecians, as his Achilles does not ſcruple 
* to repreſent himſelf the le and moſt waliant of 
© them ; and that too in a council of all the princes : 
Virgil has given us his approbation of both the 
one and the other, in making neces tall t- 
« ly of his own piety and valour. Socrates, in Plato, 
« is always brought in to his advantage; he himſelf 
quotes the oracle, which pronounced him to be the 
« wiſeſt of men. Xenophon repreſents Cyrus upon his 
% deathbed, as taking notice of the greateſt beauty 
* of his own character, his humanity ; in a piece 
* which every one knows was deſigned for the cha- 
6 rater of a perfe& prince. Cæſar and the great 
% Jewiſh writer of his own life frequently commend 
« themſelves: the greateſt critic, as well as the 
« greateſt orator among the Romans, who ſo often 
« reckons modeſty among the things which are moſt 


« neceflary toward rendering a man great in his 


« profeſſion ; how open and frequent is he in 


% praiſing himſelf, and ſetting his own merit 
„ in a true light? But what puts this beyond 


« <i{pute (and at the ſame time, that a juſt 
© commendation of one's ſelf may be very con- 
« ſiſtent with the | 
« the ſacred writings, in which Muſes ſays of him- 
« ſelf, that he was the meli man upon earth. 
Eſſay on Pope's Odyſſ. pt. 1. 52. 


Epift. 


ſhould be none to 
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Epift. XXIV. Rin to Saninanus. 


OV have done well, upon the recommenda- 
tion of my letter, in receiving again iu- 

to your family and favour, a freedman, whom 
once admitted into a ſhare of your affection. 
will afford you, I doubt not, great ſatisfac- 
tion. It certainly, at leaſt has me, both as it is 
a proof that you are capable of being governed in 
your paſſion, and as it is an inftance of your 
paying fo much regard to me, as either to yield 
to my authority, or to comply with my requeſt. 
You will accept, therefore, at once, both of m 
applauſe and my thanks. At the fame time I mutt 
adviſe you, to be diſpoſed for the future to par- 
don the errors of your people, there 
interpoſe in their 


Epift. XXV. Pr to Manitianvus. 


OU make great complaints of the croud of 
a—_— irs which preſs you ; and 
et, aS1 were enjoying the uninterrupt- 
S poetical 
trifles, and not a little encourage me ſtill to per- 
ſevere in them. I begin, indeed, to purſue this 
Find of ſtudy, not only with a view to my amuie- 
ment, but my glory, ſince they have approved 
themſelves to the judgment of a man of your gra- 
vity, and learning, and what is more than all, 
of your veracity. At 8 have ſome ry 
upon my hands, which (though not very deep 
indeed, howerer) engage me; when | ſhall hae 
diſpatched theſe, | will again truſt my muſe in 
your candid boſom. You will ſuffer my little 
doves and ſparrows to take wing among your 
See let. 21. of this book. . 
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eagles *, if you ſhould have the ſame good opi- 
nion of them as they have of themſelves ; if not, 
you will kindly confine them to their cage and 
their neſts. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XXVI. Privy to LuyERcus. 


— once (and I think not improperly) of a 
certain orator of the preſent age, whoſe com- 
—— are extremely regular and correct, but 

no means ſublime and ornamented, his only 
6“ fault is, that he has none.” Whereas he who 
is poſſeſſed of the true ſpirit of oratory, ſhould be 
bold and elevated, and ſometimes even flame out 
and be hurried- away with all the warmth and 
violence of paſſion ; in ſhort, he ſhould frequent- 
ly ſoar to great, and even rous heights : for 
precipices are generally near whatever is towering 
and exalted. Phe plain, it is true, affords 4 


ſaſer, but for that reaſon a more humble and in- 


grow path : they that run, are more likely to 
umble than they that creep; but the latter gain 
no honour by not ſlipping, while the former even 
fall with glory. It is with eloquence as with 
me other arts; ſhe is never more pleaſing than 
when ſhe hazards moſt. Have you not obſerved 
what acclamations our ropedancers excite, at the 
inſtant of imminent danger ? Whatever is moſt 


unexpected and hazardous, or, as the Greeks 


ſtrongly expreſs it, whatever is moſt daring, has 
always the greateſt ſhare of our admiration. The 
pilot's fill is by no means equally proved in a 
calm, as in a ſtorm: in the former caſe he tame- 
ly enters the port, unnoticed and unapplauded ; 
but when the cordage cracks, the maſt bends, and 
the rudder groans, then is it that he ſhines forth 
in full luſtre, and is adored as little inferior to a 
ſea-god. The reaſon of my making this obſer- 
* Alluding to the Roman ſtandard, which was an 
eagle fixed upon the top of a ſpear. 2 
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vation is, becauſe, if I miſtake not, you have 
marked ſome paſſages in my writings for 
tumid, exorbi:ant, and over-wrought, which, in 
my eſtimation, are full, and bold, and ſublime. 
But it is material to conſider, whether your cri- 
ticiſm turns upon ſuch peints as are real faults, 
or only ſtriking and remarkable expreſſions. 
Whatever is elevated is ſure to be obſerved ; but 
it requires a very nice j to diſtinguiſh the 
bounds between true and alie randeur ; between 
a juſt and enormous height. To give an inſtance 
out of Homer, both of the grand and elevated 
ſtyle, in the following lines; which can ſcarce, 
1 N have eſcaped any reader's obſerva- 
tion ! 


Heav' n in loud thunder bids the trumpet found ; 
And e eee rending ground * ; 


Reclin'd on clouds his ſteed and armonr lay +. 
So in this whole paſſage: 


t As torrents roll, increas'd by numerous rills, 

With rage unpetuous dnun their echoing hills, 
Ruſh to the vales, and pour'd along the plain, 
Roar through a thouſand channels to the main. 


It 2 I fay, a very delicate hand to poiſe 
thele » And determine whether they are 
too 
® Ttiad. xxi. 387. Pope's tranf. 
1 Niad. v. 356. ſpeaking of Mars. 
t Iliad. 4. ver. 452. Pope's tranil. It is with great 


jadgment Pliny diſtinguiſſies between 

elevation, which, though they are ſometimes us 
founded, are moſt certainly diſtinct. Grandeur 
ſeems to conſiſt 3 * and is 11 


3 
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too figurative and lofty, or ti uly majeſtic or 
ublime. Not that I think any bing which I 
have wrote or can write, admits of cempar.ſon 
with theſe. I am not extravagant enough to ſay 
ſo: what | would be undei ſtood to contend for 
is, that we ſhould throw up the rein; to elo- 
quence, nor reſtrain the daring flights of genius 
wiihin too narrow a compass. But it will be 
faid, perhaps, there is a wide difference between 


orators and poets; as if, in truth, I ully were 


not as bold in his figures as any of the pcets. 
But not to mention particular inſtances from him, 
in a point where, | imagine, there can be no 


diſpute ; does Demoſthenes himſeli, that mo- 


firſt of the five ſpecies of ſublimity which Longinus 
has enumerated. The paſſage that admired critic 
quotes from the account which Moſes gives of the 
creation, is of this kind: God ſaid, Let there le 
light, and there was light. Here is nothing in the 
expreſſion ornamented or elevated; the language is 
plain and fimple, yet conveys to the mind the noble; 
idea of omnipotence that the utmoſt efforts cf the 
ſtrongeſt imagination can conceive. But when a 


ſublime thought is clothed (if J may fo lay) in all the 


raceful propriety of juſt figure, it then becomes e- 
— The illuſtrations which our author produ- 
ces from Homer, are of this ſort, where greatneſs of 
ſentiment is heightened by beauty or imagery. 

* The ceſ.gn of Fliny in this letter is, to juitify the 
figurative expreſſions he had employed, probably in 
ſome oration, by infiances of the fame warmth ct co- 
louring from thoſe great maſters of cloguence, De- 
moſthenes and his rival Eſchines. But the force of 


the paſſages which he produces from tic ſe orators, 


muſt neceſſarily be greatly weakened to 2 mere mo- 
dern reader, ſome of them being only hinted at, as 
generally well known ; and the metaphers in ſeveral 
of the others, have either loft much of their original 
ſpirit and boldcefs, by being introduced and received 
into common language, cr cannot, perhaps, be pre- 
icrved iu an Engliſh tranſtation. 

Vor. II. I 1 del 
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del and ftandard of true oratory, does Demoſthe 


neſs check and repreſs the fire of his genius, in 
that well-known paſſage which begins thus, 


« Ye infamous flatterers, ye evil genii?” &c, — 


And again, ** It is neither with ſtones nor bricks 
& that I have fortiſied this city,” &c. — And af- 
terwards; I have thrown up theſe outworks 
© before Attica, and pointed out to you all the 
t reſourc2s which human prudence can ſuggeſt,” 
Sc. — And in another place; O my coun- 
ee trymen, I ſwear by the immortal gods, that he 


ce js intoxicated with the grandeur of his own 


tc actions, &c. — But what can be more daring 
and beautiful than that long digreſſion, which 
begins in this manner: A terrible diſeaſe, O 
my countrymen, has ſized upon all Greece,” 
e.! The following paſſage likewiſe, 
thouzh ſomething ſhorter, is conceived in the 
{ame boldneſs of metaphor : — Then it was 
<< I roſe up in oppoſition to the daring Pytho, 
„ who poured forth a torrent of menaces againſt 
© you, Sc. — The ſubſequent ſtricture is of the 
ume ſtamp: 4+ When a man has ſtrengthened 
„ himſelf, as Philip has, in avarice and wicked- 
“ neſs, upon the firſt pretence that offers itſelf, 
< at the firſt falſe ſtep, be it ever fo inconſider- 
<< able, he brifiles up his mane and deſtroys all,” 
Sc. — So in the fame ſtyle with the foregoing 
is this:“ — “ Railed off, as it were, from the 
<< privileges of ſociety, by the concurrent and juſt 
«© ;udgmeats of the three tribunals in the cy. _ 
And in the fame place: O Ariftogiton ! you 
have betrayed that mercy which uied to be 
ee ſhewn to offences of this nature, or rather in- 


« deed, you have wholly exhauſted it. In vain 


«© then woul.l you fly for refuge to a port, which 
« you have ſhut up, and choked with piles. 
He had ſaid before; I am afraid, therefore, you 
«© ſhould appear, in the judgment of ſom e, to have 
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e (ot up a public office for bad education; for there 


« ig a weakneſs in all wickedneſs, which renders 
6 jt unable to ſupport itſelf!” And a little low- 
«er; © | ſes none of theſe reſources open to 
him; but all is precipice, gulf, and profound 
% abyſs.” — And again: Nor do | imagine that 
our anceſtors erected thoſe courts ef judicature, 
© that men of his character ſhould ve planted 
there; but, on the contrary, that none may 
e defire to imitate their evil actions. — And at- 
ter wards: If he : then the artficer of everv 
« wickednefs, if he openly makes it his trude an 
& traffic,” &ce.— And a thouſand otter paſl.- 
ges waich I might cite to the fame purpoſe ; not 
to mention thoſe expreſſions which Æſchine 
fays, are not words, but wonders. — You wi! 
tell me, perhaps, I have unwarily mencioned 
Aſchines, ſince Demoſthenes is condemned ore; 
by him, for running into theſe figurative expre!- 
fhons. But obſerve, I cntreat you, hov? far ſu- 
perior the former orator is to his citicizer, and ſu- 
perior too in the very paſſages to which he ob- 
jects: for in others, the ſtrength of his genius 
diſcovers itfeif ; in thoſe above quoted, the ſubli- 
mity of it thines out. But does Æſchines him- 
ſelf avoid what he reproves in Demoſthencs ? 
« "The orator,” fſiys he, Arhenians, and the 
“e law, ought to ſbeat the fame language; but 
„hen the varce of the law declares one thing, 
and that of the orater another, we ſhould give 


our vote to the juſtice-of the law, not to the 


e impudence of the orator.” — And in another 
place: He afterwards manifeſtly diſcovered the 
„ defign he had, of concealing his fraud under 
«cover of the decree, having expreſsly declared 
therein, that the ambaſſadors ſent to the Oretæ 
gave the five talents, not to you, but to Cal- 
e las. ' And that you may be convinced what i 
* fay is the truth ow having Hripped the decree 
LI * of 
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of its zclicys, its pomp and oſtentation) read the 
4 clauſe itſelf,” — And in another part: Su- 
fer him not to break over and wander out of the 
limits of the queſtion.” A metaphor he is fa 
fond of, that he repeats it again: ** But remain- 
ing firm and confident in the aſſembly, drive 
« him into the merits of the queſtion, and obſerve 
«<. well how he deubles.” — Is his ſtyle more reſer- 
ved and ſimple, when he ſays, But you are for 
« ever Wweumding our ears, and are more concern- 
«ed in the ſucceſs of your 62*'75 harangues, than 
for the ſalvation of the city? — What follows 
is conceived in a yet higher ſtrain of figure: 
„Will you not expel this man as the common 
« calamity of Greece! will you not ſeize and 
* puniſh this Pirate of the ſtate, who ſai!s about 
in queſt of favourable conjunctures? c. 
with many other paſiages of the like nature. And 
now I expect you will make the ſame attacks up- 
on certain expreſſions in this letter, as you did 
upon thoſe I have been endeavouring to defend. 
"The rudder that grears, and the pilot compared 
to a ſea-god, will not, I imagine, eſcape your criti- 
cim: for 1 perceive while | am ſuing for indul- 
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gence to my former ſtyle, I have fallen into the 


ſame turn of figure that you condemn. But at- 
tack them if you pleaſe, provided you will imme- 
diately appoint a day when we may meet to dif- 
cuis theſe matters in perſon : you will then, either 
teach me to be 1-{s daring, or I. ſhall learn you to 
be more bold. Farewell. 


Erit. XXVII. Puiy to LATERANUS. 


Have had many occaſions to obſerve the 
power, the dizni:y, the majeſty, and I will 

add too, even the divine efficacy there is in hiſto- 
'+y, but 4 never met with fo ſtrong an inſtance of 


it as lately. An author had recited part of an 


hiſtorical 
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hiſtorical performance, which he had drawn up 
with the utmoſt regard to truth, reſerving the re- 
mainder for another day. When behold! the 
friends of a certain perſon came to him, and ear- 
neſtly conjured him not to recite the reſt: ſo 
much were they aſhamed to hear thoſe actions 
repeated, which vet they did not bluſh to com- 
mit: the hiſtorian complied (as he well might, 
without any breach of honour) with their re- 
guett. But, however, both the hiſtory and tte 
Action ſtill remain, and will ever remain and be 
read; and read tog with ſo much the greater 
curioſity, as the publication of it is delayed: for 


nothing raiſes the inquiſitive difpofition of man- 


kind fo much, às to delet the gratification cf it. 
Farewell. 


Epiſt. XXVII. Piixy to Romaxus, 


> Our letters have at length reached me, and 

I received three at once; all written in the 
ſtrongeſt {;iric of eloquence and friendſhip, and 
ſuch as I had reaſon to expect from you, eſpe- 
cially after having wiſhed for them fo long. In 
cre, you injoin me the very agr.eable com- 
miſſion of forwarding your letter to that excel- 


lent lady, the virtuous “ Plotina: 1 will take care 


do- 


* Plotina was conſort to the emperor Trajan. 
Her virtues are celebrated by ſeveral hiſtorians, and 
our author draws a mcit amiable character of her in 
ſew words, in his noble panegyric upon that prince. 
He repreſents her (and he could not give a * 1 
idea of her) as meriting the choice of that excellent 


emperor; of a ſanctity of manners worthy of ancient 
Rome; plain in her habit, modeit in her equipage, 
and polite in her addreſs, She greatly contributed, 
it is ſaid, to the wiſe choice which Trajan made of a 
ſucceiſor; and Adrian, in gratitude for her good of- 
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to do ſo. At the ſame time you recommend to 
me Popilius Artemiſius; and accordingly I have 
performed your requeſt. You tell me alſo your 
ra_ has proved extremely moderate, T hat 
complaint, notwithſtanding we are ſeperated by 
ſuch diſtant countries, is common to us both. 
Your ſecond letter informs me, that you are em- 
ployed in dictating and writing upon a ſubject, 
wherein you have me ſtrongly in view. I am 
much obliged to you ; and ſhould be more fo, it 
you would give me the pleaſure of reading your 
performance. It is but juſt indeed, that as [. 
communicate to jou all my compoſitions, you 


ſhould ſuffer me to of yours, even 


though they ſhould turn upon ſubjects which 
concern others. You promiſe me in the cloſe of 
your letter, that as ſoon as you ſhall be informed 
with certainty, in what manner I intend to diſ- 
poſe- of myſelf, you will make an elopement 
from your family,. and immediately fly to me: I 
am already preparing certain chains for you, 


which, when I have you here, you will by no 


means be able to break through. I learn from 
your third, that my oration in behalf of Clarius 
has been delivered to you, which appears, it 


ſeems, more full than when you heard it pro- 
nounced. It is fo, I confeſs; for 1 afterwards 


very conſiderably enlarged it. You mention 


having ſent me another letter, which you ſay 


was written with peculiar elegance, and deſire to 
know if I have received it: I have not, but im- 
patiently wiſh for its arrival. To make me a- 
mends, write to me upon every the firſt oppor · 


tunity, and pay me with full intereſt for this de- 


lay; which I ſhall compute, be aſſured, at the 


fices to him in that election, dedicated a magnificent 
. teraple to her memory, at Niſmes in Languedoc; 
- the remains of which are ſtill ta be ſeen. 
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higheſt rate: for tell me, can I acquit you upon 


more reaſonable terms? Farewell. 


Epift. XXIX. Prix to RusTicus., 
S it is far better to excel in any ſingle art, 


than to arrive only at a mediocrity in. 
ſeveral; ſo, on the other hand, a moderate ſkill 
in ſeveral is to be preferred, where one cannot 


attain to perfection in any. Upon this maxim | 


it is, that I have attempted compoſitions of va- 
rious ſorts, as. I could not expect to carry any 
articular one to its higheſt point of excellency. 
hope,. therefore, when you read any perform- 
ance of mine, you will cot: ſider it with that 


| Indulgence which is due to an author, who has 


not confined- himſelf to a ſingle manner of wri- 
ting, but has ſtruck out into different kinds. In 
every other ſort of. workmanſhip,* the number 
pleads ſome excuſe for the deficiencies of the 
artiſt ; and ſhall works of literature, the molt 
difficult of. all others, be tricd by a feverer law ? 
But whilſt I am beſpeaking your candour, am I 
not bringing my gratitude-in queſtion ? For, ic 
you receive theſe laſt pieces with the ſume indul- 
gence that you have all my former, I have more 
reaſon to hope for your applauſe, than to ſue for 
your pardon. However, your pardon. will be 


| ſufficient. Farewell. 


Epiſt. XXX. PIM to Geminius. 


70 U have frequently in converſation, and 
Y lately in a letter, commended your friend 
Nonius to me for his great liberality to ſome par- 
ticular perſons : I ſhall join with you in his ap- 
plauſe, if his bounty is not confined to thoſe only. 


| I would have him who deſires to ſhew-himſclt 


influenced by a ſpirit of true generoſity, be liberal 
to 
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to his country, his kindred, his relations, and 


his friends; his friends, I mean, in diſtrefſs: nor 


like thoſe who chiefly beſtow their preſents, 
where there is the greateſt ability to make re- 
turns. I do not look upon ſuch as parting with 
any thing of their own ; on the contrary, I con- 
ſider their bounti:s as only ſo many diſguiſed 
baits, thrown out with a defign of catching the 
property of others. Much of the fame character 
are thoſe who defraud one man in order to bc 

enerous to another, and purſue munificence 
through the paths of avarice. "The firſt and 
fundamental principle of genuine liberality, is to 
be contented with one's own; and after that to 
cheriſh and embrace all the moſt indJizent of 


every kind, in one compreheufive circle of bene- 


volence. If your friend obſe ves this rule in its 
full extent, he is entirely to be commended if he 
only partially purſue: it, ſtill he deferves (in a l 


degree indeed, however, be deferves) applauſe :. 


fo uncommon is it to meet with an inſtarce of 
pr even of the moſt imperfect kind f The 
uſt of avarice has ſo totally ſeized upon man- 
kind, that their wealth f:ems rather to poſſcis 
them, than they to poſſeſs their wealth. Fare- 


well. 


Epiſt. XXXI. Prix v to SAR pus. 


Still continued with vou, notwithſtanding 
we had parted : for I entertained myſelf with 
reading over yuur book. And J frequently le- 


peated with particular ſondneſs (I honeſtly own 
it) thoſe pailages of which I am the ſubject: a 


ſubject upon which, indeed, you have been ex- 
tremely copious. With what a variety of ex- 
preſſion, and in how many different lights have 
lame perſon? Will you ſuffer me to mingle my 
BE applautes. 


you placed the fame ſentiments concerning the 


ER. o& 
applauſes with my acknowledgments? I can do 


neither, ſufficiently ; and if I could, there would 


be ſomething, I fear, of vanity, in making that 
the ſubje of my praiſe, which is, in truth, the 
object of my thanks, I will only add then, that 


] thought your compliments to me raiſed the 


merit of your performance; as the merit of your 
performance heightene the pleaſure of your 
compliments. Farewell. 


Evid. XXXII. Privy to TIriAxus. 


propoſe to do? As for myſelf, I paſs my 
life in the moſt agrecable, that is, in the moſt dif- 


engaged manner imaginable. I do not find my- 


ſelf, therefore, in the humour to write a long let- 
ter, though 1 am to read one. I am too much 
a man of pleaſure for the former, and juft idle 


enough for the latter: for none are more indo- 
lent, you know, than the voluptuous, or have 


more curi on than thoſe who have nothing to 
do. Farewell. PEEK 5 


Epi. XXXIII. Pri to Caxixius. 


Have met with a ſtory, which, though it is 
ſupported by undoubted credit, has all the 


air of fable, and would afford a very proper ſub- 


ject for the ſublimity of your lively, and truly 
poetical genius. It was related to me the other 
day at table, where the converſation happened 
to turn upon various kinds of miraculous events. 
The perſon who gave the account, was a man 


of unſuſpected veracity : — but what has a poet 


to do with truth? However, you might venture 


ta my upon his teſtimony, even though you had. 


the c er of a faithful hiſtorian to ſupport. 


There is in Aftica a town called Hippo, ſituated - 


nct 


Hat are you doing ? and what do you 
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not far from the ſea- coaſt: it ſtands upon a navi- 
gable lake, from whence a current runs into the 
main ocean, which ebbs and flows with the ſea. 
Perſons of all ages divert themſelves here with 
fiſhing, failing, or ſwimming; eſpecially boys, 
whom love ot play and idleneſs bring hither. 
The conteſt among them is, who ſhall have the 
glory of ſwimming fartheſt; and he that leaves the 
ore and his companions at the greateſt diſtance, 
gains the victory. It happened in one of theſe 
trials of ſkill, that a certain boy, more bold than 
the reſt, launched out towards the oppoſite ſhore. 
He was met by a dolphin , who ſometimes 
ſwam before him, and ſometimes behind him, 
then played round him, and at laſt took him up- 
on his back, then let him down, and afterwards 
took him up again; and thus carried the poor 
frighted boy out into the deepeſt part; when im- 
mediately he turns back again to the ſhore, and 
lands him among his companions. The fame 
of this, remarkable accident ſpread through the 
town, and crouds of people flacked round the 
boy (whom they viewed as a kind of prodigy) to. 
aſk him queſtions and hear him relate 8 
The next day the ſhore was: lined: with multi- 
tudes of ſpectators, all attentively obſerving the 
ocean, and (what indeed is almoſt itſelf an ocean) 
the lake. In the mean while the boys ſwam 
as uſual, and among the reſt, the youth I am. 
ſ..caking. of went into the lake, but with more 


caution than before. The dolphin appeared a- it 
gain, and came ta the tay, who together with his 0 
companicns ſwam away with the utmoſt preci- ti 


* This animal is celebrated by ſeveral of the an- 
cients for its philanthropy, and Pliny the elder, in 
particular, relates this very ſtory, among other in- 
ſtances, in confirmation of that notion. See Phn. 
hif,, nat. I. 9. c. 8. | 
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pitation. The dolphin, as it were, to invite and 
recall them, bounded and dived up and down, 


winding about in a thouſand different circles. 


This he practied for ſeveral days together, till 
the people (accuſtomed from their infancy to the 
ſea) began to be aſhamed of their timidity. They 
ventured, therefore, to advance nearer, playing 
with him and calling him to them, while he, in 
return, ſuffered himſelf to be touched and ſtroked. 
Uſe rendered them more courageous : The boy, 
in particular, who firſt made the experiment, 
ſwam by the fide of him, and leaping upon his 
back, was Carried about in that manner : thus 
they began to be fond of and acquainted with 
each other. There ſeemed now, indeed, to be 
no fear on either fide, the confidence of the one 
and tameneſs of the other mutually increafing ; 
the reſt of the boys in the mean while ſurround- 
ing and encouraging their companion. It is 


very remarkable, that this dolphin was followed 


by a ſecond, which ſeemed only as a ſpectator 
and atten:Jant on the former; for he did not at 


all ſubmit to the ſame familiarities as the firſt, 


but only conducted him backwards and forwards, 
as the boys did their comrade. But what is 
farther ſurpriſing, and no lefs true than that I 
have alrcady related, is, this dolphin who thus 
pliyed with the boys and carried them upon his 
back, would come upon the ſhore, dry bimſelf in 
the ſand, and as foon as he grew warm, roll back 
into the fea, Octavius Avitus, deputy-governor 
of the province, from an abſurd piece ot ſuperſti- 


tion, poured * ſome precious ointment over him 


It was a religious ceremony practiſed by the 
ancients, to pour precious ointments upon the ſtatues. 
of their gods: Avitus, it is probable, imagined this 
dolphin was ſome ſea- divinity, and therefore expreſſed 
his veneration of him by he folemnity of a ſacre ! 
union. | g 


as 


384 Tur EPISTLES PookIX. 


as he lay on the ſhore: the novelty and (mel! 
of which made him retire into the ocean, and 
it was not till after ſeveral days that he was ſeen 
again, when he appeared dull and languid ; how- 
ever, he recovered his ſtrength, and continued 
his uſual wanton tricks. All the magiſtrates 
round the country flocked hither to view this 
ſight, the entertainment of whom upon their ar- 
rival, and during their ſtay, was an additional 
expenſe, which the ſlender finances of this litile 
community would ill afford; beſides, the quiet 


and retirement of the place was utterly deſtroyed. 


It was thought proper therefore to remove the 
occaſion of this concourſe, by privately killing 
the poor dolphin. And now, with what a flow 
of tenderneſs will you defcrite this fad “ cata- 
ſtrophe! and how will your genius adorn and 


heighten this moving ſtory! I hough, indeed, it 


does not require any fictitious embellithinents ; 


it will be ſufficient to place the real circumſtances 


in their full light. Farewell. 


* The overflowing humanity of Pliny's temper 
breaks out upon all occaſions, but he diſcovers it in 
nothing more ſtrongly than by the impreihon which 
this little ſtory appears to have made upon him. 
True benevolence, indeed, extends itſelf through the 
whole compaſs of exiſtence, and ſymphathizcs with 
the diſtreſs of every creature capable of ſenſation, 
Little minds may be apt to conſider a compaſſion of 
this inferior kiad, as an initance of weakneſs ; but 
it 1s undoubtedly the evidence of a noble nature. 
Homer thought it not unbecoming the character 
even of a hero, to melt into tea:'s at a diſtreſs of this 
fort, and has given us a moſt amiable and affe ctin 
picture of Un 
gus, when he expires at his feet. 


Epijl, 


es weeping over his faithful dog Ar- 
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Epiſt. XXXIV. Prixv to TRAN N TLus. 


1 AM under a ſtrange 28 which you muſt 
* 


ſettle. I have not, I am told, a good manner 
of reading verſes: my talent lying chiefly in re- 
citing orations, I ſucceed ſo much the worſe, it 
ſeems, in poetry. I deſign therefore, as I am to 
recite ſome poems to my particular friends, to 


make uſe of my freedman for that purpoſe. It 


is an inſtance, I own, of my treating the with 
little ceremony, that I employ a periva who is 
not himſelf very expert in this way. However, 
he will perform, I know, better than I can, pro- 
vided his fears do not diſconcert him; for he is 
as unpractiſed a reader as | ama poct. Now the 
important queſtion is, how I ſhall behave while 


he is reading; whether I ſhall fit in a fixed and 


indolent potfure, or follow him as he pronounces, 
with my eyes, hands, and voice; a manner which 
ſome, you know, practiſe * But I am apprehen- 
five I can beat time * no better than I can read. 1 
repeat it again therefore, you muſt extricate irc 
out of this wondrous difficulty, and write me 
word whether you think it more excuſable to 
read ill, than to practiſe or omit any of the 
w_— circumſtances above mentioned. Face- 
= 


Epift. KXXV. Prix to Arrius. 


Have received the book, which you ſent me, 
| and return you thanks for it: but ain at pte- 


In the original it is called /ahatio, which means 


2 motion of the hands accommodated, either ta one's 
own or another's elocution. Our language does not 
ſupply a proper word for this geſture, 

3 K K ſent 
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ſent ſo wuch engaged, that I have not time to 
read it: which, however, I impatiently wiſh to 
do. TI have that high reverence for learning in 
general, and for your compoſitions in particular, 
that I think it a fort of profanation to approach 
them but with a mind entirely diſengaged. — I 
extremely approve of your care in reviſing your 
works; remember, however, this exactneſs has 
its limits: too much poliſhing rather weakens 
than ſtrengthens a performance. Beſides, this 
excethve delicacy, while it calls one off from 
other purſuits, not only prevents any new at- 
tempts, but does not even finiſh what it has be- 
gun. Farewell, 


Epijt. X XXVI. Plixv to Fuscus. 


70 U deſire to know in what manner I diſ- 
L pole of my time, in ſummer, at my villa at 
Tuſculum. I riſe juſt when I] find myſelf in the 
humour, though generally with the tun ; ſome- 


times indeed ſooner, but ſeldom later. When 


Jam up, I continue to keep the ſhutters of my 
chamber-windows cloſed, as darkneſs and filence 
wonderfully promote meditation. Thus free 
and abſtracted from thoſe outward objects which 
diffipate attention, I am left to my own thoughts; 
nor ſuffer my mind to wander with my eyes, but 


keep my eyes in ſubjection to my mind, which, 


when they are not diſtracted by a multiplicity of 
external objects, ſee nothing but what the imagi- 
nation repreſents to them. 1f I have any compo- 
ſition upon my hands, this is the time I chuſe 
to conſider it, not only with reſpect to the gene- 
ral plan, but even the ſtyle and expreſſion, which 
I ſettle and correct as if I were actually writing. 
In this manner I compoſe more or leſs as the 
ſubject is more or leſs difficult, and I find my- 
ſelf able o retain it. Then I call my ſecretary, 

. and, 


m 


— 
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and, opening the ſhutters, 1 dictate to him what 
] have compoſed, after waich I diſmiſs him far a 
little while, and then call him in again. About 
ten or eleven of the clock, (for 1 do not obterve 
one fixed hour), according as the weather proves, 
] either walk upon my terrace, or in the covered 
portico, and there I continue to medit.te or dic- 


tate what remains upon the ſubject in which i 


am engaged. From thence I get into my chariot, 
where I employ myſelf as before, when | was 
walking or in my ſtudy ; and find this changing 
of the Ik preſerves and enlivens my attention. 
At my 1eturn home, I repoie myſelf; then i take 
a walk, and after that, repeat aloud ſome Greek 
or Latin oration, not ſo much for the ſake of 
ſtrengthening my elocution “ as my di geſtion; 
though indeed the voice at the ſame time finds 
its account in this practice. Then I walk ajain, 
am anointed, take my exerciſcs, and go into the 
bath. At ſupper, if I have only my wiie, oi a 
few friends with me, ſome author is read to us; 
and after ſupper we are entertained either With 
muſi:, or an interlude. When that is finiſhed, 
I take my walk with my family, in the number 
of which I am not without ſome perſons of lite - 
rature. Thus we paſs our evenings in various 
converſation ; and the day, even when it is at 
the longeſt, ſteals away imperceptibly. Upon 
ſome occaſions, I change the order in certain of 
the articles above mentioned. For inſtance, if I 


* By the regimen which Pliny here follows, one 
would imagine, if he had not told us who were his 
phyficians, that the celebrated Celſus was in the 
number. That author expreſsly recommends read- 
ing aloud, and afterwards walking, as beneficial in 
diiorders of the lomach : S gut fomacho laborat, 
legere clare debet © poſt ledinmem, ambalare, c. Celſi 


medic. I. 1. c. 8. . 
K k 2 have 
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have ſtudied longer or walked more than uſual, 
after my ſecond ſleep, and reading an oration or 
too aloud, inſtzad of uſing my chariot I get on 
horſcback; by which means I take as much ex- 
erciſe, and loſe leſs time. The viſits of my friends 
from the neighbouring villages claim ſome part 


of the day; and fometimes, by an agreeable in- 


terruption, they come in very ſeaſonably to re- 
lieve me when I am fatigued. I now and then 


amuſe mytelf with ſporting, but always take my 


tablets into the fields, that though I ſhould not 
meet with game, I may at leaſt bring home ſome- 
thing. Part of my time too (though not ſo much 
as they deſire) is allotted to my tenants ; and 1 
hnd their ruſtic complaints give a zeſt to m 
ſtudies and engagements of the politer kind 
Farewell. ER 


Epilt. XXXVH. Priny to Paviinus. 


A* you are not of a diſpoſition to expect from 
your friends the common ceremonies of 
the world, when they cannot obſerve them with- 
out inconvenience to themſelves ; ſo I too warmly 
love you to be apprehenſive you will take other- 
wiie than I wiſh you ſhould, my not waiting 
upon you on the firſt day of your entrance upon 
the conſular office; eſpecially as I am detained 


here by the neceflity of letting my farms upon 


long leaſes. I am obliged to enter upon an en- 
tire new method with my tenants; for under 
the former leaſes, though I made them very con- 
ſiderable abatements, they have run greatly in 
artear. For this reaſon ſeveral of them have, 
not only taken no ſort of care to leſſen a debt, 
wich they found themfelves incapable of whol- 
ly difcharging ; but even ſeized and conſumed 
ail the produce of the lands, in the belief that it 
would now be no advantage to themſelves to 


| ſpace 
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ſpare it. I muſt therefore obviate this ĩiaereaſing 
evil, and endeavour to find out ſome remedy a- 
gainſt it. The only one I can think of is, not 
to reſerve my ren: in money, but in kind, and 
ſo place fome of my ſervants to overlook the 
tillage, and guard the ſtock; as indeed there is 
no fort of revenue more agreeable to reaſon, than 
what ariſes from the bounty of the foil, the ſea- 
ſons and the climate. It is true, this method 
will require great integrity and diligent atten- 
dance in the perſon | appoint my bailit, and put 
me to the experſe of employing many hands. 
However, I mult hazard the experiment ; and, 
as in an inveterate dittemper, try every change 
of remedy. You fee, it is not any pleaſurable 
indulzence, that prevents my attending you on 
the ſiiſt day of your conſulſnip. 1 ſhall celebrate 
it nevertheleſs, as much as if I were preſent, and 
pay my vows fer you here, with all the warmeſt 
ſentiments of joy and conzratulation. Farewel!. 


Epiſt. XXXVIIE. Prixy to SATURNINXUS, 
ES, I ſincerely applaud your friend Rufus; 


not be-2uſe you deſire me, but becauſe J 
think he highly merits approbation. I have read 
his very fiaiſhed performance; to which, thou; h 
my affection for the author added a conſiderable 
recommendation, yet it did not blind my judg- 
ment: for the malicious critic is not, 1 truſt, 


the only judicious reader. F arewell. 
Epi. XXXIX. Prix to Musrius. 


N compliance with the advice of the * aru- 
ſpices, | intend to rebuild and enlarge the 


»The buſineſs of the aruſpices was, to examine 
the beaſts Which were offered in ſacrifice, and from 
thence to foretell the ſucceſs of any enterpite. 


K k 3 temple 
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temple of Ceres, which ſtands upon my eſtate. 
It is indeed a very ancient fabric, and though 
extremely ſmall, yet upon a certain ſtated anni- 
verſary is much frequented. On the 13th of 
September great numbers of people from all the 
country round aſſemble there, at which time 
many affairs are tranſacted, and many vows paid. 
and offered ; but there is no ſhelter for them a- 
gainſt the inclemency of the weather. I ima- 
gine, then, I ſhall do at once an act of piety and 
muntkcence, if at the fame time that I build a 
beautiful temple, I add to it a ſpacious portico ; 
the firſt for the ſervice of the goddeſs, the other 
for the uſe of the e. I beg therefore you 
would purchaſe for me four marble pillars, of 
whatever kind you ſhall think proper; as alſo a 
quantity of marble for laying the floor and in- 
eruſting the walls. You muſt likewiſe either 
Þuy a ſtatue of the goddeſs, or procure one to 
be made;. for age has maimed, in ſome parts, the 
ancient one of wood which ſtands there at pre- 
ſent. With reſpect to the portico, I do not re- 
collect there is any thing you can ſend me that 
will be ſerviceable; unleſs you will ſketch me 
out a plan ſuitable to the ſituation of the place. 
It is not practicable to build it round the temple, 
beca..ſc it is encompaſſed an one fide by the 
river whoſe banks are exceedingly ſteep ; and on. 
the other, by the high road. Beyond this road. 
lies a very large meadow, in which the portico 
may be conveniently enough placed, oppoſite to 
the temple; unleſs you, Who know ſo well how 
to conquer the tnconveniencies. of nature, by art, 
can propoſe ſome better ſituation. — 


Ebi. 
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Epift. XL. Priny to Fuscus. 
* are much pleaſed, I find, with the ac- 


count I gave you in my former * letter, of 
the manner in which I ſpend rhe fummer-ſeaſon 
at Tuſculum ; and defire to know what alteration 
I make in my method, when I am at Laurenti- 
num in the winter? None at all, except abrid- 
ging myſclf of my ſleep at noon, and employing 
part of the night in ſtudy; and if any cauſe re- 
quires my attendance at Rome, (which in win- 
ter very frequently happens), inſtead of having 
interiudes or muſic after ſupper, I meditate upon 
what I have dictated, and, by often reviſing it in 
my own mind, fix it in my memory. Thus 
have given you my ſcheme of life in ſummer and 


winter; to which you may add the intermediate 


feaſons of ſpring and autumn. As at thoſe times 
F loſe nothing of the day, fo I ſtudy but little in 


the night. Farewell. 


nr. 


Containing Prix v's Epiſtles to TRA JAM, and 
thoſe of TA IAN to PIIN x. 


Epift. t I. Prix xy to the Emperor TRAA N. 


HE dutiful affection you bore, moſt ſacred 
Emperor, to your auguſt father, made 
| you 

Bee let. 36. of this book. 

+ The greater part of the following letters, were 
written by Pliny during his adminiitration in the 
province of Bithy nia. They are of a ſtyle and cha- 
racter extremely different from tho!e in the preceuing 
collection; whence ſome critics have . 

inte rre , 


392 Tue EPISTLES Book X. 


”= wiſh it might be late ere you ſucceeded 
im. But the immortal gods thought proper to 
haſten the advancement of thoſe virtues to the 
helm of the commonwealth, which had already 
ſo ſucceſsfully ſhared in the conduct of it. May 
you then, and the world through your means, 
enjoy every proſperity worthy of your times; to 
which let me add my wiſhes, molt excellent Em- 
peror, upon a private as well as public account, 


inferred, that they are the production of another 
hand; not conſidering, that the occaſion neceſſarily 
required a different manner. In letters of bufinefs, 
as theſe chiefly are, turn and ſentiment would be 


foreign and impertinent; politeneſs and elegance of 


expreſſion being the eſſentials that conſtitute per- 


fection in this kind: and in that view, though they 


may be leſs entertaining, they have not leſs merit 
than the former. But beſides their particular excel- 


lence as letters, they have a farther recommendation 


as ſo many valuable pieces of hiſtory, by throwing a 
ſtrong light upon the character of one of the molt a- 
miable and glorious princes in the Roman annals. 
Trajan appears throughout, in the moſt ſtriking atu- 


tude that majeſty can be placed; in the exertion of 


| to the godlike 7 of juitice and benevo- 
ce: and what one of the ancient hiſtorians has 
ſaid of him, is here clearly verified, that he rather 
choſe to be loved than flattered by his people. To 


have been . by the favour and friendſhip 


of a monarch of ſo exalted a character, is an honour 
that reflects the brighteſt luſtre upon our author; as 
to have been ſerved and celebrated by a courtier of 


Pliny's genius and virtues, is the nobleſt monument 


of glory that could have been raiſed to Trajan. 
* Nerva, who ſucceeded Domitian, reigned but 


fixteen months and a few days. Before his death he 
not only adopted Trajan, and named him for his 


ſucceſſor, but actually admitted him into a ithaie of 
the governmeut; giving him the titles of Cz/ar, 
Germanicus, and Iaperator. Vid. Plin. Paneg. 
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that your health and ſpirits may be preſerved firm 
and unbroken. 


Bpiſt. II. PII x to the Emperor TxaJan. 


OU have occaſioned me, Sir, an inex- 

preſſible pleaſure, by thinking me worthy 
of enjoying the privilege which the laws confer 
on thoſe who have three children. For though 
it was an indulgence to the requeſt of your very 
affectionate and worthy friend vServilianus, that 
you granted this favour ; yet I have the ſatisfac- 
tion to find by the words of your reſcript, that 
you complied the more willingly, as his applica- 
tion was in my behalf. I cannot but look upon 
myſelf as in poſſc ſſion of my utmoſt wiſh, after 
having thus received, at the entrance of your au- 
ſpicious government, ſo diſtinguiſhing a mark of 
your peculiar favour ; at the ſame time that it 


conſiderably heightens my deſire of leaving a fa- 


mily behind me. I was not without this inclina- 
tion even in thoſe moſt wretched times * ; as my 
two marriages will eaſily incline you to believe. 
But the gods decreed it hetter, by reſerving eve- 
ry valuable privilege to the bounty of your gene- 
rous difpenfations. And indeed the pleaſure of 
being a father will be ſo much more accepta- 
ble to me now, that I can enjoy it in full freedom 
and ſecurity, 


Epiſt. III. Prixv to the Emperor TRAIAN. 
K ample experience, Sir, I have had of 


your unbounded generoſity to me, in my 

own perſon, encourages me to hope I may be yet 
farther obliged to it, in favour of my friends, 
Voconius Romanus (who lives and was bred up 
with me) claims the firſt rank in that number; 
* Alluding to the execrable reign of Domitian. 


1 
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in conſequence of which I petitioned your ſacred 
father to promote him to the dignity of the ſena- 
torial order. But the completion of my. equeſt 
is reſerved to goodneſs ; for his mother had 
not then advanced, in ihe manner the law directs, 
the four hundred thouſand ſeſterces which ſhe en- 


yu late father: This, however, by my advice 
ſufficient eſtate in land, with all the neceſſary for- 


malities. The difficulties therefore being remo- 


ved which deferred our wiſhes, it is with full con- 
fidence I venture to aſſure you of the merit of my 
friend Romanus, heightened and adorned as it is, 
not only by the liberal and polite arts, but by 
his extraordi 
to that virtue he owes the preſent liberality of his 


mother, as well as his immediate * ſucceſſion to 


his late father's eſtate, and his having been adopt- 
ed by his father-in-law. To theſe perſonal qua- 
lifications, the wealth and rank of his family give 
an increaſe of luſtre; as I perſuade myſelf it will 
be ſome additional recommendation to your fa- 
vour, that I folicit in his behalf. Let me then 
entreat you, Sir, to put it in my power to con- 
gratulate Romanus, on an occaſion ſo highly a- 
greeable to me; and at the fame time to gratity 
an eager, and | hope a laudable ambition of be- 
ing able to boaſt, that your favourable regards 

re extended, not only to myſelf, but allo to my 


* Meaning, perhaps, that though he was under 


age when his father died, yet he had ſo much con- 


fidence in the prudence of Romanus, that he did not 
appoint him, as uſual, a guardian by his will; but 
lett him to the immediate poſſeſſion of his eſtate. 


Epiſt. 


gaged to give him, in her letter to the emperor 


e has ſince done, having conveyed to him a 


tenderneſs to his parents. It is 
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Epift. IV. [xx.] * Prixy to the Emperor 


TRaJan. 


Hen by your gracious indulgence, Sir, 
'I was promoted to the head of the 
+ treaſury of Saturn, I immediately renounced 
| all 


„V. B. The following letters, to the 3oth, are 
not ranged in the ſame order as they are placed in 
any of Latin editions.; the editor having taken 
the liberty of changing their ſituation, for the ſake 
of bringing ſome 12 etters together which throw a 
light upon each other. The figures included be- 
tween this mark [] refer to the order in which they 
commonly ſtand. 


+ The public ates was kept in 5 temple of 
Saturn, where the ſpoils of the conquered nations 
were depoſited. Julius Cæſar ſeized upon this tem - 
ple in the time of the civil war; and what an im- 
menſe wealth that threw into his hands, may be 
judged by the elegant deſcription which Lucan gives 
of the riches it contained. 


At length the ſacred florehouſe open laid, 
The boarded wealth of ages paſt dijplay'd : 
There might be ſeen the ſums proud Carthage ſent, 
Her long impending ruin to prevent ; 
There beap d the Macedonian treaſures ſhone, 
What great Flaminius and /Emilius won 
From wvanguiſh'd Philip, and his helpleſs ſor. 
There lay what Hing Pyrrhus loft, the gold 
Scorn'd by the patriot s honeſty of old; | 
M hate er our par fimonious fires could juwe © 
What tributary gifts rich Syria ue ; 
The hundred Cretan cities ample ſpoil; 
What Cato gather'd from the Cyprian iſle. 
Riches of captive kings by Pompey born 
In happier days his triumph to adorn, 
Frem utmoſt India, and the riſing morn ; | 
Wealth infinite ! Lyca". iii. 155, 
Pliny 
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all enzagements of the bar, (as indeed I never 
blended buſineſs of that kind with the functions 
of the ſtate), that no avocations might call off m 
attention from the poſt to which | was — 
For this reaſon when the people of Africa peti- 
tioned that I might undertake their cauſe againſt 
Marius Priſcus, I excuſed myſelf from that of- 
fice; and accordingly my excuſe was admitted. 
But when afterwards the conſul elect propoſed, 
that the ſenate ſhould apply to us again, and en- 
deavour to prevail with us to yield to its inclina- 
tions, and ſuffer our names to be thrown into the 
* urn, I thought it moſt ſuitable to that tran- 
quillity and good order which fo happily diſtin- 
uiſhes your times, not to oppoſe (eſpecially in 
fo reaſonable an article) the will of that aug 
afſembly. And, as I am defirous that alk my 
words and aCtions may be approved by your ex- 


Pliny the elder has given a particular account of 
this treaſure which Cæſar ſeized, both in gold and 
filver plate and in coin ; the amount of «hich, accor- 
ding to Dr Arbuthnoc's computation, is 1,093,979 l. 
35. 4d. Bur if there is no miſtake in theſe 
ſums, Cæſar did not take away by far ſo much 


as he brought in; for Plutarch relates, that he 


placed at one time in the treaſury 65, ooo talents; 
which, according to the fame ingenious author's 
N is equivalent to 12,593,750 pounds. 
Arb. Tab. 191. | 73, 


Other ſenators, as well as Pkny, had excuſed 
themielves, it ſeems, from undertaking the manage 


ment of this cauſe: it was propqſed therefore, that 
they ſhould caſt lots; which i: the meaning of · ſuffer- 
% ing their names to be thrown.into an urn ;” bein 

made uſe of in deciſions of this kind. 2 
the lot fell upon our author, and his great friend the 
famous Cornelius Tacitus. See b. 2. let. 11. Where 
there is a full account of this trial. , ' 
_ emplary 


— 


At 
tl 
e 
e 
Ie 
t 


emplary victue, I hope you will think my com- 
pliance was proper. 


Epift. V. [xxi.] The Emperor TRAIAN to 
„ 


* OU acted as became a good citizen and a 

worthy ſenator, by paying obedience to 
the juſt injunctions of that auguſt aſſenibly: and 
I have full confidence you will faithfully ditcharge 
the part you have undertaken. 


Epift. VI. [iv.] Prix to the Emperer 
TRrAJan. 


and dangerous illie's, I employed a * phy- 

ian, whoſe care and diligence, Sir, I cannot 
ſufficiently reward, but by yur gracious aſſiſt- 
ance. I entreat you therefore to make him a 
+ denizen of Rome; for as he is the freednian ot 
2 foreigner, he is, conſcquencly, himſelf alſo a 
foreigner. His name is Harpocras ; his patroneſs 
(who has been dead a conſiderable time) was 
Thermuthis the daughter of 'Theon. I forther 
entreat you to beſtow the full privileges of a Ro- 
man citizen upon Helia and Antonia Harmer's 


»The phyſicians among the ancients were diſlin- 
guiſhed according to the particular branch of 
practice to which they conſined themſelves. The 
phyſician here mentioned, Pliny calls iarraliptes, 
that is, one who applied external unctions. 5 

+ There was a difference between the jzs ci vita: 
and the jus Qyiritium; the former not extending to 
the ſame privileges as the latter, which comprehend- 
ed whatever advantages a free native of Rome was 
entitled to; juit in the fame manner as with us, there 
is a diſtinction between denization and na:u;aliza- 
Qon. 


Vol. II. LI the. 


| 3 been attacked laſt year by a ** 
C 
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the freedwomen of Antonia Maximilla, a lady 
of great merit. It is at her deſire “ I make this 
requeſt, | | 


Epiſt. VII. [xxii.] PLiny to the Emperor 
TRAI AN. | 


1 Return you thanks, Sir, for your ready com- 
pliance with my defire, in granting the 
complete privileges of a Roman, to the freedwo- 
men of a lady to whom | am allied, and making 
Harpocras my phyſician a denizen of Rome. But 
when, agreeable to your dire tions, I gave in an 
account of his age and eſtate, | was informed by 
thoſe who are better ſkilled in theſe affairs than I 
pretend to be, that, as he is an Egyptian, I ought 
firſt to have obtained for bim the freedom of A- 
lexandtia, before he was made free of Rome. I 
confeſs, indeed, as I was ignorant of any differ- 
ence in this caſe between thoſe of + Egypt and other 
countries, I contented myſelf with only acquaint - 
ing you, that he had been manumized by a fo- 
reign lady, Jong fince deceaſed, However, it is 
an ignorance I cannot regret, ſince it affords me 
an oppo-tunity of receiviag from you a double 


* Pliny mentions his requeſt to be at the particu- 
lar deſire of Maximilla, becauſe nothing of this kind 
could legally be granted to a freedman, without the 
content of his patron; a name which was given to 
the maſter of a flave who had been made free. 

+ Upon what occaſion the honour of this peculiar 
diſtinction was granted in favour of Alexandria does 
not appear; poſſibly it might be in gratitude to a 
country to which the Romans were ſo highly obliged, 
being ſupplied with the greateſt part of their. corn 
from Egypt. This city, founded by Alexander the 
Great, was eſteemed the moſt conſiderable in the 
5 2 next ta that of Rome. It is now called Scan- 
Aer ich. | = 


obli gat ion 


| 
| 
| 
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obligation in favour of the ſame perſon. That I 
may legally therefor. e oy the benefit of your 
goodneſs, I beg vou would be pleaſed to grant 
him the freedom or the city of Alexandria, as 
well as that of Rome. And that your gracious 


intentions may not meet with any farther obita- 


cles, I have taken care, as you directed, to fend an 


account to your freedman of his age and tor- 


tunes. 


Etift. VIII. [xxiii.] The Emperor Tua IA 
to PLINS v. 


T is my reſolution, in purſuance of the maxim 
ol:terved by the princes my predeceſſors, to 

be extremely cautious in granting the freedom of 
the city of Alexandria: kowever, fince you have 
o>tained of me the fieedom of Rome for your phy- 
fician Harpocras, I cannot refufe you this other 
ucſt. You muſt let me know to what diſtrict 

he belongs, that I may give you aletter to my 
good friend Pompeius Planta, governor of Egypt. 


Epift. IX. [v.] Pliny to the Emperor TRA I Ax. 


Cannot expreſs, Sir, the pleaſure your letter 
gave me, by which I am informed that you 
have made my phyfician Harpocras a denizen of 
Alexandria; notwithflanding your reſolution to 
follow the maxim of your predeceſſors in this 
point, by being exircmely cautious in granting 
that privilege. Agteeably to your directions, I 
acquaint you that Harpocras belongs to the di- 
ſtrict of Mempiis. I en: reat you then, moit 
gracious Emperor, to ſend me, as you promiſed, 


a letter to your good friend Pompeius Planta, go- 


vernor of Egypt. 
As I purpoſe (in order to have the earlieſt en- 


joymient of your preſence, fo ardently wiſhed for 


LU 12 here) 
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here) to come to meet you; I beg, Sir, you 


would permit me to extend my journey as far as 
poſſible. ; 


Eo. X. Tui.) Puxy to the Emperor 


TRaAJan. 


I Was greatly obliged, Sir, in my late indiſpo- 
fition, to Poſthumius Marinus, my phyſi- 
cian; and I can only make him a ſuttable return, 
by the aſſiſtance of your gracious indulgence. I 
_ entreat you then to make Chryſippus Michridates 
and his wife Stratonica, (who are related to Mari- 
nus), denizens of Rome. I implore likewiſe the 


ſame privilege in favour of Epigonus and Mithri- 


dates, the two ſons of Chryſippus; but in ſuch 
manrer, * that they may be under the dominion 
of their father, and yet preſerve their right of pa- 
tronage over their own freedmen. I farther en- 
treat you to grant the full privileges of a Roman 


* The extenfive power of paternal authority was 
(as has been obſerved in the notes above) peculiar to 
the Romans. But after Chryſippus was made a de- 
ni zen of Rome, he was not, it ſhould ſeem, conſe- 
quentially entitled to that privilege over thoſe chil- 
aren which were born be fore his denization. On 
the other hand, if it was expreſsly granted him, his 
children could not preſerve their right of patronage 

cver their own freedmen, becauſe that right would 
of courſe devolve to their father, by means of this 
acquiied deminion over them. The denization there- 


ſore of his children is as expreſsly folicited as his 
own. But both parties becoming Quirites, the chil- 


dren by this creation, and not pleading in right of 
their father, would be parres fam. To prevent which 
the clauſe is added, ita ut ſint in patris poreſtate; as 


there is another to ſave to them their rights of patron- 
age over their freedmen, though they were reduced 


in patriam poteſtatem. 
| to 
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to L. Satrius Abaſcantius, P. Cæſius Phoſpho- 
rus, and Pancharia Soteris. This requeſt I make 


vith the conſent of their patrons, 


Ei. XI. [xxiv.] Pprixr to the Emperor 
TRAJAN. 


Fter our late ſacred father, Sir, had, in a 
ode ſpeech, as well as by his own gene- 
rous 3 exhorted and encouraged the pu- 
dlic to acts of munificence; [ implored | his permiſ- 
ſion to remove the ſcveral ſtatues which I had 
of the former emperors, to * my corporation; 
and at the ſame time begged the liberty of adding 
his own to the number. For as I had hitherto 
continued them in the reſpective places wherein 
they ſtood when they were left to me by ſeveral 
different inheritances, they were diſperſed in di- 
Rant parts of my eſtate. He was pleaſed to grant 
my requeſt, and at the ſame time to give me a 
very ample teſtimony of his approbation. I im- 
meJiately therefore wrote to the decurii, that 
tney would allot a piece of ground, upon which 
| might build a temple at my own expenſe ; but 


as a mark o honour to my deſign, they offercd 


me the choice of any fite 1 thought proper. 
However, my own :ndiſpoſition i in the firſt place, 
and aft:rward that of your father, together with 
the duties of that poſt with which you were -oth 
pleaſed to intruſt me, prevented my going on 


wich that deſign. But | have now, | think, a 


convenient opportunity of making an excurſion 
for that purpole, as my mont hly attendance 


„It is highly probable, upon comparing ler. 4. 
b. 3. and let. 1. b. 4. that by the corporation here men- 


_ tioned, Pliny means Tifernum, Tiberivam, o Citta +: 


di Caſtella, as it is now called; which day: ad put 
itſelf under his patror.age and protection. 5 
113 ends 
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ends on the firſt of * September, and there are ſe · 
veral feſtivals in th: month following. My firſt 
requeſt then is, that you would permit me to 

adorn the temple I am going to ere, with your 
ſtatue; and next (in order to execute my deſign 
with all the expedition poſſible) that you would 
indulge me with leave of abſence. It would ill 
become the fincerity I profeſs, were I to diſſem- 
ble, that your goodneſs in complying with this 
defire, will at the fame time be extremely ſer- 
viceable to me in my own private affairs. It is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary 1 ſhould not defer any longer 
the letting of my lands in that province; for, be- 
ſides that they amount to above + four hundred 
thouſand feſterces, the time for drefling the vine- 
yards is approaching, and that care mutt fall up- 
on my new tenants. The badneſs of the ſ:afon 
likewiſe for ſeveral years paſt, obliges me to 
think of making fome abatements in my ren:s ; 
which I cannot poſſibly ſettle unleſs | am preſent. 
I ſhall be indebted then to your indulgence, Sir, 


* Pliny enjoyed the office of treaſurer in conjunc- 
tion with Cornutus Tertullus. It was the cuſtom at 
Rome for thoſe who had colleagues to adminiſter the 
duties of their poſts by monthly turns. Buchnerus. 


+ About 3200 l. Sterling; the annual income of 
Pliny's eſtate in Tuſcany. He mentions another near 
Comumintheduchyof Milan, the yearly value of which 
does not appear. We find him likewiſe confidering 
about the purchaſe of an eſtate, for which he wants 
to give about 24,000 l. of our money; but whe- 
ther he ever completed that purchaſe, is uncertain. 
[See book 3. let. 19.]. This however we are ſure of, 
that his fortanes were but moderate, conſidering his 
high ſtation and neceffary expenſes : [See book 2. 
let. 4.] ; and yet, by the advantage of a judicious &- 
conomy, we have — — 2 of theſe let- 

ters, exerciſing a liberality, of which after-ages have 
furniſhed no parallel, ; 5 4 
| both 
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both as forwarding this public act of piety, and 


giving me the opportunity of ſettling my private 


affairs, if you will be pleaſed to grant me“ leave to 
be abſent for thirty days. I cannot limit a ſhort- 
er time, as the town and the eſtate of which I am 
ſpeaking, lie above an hundred and fifty miles 
from Rome. 6 


Epit. XII. [xxv.] Trajan to Prix. 
7 OU have given me many reaſons boch of a 


public and private nature, why you defire 
leave to be abſent ; but I need no other than that 
it 15 your inclination : and I doubt not of your re- 
turning as ſoon as poſſible to the duty ot an of- 
fice which ſo much requires your attendance, 
As I would not ſeem to check any inſtance of your 
affection towards me, I ſhall not oppoſe your e- 
recting my ſtatue in the place you mention; 
though, in general, I am extremely cautious in 
giving any encouragement to honours of that 
kind. | 


Epift. XIII. [viii.] Prixv to the Emperor 
| TRAJAN, 


A8 I am ſenſible, Sir, that the higheſt ap- 
A plauſe my actions can receive, is to be 

iſtinguiſhed by fo excellent a prince; I beg you 
would be graciouſly pleaſcd to add either the of- 
fice of augur or ſeptemvir (both which are now 
vacant) to the dignity 1 already enjoy by your 
indulgence ; that I may have the ſatisfaction of 


The ſenators were not allowed to go from Rome 
into the provinces, without having firſt obtained leave 
of the emperor. Sicily, however, had the, privilege 
to be excepted out of that law ; as Gallia Narbo- 
nenſis afterwards was, by Claudius Cæſar. Tacit. 
ann. 12. c. 23. e 


publicly 
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publicly offering up thoſe vows for your proſpe- 
rity, from the duty of my office, which I daily 


prefer to the gods in private, from the affeftion 


of my heart. 
Epiſt. XIV. [xxvi.] PLiny to the Emperor 
TRajan. 
[ T Aving ſafely paſſed the promontory of Ma- 


| lea, I am arrived at Epheſus with all my 
train, notwithſtanding I was detained for ſome 
time by contrary winds : an information, Sir, 
in which, I truſt, you will think yourſelf con- 
cerned. I defign to purſue the remainder of my 


journey to the * province, partly in light veſſels, 


and partly in poſt-chaiſes: for as the exceſſive 
heats will prevent my travelling altogether ty 
land, ſo the Eteſian winds, which are now ſet in, 
will not permit me to proceed entirely by ſea. 


Efift XV. [xxvii] Trajan to Plixy. 


Our information, my dear Pliny, was ex- 


tremely agreeable to me; as it is much 
my concern to know in what manner you arrive 
at your province. I well approve of your inten- 
tion to travel either by ſea or land, as you ſhall 
find moſt convenient. 


* Bithynia, a province in Anatolia, or Aſia the 
Leſs, of which Pliny was appointed governor by Tra- 
jan, in the 6th year of his reign, A. D. 103; not as 
an ordinary proconſul, but as that emperor's own 


lieutenant, with extraordinary powers. [See Dio. 


The following letters were written during his admi- 
niſtration of that province. 


Ii. 


J ²˙ ©. Es. <-. 


— 
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Epift. XVI. [xxviii.] Privy to the Emperor 


TRajan. 


S I had a very favourable voyage to Epheſus, 

ſo in travelling poſt from thence | was ex- 
tremely incommoded by the heats, which threw 
me into a fever, and kept me ſome time at Per- 
gamum. From thence, Sir, I took ſhip again ; 
but being detained by contrary winds, | did not 
arrive at Bithynia fo ſoon as I hoped *®. Howe- 
ver, I have no reafon to complain of this delay, 
fince (which indeed was the moft auſpicious cir- 
cumſtance that could attend me) I reached the 
province in time to celebrate your birthday. I 
am at preſent engaged in examining into the fi- 
nances of the Pruſenſes, their diſburſements and 
credits; and the farther I proceed in this affair, 
the more I am convinced of the neceflity of my 
inquiry. Several large ſums of money are owing 
to the city' from private perſons, which they 
neglect to pay upon various pretences ; as, on the 
other hand, I find the public funds are, in ſome 


iͤnſtances, very unwarrantably applied. This, 


Sir, I write to you immediately on my arrival. 
I entered this province on the 17th of 4 Septem- 
ber, 


»The original adds, id eff, xv Calend. Ofetris, 
which ſeems to have crept into the text from the mar- 
ginal annotation of ſome gloffariſt : for as Pliny men- 
tions the time of his arrival a little lower, there is no 
occaſion for it in this place; and it is not agreeable 
to his uſual elegant conciſeneſs, to repeat that cir- 


cumſtance twice in the ſame letter. Or perhaps here 


are two diſtinct letters run into one by the careleſſneſs 

of the tranſcribers; the former ending with Hec, 

&c. in ße ingreſſu meo ſcripſi; the latter beginning 
with Quixtodeci us Calend. & c. | 

+ In the fixth year of Trajan's reign, A. D. 103, 

| | and 
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ber, and found it in thcſe ſentiments of obedience 
and loyalty, which you juſtly merit from all man- 
kind. You will conſider, Sir, whether it would not 
be proper to ſend hither a ſurveyor ; for I am in- 
clined to think, much might be deducted from 
what is charged by thoſe who have the conduct 
ef the public works, if a faithful admeaſurement 


were to be taken: at leaſt I am of that opinion 


trom what I have already ſeen of the accounts of 
this city, which I am now examining, with the 
afitiftance of Maximus. 


Epil. XVII. [xxix.} FraAman to Prix v. 
| Should have rejoiced to have heard, that you 


arrived at Bithynia without inconverience to 


yourſelf or any of your train; and that your 
journey from Epheſus had been as eaſy, as your 
voyage to that place was favourable. For the 
» your letter informs me, my dear Pliny, what 
day you reached Bithynia. The people of. that 
province will be convinced, I perſuade myſelf, 
that I am attentive to their intereſt ; as your con- 
duct towards them will make it maniteft, that 


I could have choſen no perion more proper to 


ſupply my place. Your firſt inquiry. ought, no 
doubt, to turn uon the ſtate of the public finan- 
ces; for that they have been abuſed, is but too 
evident. I have ſcarce ſurveyors enough to in- 
ipet thoſe works which | am carrying on at 
| Rome, and in the neighbourhood : but perſons of 


integrity and ſkill in this art may be found, mot 


certainly, in every province; fo that you cannot 
be at a Joſs in that. pciat, if you will make due 
| inquiry. | 

and the 41ſt of our author's age: he cominued- in 


this province about eighteen months. Vid. Maſſ. in 
Vit. Plin. 129. 8 fs 
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Fpift. XVIII. [vii] Prix v to the Emperor 
TAAJAx. . 


1 I am well aſſured, Sir, that you, 


who never forget any opportunity of ex- 
er:ing your generolity, are nct unmindful of the 
equeſt | lately made you; yet fince you have fre- 
quently, among many other inſtances of your in- 


dul gence, permitted me to repeat my ſolicitations 


to you, I do fo now on behalf of Accius Sura; 
and I earneſtly beſzech you to honour him with 


the prætorſhip, which is at preſent vacant. 


Though his ambitien is extremely moderate, yet 
the quality of his birth, the ;nflexible integrity 
which he has ſhewn in a fortune below mediocri- 
ty, and, above all, the happineſs of your times, 


-whi-h gives courage to conſcious virtue to claim 


the indulgence of your favour, prompts kim to 
hope he may expetience it in this inſtance. 


Epiſt. XIX. [ix.] Prix v to the Emperor Ta a- 
| JAN. 35 


J Congratulate both you and the public, moſt 


excellent Emperor, upon the great and glo- 
rious victory you have obtained; ſo agreeable to 
the heroiſm of ancient Rome. May the immor- 
tal gods give the ſame happy ſucceſs to all your 
deſigns, that, under the adminiſtration of ſo many 
princely virtues, the ſplendour of the empire may 
ſbine out, not only in its focmer, but with ad- 


_ ditional luſtre *. 


It is probable the victory here alluded to, was 
that famous one which Trajan gained over the Da 
cians. It is certain at leaft, Pliny lived to ſee his 
wiſh accompliſhed, this emperor having carried the 
Roman ſplendour to its higheſt pitch, and extended 


the dominions of the empire farther than any of his 


predeceſſors; as after his death it began to decline. 


Epi. 
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Epift. XX. [x.] PLixy to the Emperor 


Trajan. 

lieutenant Servilius Pudens came to Ni- E 
comedia, Sir, on the 24th of November ; T 
and by his arrival freed me, at laſt, from the ſo- 
Kcinude of a very uneaſy expectation. | with 
Sy ſelf, 
Epift. XXI. [xi.] Pri to the Emperor of tt 
TRraJax. ſulat 
exte 
Our generoſity to me, Sir, was the occaſion thus 
of uniting me io Roſlanus Geminus, by the fam 
ſtrongeſt ties; for he was my quæſtor when I turn 
was conſul. His behaviour to me during the can 
continuance of our offices, was highly reſpect arde 
ful; and he has treated me ever ſince with fo pe- four 
culiar a regard, that beſides the many obligations con: 

I ove him upon a public account, I am indebted 
to E im for the ſtrongeſt pledges of private friend- Ft 

ſhip. I entreat you then to comply with my re- 
queſt for the advancement of one, whom (if my 1 ] 

recommendation has any weight) you will even 
honour with your particular favour ; as whatever Be 
truſt you ſhall repoſe in him, he will endeavour Ror 
to ſhew himſeit ſtill deſerving of an higher. But No! 
I torbear to enter into a more particular detail of I ar 
| his merit; being perſuaded, his integrity, his fror 
prohity, and his vigilance are well known to %, I PP 
not only from thoſe high poſts which he has ex- nc 
erciſed in Rome within your immediate infpec- meal 
tion, but from his behaviour when he ſerved un- fore 
der you in the army. One thing, however, my f 
ion for him inclines me to think I have not wit. 


_ « yet ſufficiently done; and thereiore, Sir, | repeat 
my, entreaties io you, that you will give me che 
pleaſure, as carly as poſſible, of rejoicing in the 
honourable advancement of my quzftor ; or, in 


ocher words, of receiving an addition to my own 
dignity, in the perſon oi my friend. 


Epiſt. XXII. [xii.] PIN V to TRaAjars. 


| lk is not eaſy, Sir, to expreſs the joy I recei- 
ved, when | heard you had, in compliance 
with the requeſt of my mother in-law and my - 
ſelf, granted Ceziius Clemens the proconſulſhip 
of this province, after the expiration of his con- 
ſular office; as it is from thence I learn the full 
extent of your beneficence towards me, which 
thus graciouſly ſpreads itſelf through my whole 
family. I dare not pretend to make an equal re- 
turn to thoſe obligations I fo juſtly owe you. I 
can only therefore have recourſe to vows, and 
ardently implore the gods, that I may not be 
found unworthy of thoſe favours which you e 
continually beftowing upon me. 


* XXIII. [xiii.] Prix to TRA]JIAx. 
Received, Sir, a diſpatch from your fr:edman 
| Lycormas, deſiring me, if any embai:y from 
Beſohorus ſhould come hicher in the way to 
Rom: ze, that 1 would detain it till his arrival. 
None has yet arr. ved; at leaft in the city where 
I am. But a courier pailing through this place 
from the King of Sarmatia, I I. y hold , that 
opportunity, wi ich accidentally offers itſelf, of 
{.adirg with him the n:efienger which Ly cor- 
was diſpatched hither ; that you might be in- 
formed by both their lettecs f waai, perhaps, 
ic. may be neceſſacy . ſhould be acquaiated' 
with at one and the fame time. 


Epilt. XXIV. "TR Prixr to TRAJ N. 
Am informed by a letter from the king of. 
Sarmatia, that Lo affairs have happ heil 
Vol. II. Mm that 
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that require your immediate knowledge. With 
deſign therefore to expedite the diſpatches which 
his courier was charged with to you, I granted 
him an order to make uſe of the public pct *. 


Eri. XXV. [xv.] RMV to Tax. 


HE ambaſſador from the king of Sarmatia 
having voluntarily ſtaid two days at Nic ea, 
where he found me, I did not think it reaſonable, 
dir, to detain him any longer; not only becauſe 
it was ſlill uncertain when your freedman Ly- 
cormas would arrive, but as ſome indiſpenſable 
fairs require of preſence in a different part of 
the province. Of this 1 thought it neceſſary 
that you ſhould be informed, becaule I lately ac- 
quainted you in a letter, that Lycormas had de- 


'* The firſt invention of public couriers is aſcribed 
to Cyrus, who, in order to receive the earlieſt in- 
telligence from the governors of the ſeveral provin- 
ces, erected poſthouſes throughout the kingdom of 
Perſia, at equal diſtances, which ſupplied men and 
::crſes to forward the public diſpatches. Auguſtus 
was the firſt who introduced this moſt uſeful inftitu- 
tion among the Romans, by employing poſt-chaiſes, 
diſpoſed at convenient diſtances, for the purpoſe of 
political intelligence. The magiſtrates of. every ci- 
ty were obli to furniſh horſes for theſe meſſen- 


gers, upon producing a diploma, or a kind of war- 


rant, either from the emperor himſelf, or from thoſe 
who had that authority under him. Sometimes, 
though upon very extraordinary occaſions, perſons 
who traveiled upon their private affairs, were allow- 
ed the vie of theſe poſt-chaiſes. [See epiſt. 121. of 
this book]. It is ſurpriſing they were not ſooner 
uſed tor the purpoſes of commerce and private ccm- 
munication. Louis XI. firſt eftabliſhed them in 
France, in the year 1474; but it was not till the 
12th of Car. II. that the poſ-office was ſettled in 
England by act of parhament, | 


fired, 
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fired, if any embaſſy ſhould come this way from 
Boſphorus, that I would detain it till bis arri- 
val. But I did not ke there was any pretence of 
tetarding him any longer; eſpecially as the diſ- 
patches from Lycormas which (as I mentioned 
before) I was net willing to detain, would pro- 


babiy reach you ſome days ſooner than this am- 


Epiſt. XXVT. [xvi.} Prixv to TrRajas. 


Received a letter, Sir, from Apuleius, an of- 
ficer in the army, belonging to the garrivon 


at Nicomedia, informiaz me that one Callidro- 


mus being arreſted by Maximus and Dionyſius, 
(two perſons who exerciſe. the trade of bakers; 
to whom he had hi- ed himſelf), fled for refuge 
to your ſtatue : that being brought before a ma- 
iſtrate, he declared he was formery ſlave to La- 
berius Maxi nus; but being taken priſoner by 
Suſagus in Mcefia, he was ſent as a preſent from 


' Decebalus to Pacorus king of Parthia, in whoſe 


fervice he continued ſeveral years, from whence 
he made his eſcape, and came to Nicomedia. 
When he was examined before me, he confirm- 
ed this account; for which reaſon I thought it 


Particular temples, altars, and ſtatues were al- 
lowed among the Romans as places of privilege and 

7 to flaves, debtors, and malefactors. This 
euſtom was introduced by Romulus, who borrow- 
ed it probably from the Greeks; but, during: the 


free ſtate of Rome, few of theſe aſylums were per- 


mitted. This cuſtom prevailed moſt under the em- 
rs, till it grew ſo ſcandalous, that the emperor 

ius found it neceſſary to reſtrain thoſe privileged 
places by an edit. See Lipſit excurſ. ad Taciti 
. | 
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neceſſary : 
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neceſſary to * ſend him to you. This I ſhould 
bave done ſooner, but I deferred his journey in 
order to make an inquiry after a gem which he 
ſaid was taken from him, upon which was en- 
graven the figure of Pacorus in his royal habit: 
4 was deſirous (if it could have been found) uf 
tranſinitting this curiofity to you at the fame 
time; as I have a ſmall ingot of Parthian gold, 
which he ſays he brought from thence out of the 
mines. I have fixed my ſeal to it, the impreſ- 
nion of which is a chariot drawn by four horſes, 
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Epiſi. XXVII. [xvii.] Priny to Trajas, 
Our freedman and procurator, Maximus, 


behaved, Sir, during all the time we were 


together, with great probity, care, and diligence; 
as one ſtrongly attached to your eta, nnd 
ſtrictly obſervant cf diſcipline. This teſtimony 


I willingly give him; and I do it with all the 


fidelity 1 owe you. 


Fpift. XXVII. [xviii.] Priuv to the Emperor 
TRAAJAN. 


Baſſus, who commands on the frontiers 
of Pontica, the greateſt integrity, honour, and 
vigilance, as well as the moſt parti-ular reſpect 
to myſelf, I cannot refuſe him my beſt withes 
and futiagez; and I give them to him with ail 
that fidelity which is due to you. I have found 


The ſeccrd expedition of Frajan againſt Dece- 


balas, was undertaken the fame year that Pliny went 


governor into this province: the reaſon therefoie 
why Pliny ſent this Callidromus to the Emperor 
ſeems to be, that ſome uſe might poſſibly be made 
ot him in favour of that deſign. 


bim 


A having experienced, Sir, in Gabius 
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Lim abundantly qualified by having ſerved in the 
army under you; and it is owing to the advan- 
tages of your diſcipline, that he has learned to 
merit the honour of your favour. The foidiery 
and the people here, who have had full experi- 
ence of his juſtice and humanity, endeavour to 
rival each other in that pl-rious: teſtimony they 

ive of him, as well in public as in private; and 

certify this wi h all the finceii.y you have 2 
right to expect from me. 


Epiſtl. XXIX. [xix.] Prixy to TxAj Ax. 


Vmphidius Lupus *, Sir, and myſelf ſerved 
in the army together; he command a 
budy of the auxiliary forces at the ſame time 
that I was wmi:itary tribune; and it was from 
thence my affection for him began. A long ac- 
2 hath ſince mutually endeared and 
ſtrengthened our fi ĩendſhip. For tbis reaſon · I 
did violence to his repoſe, and inſiſted upon his 
attending me into bi:hynia, as my aſleſſor in 
council, He molt readily granted me this proof 
of his fri-nd{hip ; and wichout any regard to the 


| plea of age, or the eaſe of retirement, he ſhared 


with me the fatigue of buſineſs; and upon all 
occaſions is ſtill ready to give me his aſſiſtance. 


I look upon his relations therefore as my own 


in which number Nymphidius Lupus, his ſon, 
clims my particular notice. He is a youth of 

eat merit and indefatigable application; and, 
in every view of his character, well worthy ef 
ſo excellent a father. That he is equal to any 


® 'The text calls him Primipilarem; that is, ore 
who had been Primipilus, an officer in the army; 
whoſe poſt was both highly honourable and prafit - 
able. Among other parts of his office he had the 
care of the eagle, or chief Raidard of the legion. 


bonour 
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hogour you ſhall think proper to confer upoi 
him, the early proof he gave of bis quali = 
when he commanded the troops of the allies, 
will eaſily convince you; as it gained him the 
full applauſe of thoſe moſt illuſtrious 
Julius Ferox, and Fuſeus Salinator. An 
will add, Sir, that any increaſe of dignity which 
he ſhall receive, will be an occaſion of particular 
congratulation to myſelf. 9 


Epift. XXX. Prin r to the Emperor Tu A IAV. 
| | Beg ** determination, Sir, in a point where - 
r 
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am greatly doubtful. It is, whether [ 


ſhould place the public ſlaves as centinels round 
the priſons of the ſeveral cicies in this province, 
(as has been hitherto the practice), or employ a 


party of ſoldiers for that purpoſe? On the one 
| 7 


I am afraid the public flaves will not at- 


tend this duty with the fidelity they o»ght; and, 


on the other, that it will engage too large a bo- 
dy of the foldiery: in the mean while, I have 
joined a few of the latter with the former. I 
fſuſpect, however, there may be fome danger 
that this method u ill occaſion a general neglect 
of duty, as it will afford them a mutual pretence 
of throwing the blame upon each other. 


| Epift. XXXI. Tx AAN to PIN v. 
Here is no occaſion, my dear Pliny, to draw 
off any * ſoldiers in order to guard the pri- 


In the ariginal it is commzlitones, my fellow- 
* foldiers:”” an appellation which thofe emperors 
who Ceſired to be well with the army affected to uſe. 
Syetorius informs us, that Auguſtus would never 
employ that expreſſion, as thinking it a condeſcen- 
fon unbecoming his dignity; and neither ſuitable 

40 the tranquillity of the times, nor to military di- 

ſons. 


s 
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much upon your care and ſtrict diſcipline. 
It is greatly to be feared, as you obſerve, if the 
foldiers ſhould be mixed with the public flaves, 


that means grow ſo much the more negligent. 

But the principal objection I have, is, that as 

few ſoldiers as poſſible ſhould be called off from 
their colours. 


Epiſt. XXXII. Privy to the Emperor Tr A- 


JAN, 


 F NAbius Baſſus, who commands upon the 
frontiers of Pontica, in a manner ſuitable 

to the reſpect and duty which he owes you, has 
been with me, Sir, ſeveral days. As far as 
I could obſerve, he is a perſon of great merit and 
worthy of your favour. I acquainted him it was 

your order that he ſhould retain only ten * bene- 
iary foldicrs, tu o horſe-guards, and one cap- 
tain out of the troops which j ou were pleaſed to 
aſſign to. my command. He aſſured me theſe 


* The moſt probable conjecture (for it is a point 
of a good deal of obſcurity) concerning the bene- 
iarii, ſeems to be, that they were a certain num- 
* ry of ſoldiers exempted from the uſual duty of their 
office, in order to be employed as a fort of body- 

guards to the general. Theſe were probably toot ; 
as the equites here mentioned were perhaps of the 
fame nature, only that they ſerved on horſeback. 
Equites fengulares Cæſarit, Auguſti, c. are fre- 
ch met with upon ancieut inſcriptions, and art 
gen-cally ſuppoſed to mean the body-guards of the 
emperor. f ; SLY. 7 
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would not be ſufficient for him, and that he 
would write to you upon this head: for which 


reaſon I did not immediately, upon your direc- 
tions, recall his ſupernumeraries. 


| Epift. XXXIu. Tara Jan to PIix v. 


Have rec:ived from Gabius Baſſus the letter 
ou mention, acquainting me that the num- 
ber of f Idiers I had ordered him was not ſuffi - 
cient : and for your information I have directed 
my anſwer to be annexed to this. It is very ma- 
terial to diſtinzuiſh between what the exige 
of affairs requires, and what an ambitious Jeſire 
of extending power may think neceſſary. As 
for ourſelves, the intereſt of the public muſt be 
our only guide: accordingly it is incumbent up- 
on us to take all poſſible care, that the ſoldiers 
are not abſent from their col: urs. 


Epiſt. XXXIV. Prix to the Emperor 
TRAIAN. 


HE Pruſenſes, Sir, have an ancient and 

ruinous bath, which they defire your 
| Fave to repair. Upon examining into the con- 
dition of it, I find it ought to be rebuilt. I 
think therefore jou may indulge them in this 
requeſt, as there will be a ſufficient fund for that 
purpoſe, partly from thoſe debts which are due 
from * private perſons to the public, which I 
am now calling in; and partly from what they 
raiſe among themſelves towards furniſhing the 
bath with oil, which they are willing to apply 
to the carrying on of this building: a work 
woich the dignity of the city, and the ſplen- 
dour of your times ſeems to demand. 


. * See letter 28. of this book. 
brit 
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Ep ft. XXXV. TaAjAx to Plix v. 


F the ereCting a public bath will not be too 
great a charge upon the Pruſenſes, we may 
comply wich their requeſt ; provided, however, 
that no new tax be levied for this purpoſe, nor 
2ny of thoſe taken off which are applied for ne- 
celfary ſervices. — 


Epift. XXXVI. Prix to the Emperor 
Tx Ax. 


F Am aflured, Sir, by your freedman and re- 
ceiver-general Maximus, that it is neceſſary 


he ſhould have a party of ſoldiers aſſigned to 


him, over and beſides the beneficiaris , which, 
by — orders, | allotted to the very worthy Ge- 
mellinus. Thoſe therefore which I found in his 
ſervice I thought proper to continue there, eſpe- 
cially as he was going into Paphlagonia in order 
to procure corn. For his better ſccurity like - 

wilc, and becauſe it W regret I — 
of the horſe-guards. But I beg you would in- 
form me, in your next diſ 6 what method 
you would have me obſerve for the future in 


points of this nature. 


Epift. XXXVII. Trajan to Pix r. 


X my freedman Maximus was going upon 
an extraordinary commiſſion to procure 
corn, I approve of your having ſuppli-d him 
with a file of foldiers. But when he ſhall re- 
turn to the duties of his former poit, I think 
two from you, and as many from my receiver- 
general Virtias Gemellinus, (to whom he is co- 
adju:or), will be ſuficicat, 3 


+ See letter 32. of this book in note. 
panes 
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Epip. XXXVIL Ply to the N 
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Empronius Cælianus, (whoſe merit I muſt al- 
G ways mention wich efteem), having diſco- 
vered two * ſlaves among the recruits, has ſent 
them to me. But I deferred ſentence 
nll I had conferred with you, the glorious found- 
er 6 firm ſupport of military diſcipline, con- 
the punichment proper to be inflicted 
— My principal doubt is, that though 
they have taken the military oath, they are not 
yet entered into any particular legion. I beg 
therefore, Sir, you would let me know what 
method I ſhall purſue, eſpecially as it is an af- 


| + The Roman policy excluded flaves from enter- 
into military ſervice, and it was death if they 
neceſſity, this 


excepting onl 4 in his notes Virgil 
obſerves) only the fatal battle of | fly, hor I 
public diſtreſs was ſo great, that the Romans recruit- 
ed their army with their flaves, though they had 
not time to 3 be ＋ by gp One = 
perhaps, of might not 
think to hog gy Ars, hrs *- 4 boy 
whoſe numbers in the times when the Roman luxury 
was higheſt, we may have ſome idea of, by the in- 
ſtance which Pliny the naturaliſt mentions of Clau- 
dias Iſodorus, who at the time of his death was poſ- 
ſeſſed of no leſs than 4116 flaves, notwithſtanding 
he had loft great numbers in the civil wars. Phn, 
EA. Nat. 33- 10. N Fee 
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Epi. XXXIX. Trajan to Priv. 


Empronius Czlianus has ated agreeably to 
my orders, in ſending ſuch perſons to be 
tried before you as appear to deſerve capital pu- 
niſhment. It is material however, in the cafe 
in queſtion, to inquire, whether theſe ſlaves in- 
liſted themſclves voluntarily, or were choſen by 
the officers, or preſented as proxies for ochers., 
If they were choſen, the officer is guilty; if 
they are proxies, the blame teſts with thoſe who 
deputed them; but if, conſcious of the legal 
inabilities of their ſtation, they preſented them- 
ſelves voluntarily, the puniſhment muſt fall 
upon their own heads. I hat they are _—_ 
entered into any legion, makes no great diffe- 
rence in their caſe; for they ought to have gi- 
ven a true account of themſelves immediately 
upon their being approved as fit for the ſervice. 


Epil. XL. Puiny to the Emperor TaA IAN. 


A SI have your permiſſion, Sir, to addreſs 
myſelf to you in all my doubts, you will 
not eſteem it below your dignity to deſcend to 
thoſe affairs which concern the admĩniſtration of 
my poit. I find there are in ſeveral cities, par- 
ticularly thoſe of Nicomedia and Nicea, certain 
perſons who take upon themſelves to act as pu- 
blic flaves, and receive an annual ſtipend ac - 


_ cordingly ; notwithſtanding they have been con- 


demned either to the mines, the public games, 
or other pur ĩſuments of the like nature. Ha- 


A puniſhment among the Romans, uſually in- 


flicted upon flaves, by which they were to engage 


with wild beaſts, or perform the part of gladiators 
in the public ſhews. 


ving 
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ving received in ormation of this abuſe, I have 
been long debating with my!elf how I ſhould act. 
On the one hand, to fend them back again to 
their reſpective puniſhments, (many of them be- 
ing now grown old, and behaving, as I am a{- 
fured, with ſobristy and — 7 would, I 
thuught, be proceeding againſt them too ſevere- 
ty; on the other, to retain convicted criminals 
in the public ſervice, ſeemed not altogether fo 
decent. I conſidered at the ſame time, to ſup- 
port theſe people in idleneſs, would be an uſeleſs 
expenſe to the public; and to leave them to 
ſtarve, would be dangerous. I was obliged 
therefore to ſuſpend the determination of tt:is 
matter, till I could conſult with you. You will 
be defirous, perhaps, to be informed how it hap- 
pened that theſe perſons eſcaped the puniſhments 
to which they were condemned. This inquiry 


I have alſo made myſelf, but cannot return you 


any fati>fattory anſwer. Ihe decrees againſt 
them were indeed produced ; but no record ap- 
pears of their having ever bcen reverſed. It was 
aſſerted, however, - that theſe people were par- 
doned upon their petition to the proconſuls, or 
their lieutenants; which ſeems likely enough to 
be the truth, as it is improbable any perſon 
ſhould have dared to fet them at liberty without 
authority. 


Epiſi. XLI. TrAjan to Privy. 
OU wiil remember you were ſeat into Bi- 


thynia, for the particular purpo'e of cor- 
recting th ſe many abuſes with which it appear- 


ed t. be over-run. Now none ſtands more in 


need of re ormation, than that cri:1inzls, who 
have been ſentenced t paniſhment, ſhould, not 
only de ſet at iberty (as your letter info ms me) 
without authority; but even appointed to em- 

ploymen ts, 
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ployments, which ought alone to be exerciſed 
by perſons whoſe characters are irreproachable. 
Thoſe therefore among them wo have been 
convicted within theſe ten years, and whoſe 
ſentence has not been reverſed by proper autho- 
rity, muſt be ſent back again to their reſpective 
puniſhments: but where more than ten years 
have elapſed fince their conviction, and they 
are grown old and infirm, let them be diſpoſed 
of in ſuch employments as are but few degrees 
removed from the puniſhments to which they 
were ſentenced; that is, either to attend upon 
the public baths, cleanſe the common ſhores, 
or repair the ſtreets and hizhways, the uſual 
offices to which ſuch perſons are aſſigned. 


Epift. XLII. Privy to the Emperor TRA IAN. 


"Hile I was making a progreſs in a dif- 
/ ferent part of the province, a prodi- 
gious fire broke out at Nicomedia, which not 
only conſumed feveral private houſes, but alſo 
two public buildings, the town-houſe and the 
temple of Iſis, though they ſtood on contrary ſides 
of the ftreet. I he occaſion of its ſpreading thus 
far, was partly owing to the violence cf the wind, 
and partly to the indolence of the people, who, I 
am well ailured, ſtood fixed and idle ſpectatocs of 
this terrible calamity. The truth ie, the city 
was not provided either with“ engines, buckets, 
or 


Fo It has been generally imagined that the ancients | 
- had not the art of raiſing water by engines; but this 
n paſſa ge ſrems to favour che contrary opinion. The 
" | word in the original is „ibo, which Heiychi2s ec- 
t p!ajas (as ane of the commentators obſerves) inffru- 
) mentum ad jacuſandas aguas adverſus incendia; an. 
Dinſtrument to throw up water againft fires,” But 
there is a paſſage in Seneca which feems to put this 

» *Vor. II. N n matter 
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or any one ſinule inſtrument proper to extin- 
2 fires; which I have now however given 

irections to have prepared. You will 1 
Sir, whether it may not be adviſeable to inſti- 
tute a company of firemen, conſiſting only of 
one hundred and fifty members. I will take 
care none but thoſe of that buſineſs ſhall be ad- 
mitted into it; and that the privileges granted 
them ſhall not be extended to any other purpoſe. 
As this incorporated body will conſiſt of fo ſmall 
a number, it will be eaſy enough to keep them 
under proper regulation. 


Epiſt. XLIII. Trajan to PIIx V. 


OU are of opinion it would be proper to 
| conititute a company of firemen in Nico- 
media, agreeably to what has been practiſcd in 
ſeveral other cities. But it is to be remembered, 
that this ſoit of ſocieties have greatly diſturbed 
the peace of that province in general, and of thoſe 
Cities in particular. Whatever name we give 
them, and for whatever purpoſes they may be 
founded, they will not fail io form themſelves 


into aſſemblies, however ſhort their — | 


may be. It will therefore be ſafer, to provide 
ſuch machines as are of ſervice in extinguithing 
fires, injoining the owners of houſes to affiſt up- 


matter beyond eonjecture, though none of the critics 
upon this place have taken notice of it: Sslemus, favs 
ke, duabus manibus inter /e junctis aquam concipere, 
et compreſſa utrinque palma in modum fiphonis expri- 
mere, [Q. N. I. 2. 16.]; where we plainly fee the 
uſe of this /pho was to throw up water, and conſe- 
quently the Romans were acquainted with that art. 
The account which Pliny gives of his fountains at 
Tuſculam is likewiſe another evident proof. 

| G1! 
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on ſuch occaſions; and if it ſhall be neceſſary, 
to call in the help of the populace. 

Epiſt. XLIV. Prix y to the Emperor 
TRAIAN. 


E have acquitted, Sir, and renewed our 
| * vows, for your proſperity, in which 
that of the public is neceſſarily included; implo- 
ring the gods to grant us ever thus to pay, and 
thus to rc peat them. 


Epit. XLV. Trajan to Plixr. 


Received the ſatisfaction, my dear Pliny, of 
being informed by your letter, that you, to- 
bea ei with the people under your government, 
paid and renewed your vows to the 


nine pf ft ole bappineſs. 


Epi/t. XVI. Priny to the Emperor 
2 Trajan. 
HE city of Nicomedia, Sir, have expende! 
three millions three hundred and twenty 
nine icſterces building an aqueduct ; but, not 
being able to finiſh it, he works are entir2 ly falls 
ing to ruin. They made a ſecond attempt in 
ano: her place, where they Jaid out two millions. 
But this likewiſe is diſcontinued; fo that, after 
having been at an immenſe charge to no purpoſe, 
they muſt ſtill be at a farther expeaſe. in order 
to be accommodated with water. I have ex- 
amined a fine ſpring from whence the water 
may be conveyed over arches (as was done in 
theic firſt deſign), ia ſuch a manner that the 


This was an anaiverſary 8 obſerve l 
througout the empire, on the zoth of December. 
Nun 2 higher, 
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higher, as well as level and low parts of the city 
may be ſupplied. There are but very few of 
the old arches remaining; the ſquare ſtones, 
however, employed in the former building, may 
de uſed in turning the new ones. I am of opi- 
ion part ſhould be raiſed with brick, as that 
the eaſier and cheaper method. But that 
work may not be carried on with the ſame 
ili ſucceſs as the former, it will be neceſſary to 


ſend here an architect and an engineer. And I 
weill venture to ſay, from the beauty and uſefulneſs 


of the deſign, it will be a work well worthy the 
ſplend. ur of your times. 
Epr?. XLVII. Trajan to Piiny. 


(> muſt be taken to ſupply the city of Ni- 
, comedia with water; and you will do fo, 
J am well perſuaded, with all the diligence you 
ought. But it is moſt certainly no leſs incum- 
bent upon you to examine, by whofe miſcon- 


duct it has happened, that ſuch large ſums have 


been thrown away upon this work, left, by ap- 
plying the money to private purpoſes, this aquæ- 
duct ſhould likewiſe be left unfiniſhed. You 
will let me know the reſult of your inquiry. 


Epi. XLVIII. | Piiny to the Emperor TRA- 


JAN, 


theatre, which, though it is not yet finith- 
ed, has already exhaufted, as I am informed, (for 
I have not examined the account myſe lf), above 


* ten millions of ſeſterces; and what is worſe, I | 


fear 


About $0,cc0 . of our money. To thoſe who 
aue not acquainted with the immenſe riches of the 
| ancients, 


FTYHE citizens of Nicea, Sir, are building a 
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ſear to no purpoſe. For either from the foun- 
dation being laid in a marſhy ground, or that the 
ſtones the ſelves were decayed, the walls are 
cracked from top to bottom. It deſerves your 
conſideration therefore, whether it be beſt to car - 
ry on this work, or entirely diſcontinue it; or ra- 
ther, perhaps, whether it would not be moſt pru- 
dent abſolutely to deſtroy it : for the foundations 
upon which this building is immediately ſupport- 
ed, appear to me more expenſive than folid. Several 
private perfons have undertaken to build the com- 
partments of this theatre at their ownexpenſe, ſome 
engaging to erect the portico, others the galleries 
— Gn the pit &: but this deſign cannot be execu- 
„ as the principal fabric is now at a ſtand. This 

| city 


_ ancients, it may ſeem incredible, that a city, not the 


capital one neither, of a conquered province, ſhould 
expend ſo large a ſum of money, upon only the ſhell 
(as it appears to be) of a theatre: but Aſia was eſteem- 
ed the molt conſiderable part of the world for wealth; 
its fertility and exportations (as Tully obſerves) ex- 
cceding that of all other countries. The ingenious 
Dr Arbuthnot quotes an inftance from Athenzus of 


Aſiatic riches, which a man muſt be a tolerable arith- 


metician even to count. It is the value of the trea- 
ſure of Sardanapalus, with which he male a funeral 
pile for himſelf and family when he was befieged by 
Arbaces king of the Medes. Athenzus makes 
« the value of the treaſure of this pile to amount to 
«© 190,000,000 talents, which reckoneã in Bubylonic 
* tall ts, amounts to 16,953,125,000 l. This was 
only the value of the filver; there was beſides 2 
« tenth part of that number of talents of gold, which, 
« if gold was reckoned in a decuple proportion, will 
juſt double that ſum.” Arbuth. anc. coins. 

9p. 203. | | 
The word cavea in the original, comprehends 
more than we call the pit in our theatres, as it means 
Nun 2 e 
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city is alſo rebuilding, upon a more enlarged 
plan, the gymnaſium *, which was burnt down 
before my arrival in the province. They have 
already been at ſome (and, I doubt, a fruitleſs) 
expenſe, The ſtructure is not only irregular 
and ill diſpoſed, but the preſent architect (who 
it muſt be owned is a rival to the perſon who 
was firſt employed) aſſerts, that the walls, though 
they are twenty-two feet thick, are not ſtrong 
enough to ſupport the ſuperſtructure, as they are 
not incruſted without, nor the intermediate 
{pace properly cemented within.. 'The inhabi- 
tants of Claudio;alis are finking (for I cannot 
call it erecting) a large public bath, upon a low 
ſpot of ground which lies at the foct of a meun- 
tain. The fund apprc priated for the carrying 
on this work, ariſes from the money which thote 
honorary members you were ple to add to 
their ſenate, paid (or at leaſt are ready to pay 
whenever I call upon them) + for their admiſſion. 
As I am afraid therefore the public money in 
one place, and (what is infiaitely more valuable 
than any pecuniary confideration) your benefac- 
tion in the other, ſhould be ill applied, I am ob- 
liged to defire you would fend hither an archi- 

tect to inſpect, not only the theatre, but the 


the whole ſpace in which the ſpectators fat. Theſe 
theatres being open at top, the galleries here men- 
tioned were for the convenience of retiring in bad 


* A place ia which the athletic exerciſes were per- 
formed, and where the philoſophers allo uſed to read 
their lectures. 

I The honorary ſenators, that is, ſuch as were 
not received into the council of the city by election, 
but by the appointment of the emperor, paid a 
certuin ſem of money upon their admiſſion into the 


ſenate. 
bath; 
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bath; in order to conſider whether, after all the 
expenſe which has already been laid out, it will 
be better to finiſh them upon the preſent plan, 
or reform the one, and remove the other: for o- 


_ therwiſe we may poſſibly throw away our future 


colt, by endeavouring not to loſe what we have 
already expended. 


Epiſt. XLIX. Tzxajan to PLIx v. 


70 U who are upon the ſpot, will beſt be able 

to conſider and determine what is proper 
to be done concerning the theatre, which the 
inhabitants of Nicea are building; as for myſelf, 
it will be ſufficient if you let me know your reſo- 
lution. With reſpect to the particular parts of 


this theatre which are to be raiſed at a private. 


charge; you. will ſee thaſe engage ments fulfilled, 
when the body of the building, to which they 
are to be annexed, ſhall be finiſhed. — Theſe 
paltry Greeks are, I know, immoderately fond 
of gymnaſtic diverſions, and therefore, perhaps, 
the citizens of Nicea have enlarged their fabric 
for this purpoſe beyond its due proportion; how- 
ever, they muſt be contented. with ſuch a one as 
will be ſufficient to anſwer their occaſions, 
I entirely leave it to you. to perſuade the Clau- 
diopolitani as you ſhall think proper, with re- 
lation to their bath, which they have placed, it 
ſeems, in a very improper fituation, As there is 
no province that is not furniſhed with men of 
fcill and ingenuity, you cannot poſſibly want 
architects; unleſs you think it the ſhorteſt way 
to get them from Rome, when it is generally 
from Greece that they come hither. 


Epiſt. 
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Epift. L. Priny to the Emperor Txajan, 


Hen I reflect upon the ſplendour of your 
exalted ſtation, and the greatneſs of 
your mind, nothing, I am perfuaded, can be 
more ſuitable to both, than to point out to 
you ſuch deſigns as are worthy of your glo- 
rious and immortal name, as being no leſs uſe- 
ful than magnificent. Bordering upon the ter- 
ritories of the city of Nicomedia is a moſt ex- 
tenſive lake ; upon which the commodities of the 
country are eaſily and cheaply tranſported to the 
high road; but from thence are conveyed in 
carriages to the ſea-fide, at great charge and la- 
| bour. To remedy this inconvenience, it will 
require, it is true, many hands ; but upon ſuch 
an occaſion they cannot be ſcarce : for the coun- 
try, and particularly the city, is exceedingly po- 
lous: and one may aſſuredly hope, that every 
Lads will readily engage in a work which 
will be of univerſal benefit. It only remains 
then to ſend hither, if you ſhall think pro- 
per, a ſurveyor or an architect, in order to ex- 
amine whether the lakes lie above the level of 
the ſea ; the engineers of this provinee being of 
opinion that the former is higher by forty * cu- 
bits. I find there is in the neighbourhood of 
this place, a large canal, which was cut by one 
of the kings of this country ; but as it is left un- 
finiſhed, it is uncertain whether it was for the 
purpoſe of draining the adjacent lands, or ma- 
king a communication between the lake and the 
river. It is equally doubtful too, whether the 
death of the king, or the deſpair of being able to 
accompliſh the defign, prevented the completion 
of it. If this was the reaſon, I am ſo much the 


® A Roman cubit is equal to 1 foot 5 inches £25 
of our meaſure. Arbutbnot i tab. 


more 
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more deſirous, for the ſake of your illuſtrious 
Character, (and I hope you will pardon me the 
ambition), that you may have the glory of execu- 
ting what kings * could only attempt. | 


Epift. LI. Trajan to Pliny. 


Here is ſomething in the ſcheme you pro- 

poſe of opening a communication between 
the lake and the ſea, which may, perhaps, tempt 
me to come into it. But you muſt firſt careful- 
ly examine the ſituation of this body of water, 
what quantity it contains, and from whence it is 
ſupplied ; left, by letting it inte the ſea, it ſhould 
be totally exhauſted. You may apply to Cal- 
phurnius Macer for an engineer; as I will alſo 
ſend you from hence, ſome perfons ſkilled in 
works of this nature. 


Epift. LIT. Piiny to the Emperor TRA IAx. 


Pon examining the expenſes of the city of 
Byzantium, (which I find are extremely 


great), I was informed, Sir, that the appoint- 


* A commentator upon this paſſage thinks this a 
very extraordinary compliment; As if, ſays he. an 
* emperor of Rome could not do more than a little 
„king of Bithynia.” But it is much more probable 
that this critic ſhould be miſtaken in his objection, 
than Pliny in his compliment ; and though he will 
have it to be a little king, it is more reaſonable to 
ſappoſe our author meant ſome great king of Perſia. 
Beſides, Imperator, among the Romans, had not of 1t- 
ſelf any ſuch high idea, as has been affixed to it in 
later times. The meaning therefore of this wifh 
ſeems to be, that though Trajan was contented to 
be in title no more than General ¶ Imperator], yet in 
acts of public munificence he might be more than 
thoſe who proudly ſtyled themſelves kings. 

ments 
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ments of the ambaſſador which they ſend yearly 
to you with their homage, and the act which 
alles in the ſenate upon that occaſion, amount 
to twelve thouſand ſeſterces. But knowing the 
generous maxims of your government, [ thought 
Proper to ſend the decree without the ambaſſa- 
dor, that at the ſame time they diſcharged their 
public duty to you, they might be eaſed in the 
manner of paying it. This city is likewiſe taxed 
| with the ſum of three thoutand ſeſterces towards 
dietraying the expenſe of an envoy, whom they 
annually ſend to compliment the governor of 
Meefia : this expenſe 1 have alſo directed to be 
ſpared. [I beg, Sir, you would do me the ho- 
nour either to confirm my judgment, or correct 
my error in theſe points, by letting me know 
your ſentiments. 1 5 


Epi. LI. TA IAN to Pliny. 


Well approve, my dear Pliny, of your havin 
I excuſed the Hannes the e — of fad 
ing an ambaſſador to me. I ſhall eſteem their 
duty as ſufficiently paid though I only receive 
the act of their ſenate through your hands. The 


governor of Meaefia muſt hkewiſe excufe them, 


if they compliment him at a leſs expenſe. 


Epift. LIV. Prixv to th: Emperor TR AI Ax. 


1 Beg, Sir, you would ſettle a doubt I have con- 
4 cerning your * diplomas; whether you think 
proper that thoſe whoſe dates are expired ſhall 


A diploma is properly a grant of certain privi- 
leges — to a] car 4 A perſons. 3. 
nifies alſo grants of other kinds; and it ſometimes 
means poſt-warrants, as, perhaps, it does in thi: 
place, 1 
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be in force, and how long? For I am apprehen- 
five I may, through ignorance, either confirm 
ſuch of theſe inſtruments as are illegal, or pre- 


vent the effect of thoſe which are neceſſary. 


Epiſt. LV. Trajan to Prixv. 


HE diplomas whoſe dates are expired, 

' muſt by no means be made uſe of. For 

which reaſon it is a principal rule with me, to 

ſend new inſtruments of this kind into all the 
provinces before they are immediately wanted. 


Epi. LVI. PLixy to the Emperor TRA IAN. 


Pon intimating, Sir, my deſign to the city 
of Apamea, of examining into the ſtate of 
their public funds and revenues, they told me 
they were all extremely willing 1 ſhould inſpect 
their accounts; but that no proconſul had ever 
yet peruſed them, as they had a privilege (and 
that of very ancient date) of adminiftering their 
commonwealth in the manner they thought pro- 
per. I required them to draw up a memorial 
of what they then offered, which I tranſmit to 
you exactly as I received it; though I am ſenſible 
1t contains ſeveral things foreign to the queſtion. 
I beg you would honour me with your com- 
mands, how I am to act in this affair; for I 
ſhould be extremely ſorry either to exceed or 
fall ſhort of my commiſſion. = 


Epift. LVII. Trajan to PlIxv. 


HE memorial of the Apameans annexed to 
your letter, bas ſaved me the neceſſity of 
conſidering the reaſons they ſuggeſt, why the for- 
mer proconſuls forbore to inſpect their accounts; 
ſince they are willing to ſubmit them to your 
examination. 
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examination. Their compliance deſerves to be 
encouraged; and they may be aſſured, the in- 
2 5 — are to make in puifuance of my or- 


ers, ſhall be with a full reſerve to their privi- 
leges. | 


Eo. Lill. 
TRAJAN. 


HE Nicomedians, Sir, tefore my arrival in 

this province, had begun to build a new 
forum contiguous to their former, in a corner 
of which ſtands an ancient temple dedicated to 
the mother of the gods. I his fabric muſt either 
be repaired, or removed; and fer this reaſon 
chiefly, becauſe it is a much lower building than 
that which is now erected. Upon inquiry whe- 
ther this temple had been conſecrated, I was in- 
formed that their manner of dedication differs 
trom outs. You will be pleaſed therefore, Sir, 
to conſider whether a temple, which has not 
becn conſccrated in form, may be removed *, 
conliſtenily with the ceremonies of religion: for 
if there is no objection from that quarter, there 
is none on the fide of inconvenience. 


gil. LIX. TA IA to Py, 
you may without ſcruple, my dear Pliny, 


if the ſituation requires it, remove the 
temple of the mother of the gea's, from the place 
whe'e it now ſtands, to any other more conve- 
nient. You need be under no difficulty con- 
ceraing the act of dedication ; for the ground of 
a + foreign city is not capable of receiving that 


* Whatever was legally conſecrated, was ever at- 
terwards unapplicable to profane uſes, | 

+ Tha: ts, a city not admuted to 9 the laws 
and privueges of Rome. 


kind 


Prixty to the 5 


gag 8 L 
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kind of conſecration which is obſerved by our 
laws. 

Epiſt. LX. Prixx to the Emperor Txajan. 
E have celebrated, Sir, with thoſe ſenti- 
ments of joy your virtues juſtly merit, 
the day of your acceſſion, when, at the fame 


time that you accepted, you ſaved the empire. 
And we fincerely implored the gods to preſerve 


you in health and proſperity, as it is upon your 


welfare that the ſecurity and repoſe of mankind 
depends. I renewed at the ſame time the oath 
of allegiance at the head of the army, which 
repeated it after me in the uſual form, the people 
of the province zealouſly expreſſing their affec- 


tion to you by taking the ſame oath. 


Epift. LXT. Trajan to PT. 


J7 Our letter, my dear Pliny, was extremely 
acceptable, as it gave me an account with 


What zeal and affection you, together with the 


army and the provincials, ſolemnized the day of 
my acceſſion to the empire. 


Epift, LXII. PIV to the Emperor TRA Ax. 


1 money owing to the pubſic, is, by the 
prudence, Sir, of your councils, and the 
care of my adminiſtration, either actually paid 
in, or now recovering: but I am afraid it muſt 
lie unemployed. For, as on one fide, there are 
few or no opportunites of purchaſing land, ſo on 
the other, one cannot meet with any perſon wha 
is willing to borrow of the * public, (eſpecially 

| | at 


* The reaſon why they did not chuſe to borrow 
of the public at the ſame rate of intereſt which they 
Vo. II. A paid 
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at the intereſt of 12 per cent.), when they can 
raiſe money upon the ſame terms from private 
hands. You will conſider then, dir, whether it 
may not be adviſable, in order to invite reſpon- 
fible perſons to take this money, to lower the 
intereſt ; or if that ſcheme ſhould not ſucceed, to 
place it in the bands of the decurii, upon their 
giving ſufficient ſecurity to the public. And 
though they ſhould not be willing to receive it, 

t, as the rate of intereſt will be abated, the hard- 
this will be ſo much the leſs. 


Epift. LXIMI. Tx4jan to Prix x. 


1 Agree with you, my dear Pliny, that there 
1 ſeems to be no other method of facilitating 
the placing out of the public money, than by 

lowering the intereſt; the meaſure of which 
you will determine according to the number of 
the borrowers. But to compel perſons to re- 
ceive it, who are not diſpoſed to do fo, when 
poſſibly they themſelves may have no opportunity 
of employing it, is by no means conſiſtent wi 
the juſtice of my government. | 

Epiſt. LXIV. Purixy to the Emperor 
TRAJAN. 


Return you my higheſt acknowledgments, 
Sir, that, among the many important occu- 
pations in which you are engaged, you have con- 
deſcended to be my guide in thoie points where- 
in I have conſulted you : a favour which I muſt 


now again beſeech you to grant me. A certain 


paid to private perſons, was (as one of the commen- 
tators obſerves), becauſe in the former inſtance they 
were obliged to pive ſecurity ; whereas in the latter, 
they could raiſe money upon their perſonal credit. 
perfon 
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perſon came before me with a complaint, that 
his adverſaries, who had been baniſhed for thie-: 
years by the illuſtrious Servilius Calvus, fil re- 
mained in the province: they, on the contrary, 
affirmed that Calvus had reſtored them again to 
their country, and produced his edict to that 
purpcſe. I thought it neceſſary therefore to re- 
fer the whole affair to you. For as | have your 
expreſs orders not to reſtore any perlon who has 
been ſentenced to baniſhment either by myfclt 
or others; ſo I have no directions with reſpect 
to thoſe, who having been banithed by ſome of 
my predeceſſors in this government, have by 
them 2149 been reſtored. f am obliged, then, to 
beg you would inform me, Sir, what method 1 

ata obſerve, as well with regard to theſe, as 
to others, who, after having been condemned to 
perpetual baniſhment, have returned to the pro- 
vince without permiſſion: for caſes of that nature 
have likewiſe fallen under my cognifance. A 
perſon was brought before me who had been 
ſentenced to perpetual cxile by the proconſul 
Julius Baſſus: but knowing that the acts of 
Baſſus, during his adminiſtraticn, had been re- 
ſcinded, and that the icnate had granted leave to 
all thoſe who had fallen under his condemnation, 
of bringing their appeal, provided they did to 
within the {pace of two years; I inquired of 


this man whether he had acquainted the procon- 


ful with his caſe? He replied, he had not. 1 
beg then you would inform me whether you 
would have him fent back again into exile ; or 
whether you think ſome more ſevere, and what 
kind of puniſhment, ſhould be infficted upon 
him, and ſuch others as may hereafter be 
found to lie under the fame delinquency. I 
have annexed to my letter the decree of Calvus, 
and the edict by which the perſon; mentioned 
above were reſtored, as alſo the decree of Baſſus. 

Oo2 Epijt, 
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Epiſt. LXV. Tarajan to Prix v. 


1 Will let you know my determination con- 
cerning thoſe exiles which were baniſhed for 
three years by the proconſul P. Servilius Calvus, 
and ſoon afterwards reſtored to the province by 


his edict, when I ſhall have informed myſelf from 


him of the reaſons of this proceeding. With 
reſpect to that perſon who was ſentenced to per- 
petual baniſhment by Julius Baſſus, yet con- 
tinued to remain in the province, without ma- 
king his appeal if he thought himſelf aggrieved, 
(though he had two years given him r that 
purpoſe), I would have him ſent in chains to my 
* prztorian præfects: for only to remand him 
back to a puniſhment which he has contuma- 
ciouſly eluded, will by no means be ſufficient. 


Epi. LXVI. Priny to the Emperor 


Txrxajan. 


W Hen I cited the judges, Sir, to attend me 
' ata + ſeſſions which I was going to hold, 
Flavius Archippus claimed the privilege of being 


excuſed, as exerciſing the profeſſion of a 1 philo- 


* Theſe, in the original inſtitution as ſettled by 
Auguſtus, were only commanders of his body-guards, 
but in the later times of the Roman empire they 
were next in authority under the Emperor, to whom 

they ſeem to have acted as a fort of prime miniſters. 
+ The provinces were divided into a. kind of cir- 
cuits called cenventus, whither the proccuſuls uſed to 
go in order to adminiſter juſtice. The judges here 
mentioned muſt not be underſtood to mean the fame 
fort of judicial officers as with us; they were rathet in 

the nature of our juries. 3 

t By the imperial conſtitutions the philoſophers 
were exempted from all public functions. Catanæus 
| ſopher. 
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ſopher. It was alleged by ſome who were 
preſent, that he ought not only to be excuſed 
from that office, but even ſtruck out of the roll 
of judges, and remanded back to the puniſhment 
from which he had eſcaped by breaking his 
chains. At the ſame time a ſentence of the pro- 
conſul Velius Paullus was read, by which it ap- 
that Archippus had been condemned to 
the mines for forgery. He had nothing to pro- 
duce in proof that this ſentence had ever been 
reverſed. He however, in fovour of 
his reſtitution, a petition which he preſented to 
Domitian, together with a letter from that prince 
and a decree of the Pruſenſians in his honour. To 
theſe he ſubjoined a letter which he had recei- 
ved from you; as alſo an edict and a letter of 
auguſt father confirming the grants which 
. made to him by Domitian. For theſe 
reaſons, notwithſtanding crimes of fo atrocious 
n did not think. 
proper to determine any thing concerning him, 
without firſt conſulting bo Don in the affair, 
which ſeems to merit your peculiar deciſion. 
I have tranſmitted to you, with this letter, the 
ſeveral allegations on both fides. 


DowrT1an's Epiſt. to TexenTIus Maxr- 
MUS, 


« FRNLavius Archippus the philoſopher has pre- 
5 vailed with me to give an order that 
« 600,000 ſeſterces be laid out in the purchaſe of 
tan eſtate for the ſupport of him and his family, 
ce in the neighbourhood of Prufias, his native 
& country. Let this be accordingly done: and 
cc place that ſum to the article of my benefac- 


ww 
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From the ſame, to L. Appius Mann | 


6 | Recommend, my dear Maximus, to your 
«© protection, that worthy philoſopher Ar- 
„ chippus; a perſon whoſe morals are agreeable 
_ © to his profeſſion: and I would have you pay 


« full regard to whatever he ſhall reaſonably re- 
= queſt. N 


The EDICT of the Emperor NRRvA. 


cc * are ſome points, no doubt, Quirites, 
6 concerning which the happy te nor of 
« my government is a ſufficient explanation of 
« my ſentiments; and a good prince need not 
* give an expreſs declaration in matters where- 
<« in his intention cannot but be clearly under- 
« ſtood. Every citizen in the empire will bear 
« me witneſs, that I gave up my private repoſe 
« to the ſecurity of the 2 in order to have 
« the pleaſure of diſpen ing new bounties of my 
« own, and confirming former ones of my pre- 


« deceſſors. But leſt the memory of him who 


% made theſe grants, or the diffidence of thoſe 
% who received them, ſhould occaſion any in- 
« terruption to the public joy, I thought it as 
* neceſſary as it is agreeable to me to obviate 
<« theſe ſuſpicions, by aſſuring them of my in- 
6c dulgence. Let it not be thought that I fhall 
« reſcind either the public or private acts of any 
« former prince, for the ſake of meriting the ob- 


« ligation of ratifying and confirming them; nor 
« need any who have received the ſmiles of im- 


« perial favour, renew their petitions to me in 
order to enjoy the benefit of them. Rather let 
« them leave me in full leiſure for conferring new 


® Domiran, 
-::\...: 0 vous; 
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& favours ; under the affurance, that I am only 
ce to be ſolicited for thoſe which have not already 


From the ſame, to TuLLius Justus. 


< A ST have made it the maxim of my govern- 
«© [A ment to obſerve the ordinances of my 
ic predecefſors in all things, ſo regard muſt be 
& paid to the letters of Domitian.“ 


Epil. LXVII. Privy to the Emperor Ta a- 
JAN. 


13 Archippus has conjured me by all my 
wiſhes for your proſperity, and by your im- 
mortal glory, that I would tranſmit to you the 
memorial which he preſented to me. I could 
not refuſe a requeſt conceived in fuch terms ; 
however, I acquainted the profecutrix with this 
my intention, from whom I have alfo received a 


memorial on her part. I have annexed them 


both to my letter; that, by hearing as it were 
each ſide, you may more eaſily confider what to 
determine in this affair, 


Epift. LXVIII. Tara JAn to PLIvy. 
bo is poſſible Domitian might be ignorant of 


the circumſtances in which Archippus was, 
when he wrote the letter ſo much to that philo- 
ſopher's honour. However, it is more agreeable 
to my difpoſition to ſuppoſe that — 7 — 
he ſliould be reſtored to his former ſituation; 
eſpecially ſince he ſo often had the honour of a 
ſtatue decreed to him by thoſe who could not 
be * ignorant of the ſentence which the procon- 


'In the text of all the editions it is guz zgnorabant ; 
but the reaſoning ſeems to require the negative parti- 
cle; though the commentators have paſſed over the 


paſſage without objection. 
ſul 
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| ſul Paullus pronounced upon him. But I do not 
mean to intimate by this, my dear Pliny, that if 
any new charge ſhuuld be brought againſt him, 
ou ſhould be leſs diſpoſed to hear his accuſers, 
have examined the memorial of his proſecutrix, 
Furia Prima, as alſo that of Archippus himſelf 
which you fent with your former letter. 


Epift. LXIX. PLixy to the Emperor TRA] Ax. 


T is with great judgment, Sir, you are appre- 
henſive , that the lake will be in danger of 
being entirely drained, if a communication is o- 
pened between that and the ſea, by means of the 
river: but I think I have found a method to ob- 
viate that inconvenience. A channel may be 
cut from the lake to the river, and a narrow lip 
of land left between them. By this means the 
water in the lake will not only be preſerved and 
kept diſtin from the river, but all the fame pur- 
poſes will be anſwered as if they were united : 
for it wil: be extremely eaſy to convey over that 
little intervening ridge whatever burthens ſhall be 
brought down by the canal. This is a ſcheme 
which may be purſued, if it ſhould be found ne- 
ceſſary; but I hope there will be no occaſion to 
put it in praftice. For in the firſt place, the 
lake itſelf is pretty deep; and in the next, by 
damming up a river, which runs from it on the 
oppoſite fide, and turning its courſe as we ſhall 
find proper, the ſame quantity of water may ſtill 
be retained. Beſides, there are feveral little 
brooks near the place where it is propoſed the 
channel ſhall be cut, which, if ſkilfully collected, 
will ſupply the lake with water in proportion to 
what it ſhall loſe. But if you ſhould rather ap- 
prove of the channel's being extended farther, 
ud cut narcower, and fo conveyed directly into 
See letters 50. and 51, of this book, F 
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fate of freedom or ſlavery. 
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the ſea, without running into the river, the re- 
flux of the tide will return whatever it receives 
from the lake. After all, if the nature of the 
place ſhould not admit of any of theſe ſchemes, 
the courſe of the water may be checked by ſlui- 
ces. Theſe, however, and many other particu- 
lars, will be more ſkilfully examined into by the 
engincer, which, to your promiſe, 1 
hope you will ſend ; for indeed, Sir, it is an en- 
terpriſe well worthy of your attention and mag · 
nificence. In the mean while I have wrote to 
the illuſtrious Calpurnius Macer, in purſuance 
of your orders, to ſend me a proper engineer fer 
this occaſion, Ws 


F. LXX. Trxajax to Pliny. 
E evident, my dear Pliny, that neither your 


prudence nor your care have been wanting 
in this affair of the lake, fince, in order to make 
it of more general benefit to us, you have pro- 
vided ſo many expedients againſt the hazard of 
its being drained. I leave it to your own choice 
REESE SE 

2 rnius will furni 

you, no doubt, with an engineer, and artiſts of 
that kind are not wanting in his province. 


Epifl. LXXI. Prix to the Emperor TRAJAn. 


A Very conſiderable queſtion, Sir, in which 

the whole province is intereſted, has been 
lately ſtarted, concerning the * ſtate and main 
tenance of deſerted children. I have examined 
the conſtitutions of former princes upon this 
head, but not finding any thing in them relating, 
either in general or particular, to the Bithynians, 


That is, whether they ſhould be conſidered in a 
L 
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I thought it neceſſary to apply to you for your 
directions: for in a point which ſeems to require 
the ſpecial interpoſition of your authority, I 
could not content myſclf with following prece- 
dent>. An edict of the emperor Auguſtus (as 
pretended) was read to me, concerning one An- 
nia; as alſo a letter from Veſpaſtan to the La- 


cedæmonians, and another from Titus to the 


ſame, with one likewiſe from him to the Ache- 
ans. Atthe ſame time ſome letters from Domitian 
were exhibited to me, directed to the procon- 
ſuls Avidius Nigrinus, and Armenius Brocchus, 
together with one from that prince to the Lace- 
dzraonians : but I have not tranſmitted them to 
you, as well becauſe they were not correct (and 
. ſome of them too of fuſpicious authority), as be- 
cauſe [ imagine the true copies are preſerved in 
your archives. | 


Epift. LXXII. Trajan to Prix v. 


HE queſtion concerning fach children as 
were expoſed by their parents, and after- 

wards taken up by others, and educated in a ſtate 
of ſervitude though born free, has been fre- 
quently diſcuſſed ; but I do not find in the con- 
ſtitutions of the princes my predeceſſors, any ge- 
neral regulation upon this head, extending to all 
the provinces. There are, indeed, ſome re- 
ſcripts of Domitian to Avidius Nigrinus and Ar- 
menius Brocchus, which ought to be obſerved ; 
but Bithynia is not comprehended in the provin- 
ces therein mentioned. I am of opinion there- 
fore, that the claims of thoſe who affert their 
right of freedom upon this footing, ſhould be al- 


towed without obliging them to purchaſe their 


liberty by paying for their maintenance. 


; Epift, 


ö 


3 


Epiſt. 74. of PLINY. 443 


Epi. LXXIII. Privy to the Emperor 
Tx AAN. 


Aving been petitioned by ſome perſons to 

grant them the liberty (agreeably to the 
practice of former proconſuls) of removing the re- 
lics of their deceated relations, upon the ſugge- 
ſtion, that either thei: monuments were decayed 
by age, or ruined by the inundations of the river, 
or for other reafans of the ſame kind; I thought 
proper, Sir, knowing that, in caſes of this nature, 
it is uſual at Rome to apply to the college of 
prieſts, to conſult with you who are the ſovereign 
of that ſacred order, what you would have me 
obſerve in this affair. 


Epift. LXXIV. TRAIAN to PlIx v. 


T will be a hardſhip upon the provincials, 
to oblige them to addreſs themſelves to the 
college of prieſts, whenever they may have juſt 
reaſons for removing the aſhes of their anceſtors. 
In this caſe, therefore, it will be better you ſhould 
follow the example of the governors your pre- 
deceflors, and grant or deny them this liberty as 


you ſhall ſee reaſonable. 


Epift. LXXV. Plixv to the Emperor TRA - 
| | JAN. 


Have inquired, Sir, at Pruſa, for a proper 

place on which to erect the bath you were 
pleaſed to allow that city to build; and I have 
found one to my ſatisfaction. It is upon the ſite 
where formerly, I am told, ſtood a very beautiful 
fabric, but which is now entirely tallen into 
ruins. By fixing upon that ſpot, we ſhall gain 
the advantage of ornamenting the city in A 
whic! 
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which at preſent is exceedingly deformed, and 
—_— at the ſame time without removing 
any of the edifices; only rebuilding one which 
is fallen to decay. There are ſome cireumſtan- 
ces attending this ſtructure, of which it is proper 
I ſhould inform you. Claudius P be- 
queathed it to the emperor Claudius Cæſar, with 
directions that a temple ſhould be erected to that 
prince in the midſt of a piazza, and that the re- 
mainder of the houſe ſhould be let in ts. 
The city received the rents for a conſiderable 
time; but partly by its having been plundered, 
and partly by its being ne the piazza, to- 
with the whole dome, is entirely gone 
cout of repair, and there is now ſcarce any thing 
remaining of it, but the upon which it 
Rood, If you ſhall think proper, Sir, either to 
rive of fell this ſpot of ground to the city, as it 
lies fo conveniently for their purpoſe, they will 
receive it as the higheſt mark of your favour. I 
intend, with your permiſſion, to place the bath 
in the vacant area; and to extend a range of por- 
ticoes with feats, in that part where the former 
edifice ſtood. This new fabric I deſign to dedi- 
cate to you, by whoſe it will riſe with all 
the elegance and magnificence worthy of your 
glorious name. I have ſent you a copy of the 
will, by which, though it is not very correct, you 
will fee, that Polyznus left ſeveral things for the 
ornament of this houſe; but thoſe alſo are loſt 
with all the reſt : I will however make the ſtricteſt 
inquiry after them that 1 am able. 


Epift. LXXVI. Trajan to Prixv. 


Have no objection to the Pruſenſes making 
uſe of the area together with the vacant 
houſe, which you ſay is fallen into ruins, for the 
ſituation of their bath. But it is not ſufficiently 


clear 
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clear by your letter, whether the temple in the 
centre of the piazza was actually dedicated to 
Claudius, or net; for if it were, it is ſtill conſe- 
crated ground . 


Evift. LXXVI. Prixv to the Emperor Tx A- 


JAN. 


Have been preſſed by ſome, to take upon 

my{.lf the coguiſance of cauſes relating to 
claims of freedom by birthright, according to a 
reſcript of Domitian's to Minucius Rufus, and 
the practic: of former proconſuls. But upon 
caſting my eye on the decree of the ſenate con- 
cerning caſes of this nature, I find it only men- 
tions + the proconſular provinces. I therefore, 
Sir, defer interme: d'ing in this affair, till I ſhall 
receive your commauds how you would have me 


And c-nſequently, by the Roman laws, unappli 
cable to any other purpoſe. 

+ The Roman provinces, in the times of the empe- 
rors, were of two ſorts; thoſe which were diſtin- 
guiſhed by the rame of the Provincia Caſaris, and 
the Provincie Senats. The Provence Caſaris, or 
imperial provinces, Were {ach as the emperor, for 
reaſons of f olicy, refervei to his owa immediate 
ad miai ration, oc of thute whom he thought proper 
to ag point: the Provlaci r Sunutzs, or proconſular 
provinces, were ſuch as he left to the government of 
proconſuls or przturs choſen in the ordinary method 
of clectien. [Vid. Suet. in dug. c. 44. n. 1. J. Of 
the former kind was Bichynia, at the time when 
our aathor preũded there. id. Maſſon. vit. Plin. 
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Epift. LXXVIII. Taajan to Pliny, 
F you wiil ſend me the decree of the ſenate 


which occaſioned your doubt, I ſhall be as 
to judge, whether you ought to take upon your- 
ſelf the cogniſance of cauſes relating to claims 
of freedom by birthright. . 


Ep;/t. LXXIX. Prix v to the Emperor 
TraJjan. 


T Ulius Largus, of the province of Pontica, 

(whom I never ſaw, nor indeed even heard 

of till lately), in confidence, Sir, of your diſtin- 
guiſhing judgment in my favour, has intruſted 
me with the execution of the laſt inſtance of 
his loyalty towards you. He has left me, by 
will, his eſtate upon truſt, in the firſt place to 
receive out of it 50,000 ſeſterces for my own 
uſe, and to apply the remainder for the benefit 


of the cities of Heraclea and Tiani, either for 


the erecting ſome public edifice in honour of 
your memory, or inſtituting athletic games, as 
1 ſhall fee proper. Theſe games are to be ce- 
lebrated every five years, and called Trajan“ 
games. Of this I thought it neceſſary to ac- 
quaint you; and for this reaſon chiefly, that [ 
may have your ſentiments how I ought to de- 
termine. | | 


Es it. LXXX. TRajar to PlIx v. 


Y the prudent choice Julius Largus has 

made of a truſtce, one would imagine he 
had known you well. You will conſider then 
what will moſt tend to the perpetuating of his 
memory, according to the circumſtances of the 


reſpective 


”——Y 
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reſpective places; and purſue whatever you ſhall 
think molt proper. 


Epi. LXXXI. Prixy to the Emperor 


TRA JAN. 


FJ OU acted agreeably, Sir, to your uſual pru- 
dence, when you commanded the . illuſtii- 

ous Calpurnius Macer to fend a legionary cen- 
turion to Byzantium. You wi l conſider whether 
the city of Juliopclis does not deferve the ſane 
regard, which, though it is extremely ſmall, 
ſuſtains very great burthens, and is ſo much the 
more expoſed to injuries, as it is leſs capable of 
reſiſting them. Whatever benefits you ſhall 
confer upon that ciry, will in effect be advan- 
tageous to the whole country: for it is ſituate! 


at the entrance of Bi:hynia, and is the towir 


through which all who travel into that pro- 
viace generally paſs. 


Epiſt. LXXXII. Tragas to PII r. 
HE circumſtances of the city of Byzantium 


T are ſuch, by the great confluence of ſtran- 
gers to it, that 1 thought myſelf obliged to ho- 
nour ĩt with a legionary centurion's guard, which 
was always granted to them in former reizns. 
But if we ſhould diftinguiſh the city of Juliopolis 
in the fame manner, it will be introducing a 


precedent for many others, whofe claim to that 
_ favour will riſe in proportion to their want of 


ſtrength. I have ſo much confidence, however, 
in your adminiſtration, as to believe you wilt 
omit no method of protecting them from i:1ju- 
ries. If any ſhall act contrary to the diſcipline 
I have injoined, let them be inſtantly corrected ; 
or ſhould their crimes be too enormous for im- 
meviate chaſtiſement, if they happen to be ſol- 
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diers, I would have them ſent to th: ir officers, 
wich an account of the particular m iſdemearor 
you ſhalt find they have been guilty of ; but it 
they are perſons who are returning to Rome, in- 
form me by letter. 


Epiſt. LXXXIN. Prix to the Emperor 
| TRAIAN. | 


BY a law of * Pompey's concerning the Bi- 
thynians it is enacted, Sir, that no perſon 
ſhall exerciſe any magiſtracy, or be chcſen into 
the ſenate under the age of thirty. By the ſame 
law it is declared, that thoſe who have paſſed 
through the offices of the commonwealth, ſhall 
de ſenators of courſe. Subſeq 
the Emperor Auguſtus publithed an edi, by 
which it was ordained, that perſons of the age 
of twenty-two ſhould be capable of being magi- 
ſtrates, The que ion therefore is, whether 
thoſe who have exerciſed the functions of a 
maciſtrate before the age of thirty, may be le- 
gally choſen into the ſenate by the + cenſors ? 
And it fo, whether, by the ſame kind of conſtruc- 
tion, they may be elected ſenators, at the age 
when they are allowed to be magiitrates, though 


* Pompey the Great having ſubdued Mithridates, 
and by that means greatly enlarged the Reman em- 
pire, paſſed ſeveral laws relating to the newly-con- 
quered provinc-s, and, among others, that which 
is here mentioned; as Catanzus obſerves from Ap- 

ian 
F + The right of elefting ſenators did not original- 
ly delopg to the cenſors, who were only, as Tully 
ſome here calls them, guardians of the diſcipline and 
manners of the city; but in proceſs of time they in- 
_ groſſed the 


NOur. 


they 


uent to this law 


whole privilege of conferring that ho- 
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they have not actually borne any office? A cu- 
ſton, it ſerms, which bas titherio been obſer- 
ved; and is ſaid to be neceftary, as it is rather 
better that perſons of noble birth ſhoild be ad- 
mitted into the ſenate, than the of plebeian 
rank. The cenſors elect having deſired ny ſen- 
timents upon this point, I was of opinion, thar, 
both by the law of Pompey and the ecict of Au- 
guſtus, thoſe who had exerciſed the magittra- 
ture before the age of thirty, might be chcſen 
into the ſenate; and for this reaſon, becauſe the 
edit allows the cfice of magiitrate to be undet- 
taken before thirty; and the law declates, that 
whoever has been a magiſtrate, has a light to 
be a ſenator. But With reſpect to thoſe who 
never diicharged any oface in the ſtate, though 
they were of the age required for that purpoſe, 
I had ſome doubt: and therecore, vir, „ apply 
to you for your directions. ] have at:12x44 to 
this letter the heads of the law, together with 
the ed.ct of Auguſtus. 


Etift. LNSSNIV. Tacx to Pl i x. 


I Agree wi h you, my dear Pliny, in your cen 
 Fruttion ; and am ut cpinion that the law 


0 Pompey is fo fur repeated by tae evict of the 


Emperor Auguitus, that thote perſons who are 
not leſs than twenty-two years of ate may exe- 
cute the office of magiſtrates, and when tuey 
have, may be received int) the nate of they 
retoæctive cities. But I think thoſe wito are 
under thirty years of age, and have not diſchar- 
ged the function of a magiſtrate, cannot, upon 
pretence chat i» point of years they might bave 
done fo, claim a place in the ſenate of tlicir ſ.ye- 
ral communities. 


Pp 3 Ezif. 
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Epi. LXXXV. Priny to the Emperor 
| TRAIAN. 


WI I was diſpatching ſome public affairs, 
Sir, at Pruſa, with an intention of lea- 
ving that city the ſame day, the magiſtrate A- 
ſclepiades informed me, that Eumolpus had ap- 
real d to me from a motion which Cocceianus 
Dion made in their ſenate. Dion, it ſe:ms, ha- 
ving been appointed ſuperviſor of a public edi - 
fice, deſited that it might be aſſigned * to the ci- 
ty ia form. Eumolpus, who was counſel far 
Flavius Archippus, inſiſted that Dion ſhould 
firft be required to deliver in his accounts rela- 
ting to this work, before it was aſſigned to the 
corporation ; ſuggeſting he had not performed 
his duty in the manner he ought. He took no- 
tice at the ſame time, that this builcing, in 
which your ſtatue is erected, was made uſe of 
alſo for the burial + of the dead, the bodies of 
Dion's wife and ſon being (as he aſſerted) there 
depoſited; and petitioned tnat L would hear this 
cauſe in the public tribunal. Upon my com- 
plying wi:h his requeſt, and deferring my jour- 


This, probably, was ſome act whereby the city 
was to ratify and confirm the proceedings of Dion 
under the commiſſion aſſigned to him. | 

+ It was a notion which generally 7 wy with 
the ancients, in the Jeu 1ſt: as well as Heathen world, 
that there was a pollution in the contact of dead bo- 
dies, and this they extended to the very houſe in 
which the corpſe lay, and even to the uncovered veſ- 
fels that ſtood in the ſame room. Vid. Pot. antig. 
v. 2. 188. J. From ſome ſuch opfiion as this it 1s 
probable, that the circumſtance here mentioned of 
placing Trajan's ſtatue where theſe bodies were de- 
page was eſteemed as a mark of diſreſpect to his 
perſon. | 


ney 


5 point to which the world is greatly attentive. 
And, 
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for that purpoſe, he deſired a longer day in 
pur As to prepare the cauſe, and that Todd t 

it in ſome other city. I appointed the city of 
Nicea, where, when I took my ſeat, Eumolpus, 
pretending not to be yet ſufficiently inſtructed, 
moved that the trial might be again put off: 
Dion, on the contrary, infiited it ſhould be heard. 


They debated this point very fully on both fide-, 


and entered a little into the merits of the cauſe ; 


when being of opinion, that it was reaſonable it 


ſhould be adjourned, and thinking it proper to 


adviſe with you ia an affair which was of conſe- 


quence in point of example, I directed. them to 
give in the articles of the ir reſpective allegations 
in writing; for I was deſirous you ſhould judge 
from their own words of what was offered on 


each part. This Dion promiled to do, as Eu 


molpus alſo. aſſured me he would draw up in 
wri ing what he had to allege on the part of 
the community. But he added, that being only 
concerned as advocate on behalf of Archippus, 


whole inſtructions he had laid before me, he had 
nothing to charge with reſpect to the ſepulch:es. 
Archippus however, for whom Eumolpus was. 


counſel here, as at Pruſa, undertouk to preſent 
an accuſation upon this head in writing. But 
neither Eumolpus ncr Archippus (though I have 
wai:ed ſeveral. days for that purpoſe) have yet 
performed their engagement: Dion indeed has.; 
and 1 have annexed his memorial ta this letter. 
I have taken a view myſelf of the buildings, 
where | find your ſtatue is placed in a library; 
and as to the edifice which is ſuppoſed to con- 
tain the bodies of Dion's wife and fon, it ſtands 
in the middle of an area, which is furrounded 
with a colonade. I particularly therefore intreat 


you, Sir, to direct my 2 in the determi- 


nation of this cauſe above all others, as it is a 


— —— — — 2 — — — — — 
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And, indeed, it highly deſerves a very mature 
deliberation, ſince the fact is not only ac know - 
ledged, but countenanced by many examples. 


Epi. LXXXVI. Tarajan to Privy, 


A S you well know, my dear Pliny, it is the 
fixed maxim of my government not to cre- 
ate an awe of my pericn by ſevere and rigorous 
meaſures, and by conſtruing every ſlight offence 
into an act of treaſon, there was no occaſion 
tor you to heſitate a moment upon the point, 
concerning which you thcuzht proper to conſult 
me. Without entering therefore into that que- 
ſtion, (to which I would by no means give any 
attention, though there w re ever ſo many in- 
ſtances of the ſame kind), I recommend to your 
care the examination of Dion's accounts relating 
to the public works which he bas finiſned; as 
it is a caſe in which the intereſt of the city is 
concerned, and as Dion neither ought, nor in- 
| died docs refuſe, to ſubmit to the inquiry. 


Epift. LXXXVII. Privy to the Emperor 
TRAJAN. 


HE Niceans having conjured me, Sir, by 

(what is, and ought to be, moſt ſacred to 

me) your proſperity and immortal glory, to pre- 

fent to you their petition ; I did not think my- 

ſelf at liberty to refuſe them: I have therefore 
incloſed it in this letter. 


Epift. LXXXVIII. Tarazan to Plixy. 


THE Niceans, I find, claim a right, by an 
edict of Auguſtus, to the eftate of every 
citizen who dies inteſtate. You will therefore 
ſummon the ſeveral parties intereſted in this 
gqueſtion, 
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queſtion, and with the aftiſtance of Epimachus 
and Gemellinus, my procurators, (having duly 
weighed every argument that ſhail be alleged 
agaiaſt the claim), determine as ſhall appear 
moft reaſonable. MORE 


Epi. LXXXIX. Piixv to the Emperor 
TRAJAN. TW 


\ FAY this and many ſucceeding birthCays 
be attended, Sir, with the higheſt felicity 


to you; and may you, in the midſt of an unin- 


terrupted courſe of health and proſperity, be ſtill 
adding to the increaſe of that immortal glory, 
which your virtues juſtly merit ! | 


Epift. XC. Trajan to Piivy. 


OUR wiſhes, my dezr Pliny, for my en- 
1 Frent of many happy birchdays amidſt 
the glory and proſperity of the republic, were ex 
tremely agreeable to me. 


Epiſt. NCI. Privy to the Emperor Trajan. 


Ee city of Sinope is ill ſupplied, Sir, with 
water, which however may be brought 
thither from about fixteen miles diſtance in great 
plenty and perfection. I he ground, indeed, 
near the ſource of this ſpi ing, is, for ſomething 
n:ore than a mile, of a very ſoft and marſhy na- 
ture; but I have directed an examination to be 
made, (which will be done at a ſmall expenſe), 
whether it is capable of bearing any ſuperſtruc- 
ture. I have taken care to provice a ſuſfcient 
fund for this purpoſe, if you ſtall approve, vir, 
of a work io conducive to the health and plea- 
ſure of this colony, greatly diſtreſſed by a ſcar- 
city of water. | 
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Epi. XCII. Trajan to Prixv. 


Would have you proceed, my dear Pliny, in 
carefully examining, whether the ground 


you ſuſpect, is firm enough to ſupport an aquz- 
duct. For I have no manner of doubt that it 
is proper the city of Sinope ſhould be ſupplied 
with water; provided their finances will bear 
the expenſe of a work fo conducive to their 


Epiſt. XCIII. PII x V to the Emperor 
TRAJan. 


1 free and 22238 city of Amiſus 
enjoys, our indulgence, the privi 

of its _ * memorial being Lav was 
to me there, concerning a charitable * ſociety, 
I have incloſed it in this letter, that you may 
conſider, Sir, whether, and how far, theſe meet- 
ings are to be permitted, or prohibited. 


Epift. XCIV. Trajan to PII. 


IF charitable ſociety be agrecable to the laws 

1 of the Amiſenians, which by the ar. icles of 
alliance it is ſlipulated they ſhall enjoy, I ſhall 
not oppoſe it; eſpecially if theſe contribu.ions 


* The learned Caſaubon, in his obſervations up- 
on Theophraſtus, (as cited by one of the commenta- 
tors), informs us, that there were, at Athens and other 
cities of Greece, certain fraternities, which paid 
into a common cheſt a monthly contribution towards 
the ſupport of ſuch of their members as had fallen 
into mis fo tunes; upon condition, that if ever they 
arrived to more proſperous circumſtances, they 
mould repay into the general fund the money fo 
advanced. | 

arc 
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are employed, not for the purpoſes of riot and 


faction, but ſor the ſupport of the indigent. In 
other cities, however, which are ſubject to our 
laws, I would have all aſſemblies of this nat 
prohibited. | 


Edit. XCV. Prix to the Emperor TRA JAN. 


Uetonius Tranquillus, Sir, is a perſon of great 
merit and learning, as well as of noble birth. 

I was ſo much pleaſed with his turn and man- 
ners, that I long fince received him into my fa- 
mily; and my affection for him ſtill increaſed 
the more I diſcovered of his character. Two 
reaſons concur to make the privilege * which the 
law grants to thoſe who have three children, ex- 
tremely neceſſary to him; the bounty of his 
friends, and ill ſucceſs of his marriage. Thoſe 
advantages therefore which nature has denied to 


By the law for encouragement of matrimony, 
as a penalty upon thoſe who lived bachelors, they 
were declared incapable of inheriting any lega- 
cy by will; fo likewiſe if being married, they had 
no children, they could not claim the full advan- 
tage of benefactions of that kind. Thus Nævolus 
in Juvenal very humorouſly urges his gallantries in 
his friend's family, as a meritorious piece of fervice 
which he had done him. 195 


And ow'ſt thou nothing then, ingr ate] to me, 

That from my loins you ſons and daughters ſee ? 

A parent's privilege by me you gain, 

And the rich legacy in full obtain. Sat. 9. ver. 82. 


Pliny therefore alludes to this law, when he men- 
tions the bounties of Tranquitlus's deceaſed friends, 
as one reaſon why it was expedient for him to obtain 
the jus trium liberorum, vix. in order to entitle him to 
the full benefit of their ſeveral bequeſts. N 

| im, 
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him, he hopes to obtain from your goodneſs, by 
means of my interceſſion. I am thoroughly ſen 
ſible, Sir, of the value of the favour I am aſking ; 
tut I know I am making this requeſt to one, 
whoſe gracious compliance with all my deſires [ 
dae amply experienced. How paſſionately [ 
wiſh to obtain this favour, you will judge by my 
thus requeſting it in my abſence, which I ſhould 
not have done, had it been a point wherein 1 am 
only commonly ſolicitous. 


Epiſt. XCVI. Txrajan to Plixv. 
OV cannot but know, my dear Pliny, how 


reſerved I am in granting favours of this 
kind, having frequently declared in the ſenate, 
that I had not exceeded the number which I aſ- 
ſured that illuſtrious order I would be contented 
with. I have yielded, however, to your requeſt; 
and hav: directed an article to be inferted in my 
regiſter, that I have conferred upon Tranquillus, 
on my uſual conditions, the privilege which the 
law grants to thoſe who have three children. 


Epiſt, * XCVII. Prix to the Emperor 
TRAJAN. 


FT is a rule, Sir, which I inviolab! y obſerve, 
to refer myſelf to you in all my doubts; for 
wa" is more capuble of removing my ſcruples, or 


* This letter 15 eſteemed as almoſt the only ge- 
nuine monument of ecclefiaſtical antiquity relating 
to the times immediately ſucceeding the apoſtles, it 
being wrote at moſt not above forty years after the 
death of Paul. It was preſerved by the Chinſtians 
themſelves as a clear and unſuſpicious evidence of 
the purity of th ir GodGrines ; and is frequendy ap- 
pealed to by the early writers of cke church againſt 
tae calumnies ot their adverſaries. 

- informing 


4 
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informing my ignorance? Having never been 
preſent at any trials concerning thuſe who pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity, I am unacquainted not only 
with the nature of their crimes, or the meaſure of 
their puniſhment, but how far it is proper to en- 
ter into an examination concerning them. Whe- 
ther therefore any difference is uſually made with 
reſpect to the ages of the guilty, or no diſtinction 
is to be obſerved between the young and the a- 
dult ; whether repentanc: 2 them to a par- 
don; or if a man has been once a Chrittian, it 
avaiis nothing to deſiſt fr. m his error; whether 
the very profeſſion of Chriſtianity, unattended 
with any criminal act, or only the crimes them- 
ſelves inherent in the profe ſũon are puniſhable ; 
in all theſe points I am greatly doubtful. In the 


mean while, the method | have obſerved towards 


thoſe who have been biouzht before me as Chii- 
ſtians, is this: I inter:ogated them whether they 
were Chriſtians; if they confeſſed, I repeated the 
queſtion twice again, adding threats at the ſame 
time; when, if they ſtill perſevered, I ordered 
them to be immediately puniſhed : for I was per- 
ſuaded, whatever the nature of their opinions 
might be, a contumacious and inflex'ble ovii- 
nacy certainly deſerve correction. There were 
others alſo brought before me poſſeſed with the 
ſame infatuation, but being * citizens of Rome, 
I directed them to be carr.ed thith r. But this 
crin e ſoreading (as is uſu lly the ceſc) while it 


was actually under proſecution, ſeveral iauſtance; 
of the ſame nature occured. An information 


* It was one of the privileges of a Roman citizer, 
ſecured by the Sempronian law, that he could not be 
capitally convicted but by the ſuffrage of the people, 
which ſeems to have been ſtill fo far in force, as to 
make it neccſſary to fad the perſons here mer. tio. 240 
to Rome. 
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was preſented to me without any name ſubſeri- 
bed, containing a charge againſt ſeveral perſons, 
who, upon examination, denied they were Chri- 
ſt:ans, or had ever been ſo. They repeated after 
me an invocation to the gods, and offered reli- 
gious rites with wire and frankincenſe before 
your ſtatue, (which for the purpoſe I had order- 
ed to be brought together with thoſe of the gods), 
and even reviled the name of Chriſt ; whereas 
there is no forcing, it is ſaid, thoſe who are real- 
ly Chriſtians, into a compliance with any of theſe 
articles : I thought proper therefore to diſcharge 
them. Some among thoſe who were accuſed by 
a witneſs in perſon, at firſt confeſſed themſelves 
Chrittians, but immediately after denied it ; while 
the reſt owned indeed that they had been of that 
number formerly, but had now (ſome above three, 
others more, and a few above twenty years ago) 
forſaken that error. They all worthipped your 
ſtatue and the images of the gods, throwing out 


imprecations at the ſame time againſt the name 


of Chriſt. They affirmed, the whole of their 
guilt, or their error, was, that 
tain ſtated day before it was light, and addreſſed 
themſclves in a form of prayer to Chriſt, as to 
tome (Jod, binding themſelves by a folemn oath, 
not for the purpoſes of any wicked deſign, but 
never to commit any fraud, theft, or adultery, 
never to falſify their word, nor deny a truſt when 
they ſhould be called upon to deliver it up; after 
which, it was their cuſtom to ſeparate, and then 
reaſſemble, to eat in common a harmleſs meal. 
From this cuſtom, however, they deſiſted after 
the publication of my edict, by which, according 
to your orders, I forbade the meeting of any aſ- 
ſemblies. After receiving this account, I judged 
it ſo much the more nec to endeavour to 


extort the real truth, by putting two female flaves 
* 5 


they met on a cer 
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to the torture, who were ſaid to adminiſter “ in 


their religious functions: but I could diſcever 
nothing more than an abſurd and exccſſive ſaper- 
ſition. I thought proper therefore to adjourn 
all farther proceedings in this affair, in order to 
conſult with you. For it appears to be a matter 
es deferving your conſideration; more eſpe- 
reat numbers muſt be involved in the 
= ger Apt, theſe proſecutions, this inquiry having 
— extended, and being ſt ill likely to extend 
to bas of all ranks and ages, and even of both 
fexes. For this contagious ſuperſtition is not 
confined to the cities only, but has fpread its in- 
fection among the country- villages. Neverthe- 
leſs, it ſtill ſeems impoſſible to remedy this evil 
and reſtrain its progre's. The temples, at lezl!, 
which were once almoſt deſerted, begin nove to 
be frequented ; and the facred — after 
a long intermiſſion, are again revived ; While 
there 1s a general demand lor the victuns, which 
for ſome time paſt have met with but few pur- 
chafers. From hence it is eafy to imagine, what 
numbers might be reclaimed from this error, if a 
pardon were granted to thoſe who ſhall repent. 


Epift, XCV III. Trajan to Pl Ix x. 


HE method you have purſced, my dear 
Pliny, in the proccedings againſt thote 
Chriſtians which were brought before you, is ex- 
tremely proper; as it is not poſſible to lay down 


»* Theſe women, it is ſuppoſed, exerciſed the ſam- 
office as Pheœbe mentioned by Paul, whom he 
fiyles deaconneſs of the church of Cenchrea. Their 
bufineſs was to tend the poor and ſick, and other cha- 
ritable offices ; as alfo to aſſiſt at the ceremony of fe- 
male baptiſm, for the more decent performance of 
that rite: as Voſivs obſerves upon this paſſage. 


Q q 2 any 
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any fixed plan by which to act in all caſes of this 
nature. But I weuld nat have you officiouſly 
enter into any inquiries concerning them. If in- 
decd they ſhould be brought before you, and the 
erime is proved, they muſt be puniſhed *; with 
the 

* If wei ally examine this proſecution of 
the Chriſtians, we ſtall find it to have been ground- 
ed on the ancient conflitution of the ſtate, and not 
to have proceeded from a cruel or arbitrary temper 
in Trajan. The Roman legiſlature appears to have 
been * of any innovation in point of pu- 
blie worſnip; and we find the magiſtrates, during 
the old republic, frequently in ling in caſes of 
that nature. Valerius Maximus has collected ſome 
inſtances to that purpoſe, [L. 1. c. 3.]; and Livy 
' mentions it as an eſtabliſhed principle of the earlier 
ages of the commonwealth, to guard againft the in- 
troduction of foreign ceremonies of religion. 2 
ries (ſays that excellent hiftorian, ſpeaking in the 
perſon of one of the conſuls who is addreffſin g him- 
ſelf to the people) quot ier hoc patram avorumgque Aare 
xegotirm off magiſtratibus datum, ut ſacra externa fiers 
wetarent ? Judicabant enim prudentiſſimi oviri—nihbil 
que difolvende religionts ee, quam ubi non patrio, 
fed externo ritu facrificaretur. [L. 39. c. 16.]. It was 
zn old and fixed maxim likewiſe of the Roman go- 
vcrrment, not to ſuffer any unlicenſed aſſemblies of 
the people; and of this Livy alfo is a voucher : Ma- 
jeres weſtri (ſays he) ne wes gm niſi quum, &c. forte 
temere coire noluerunt ; er ubicunque multituds et, iti 


ct legitimum reforem mult. tudinis cenfebant debere t. 


L. 36. c. 25.]. From hence it ſeems evident, that 
the Chriftians had rendered themſelves obnoxious 


(not ſo much to Trajan, as) to the ant and ſettled 


laws of the ſtate, by introducing a foreign worſhip, 
and aſſembling themſelves without authority. 

We are not therefore to judge of the procerdings 
in queſtion, by the rules we ſhould apply to caſes of 
the ſame nature in our own times. 'The eſtabliſhed 


religion of the Romans was no other, in the = 
an 
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the reſtriction however, that where the party de- 
nies himſelf to be a Chriſtian, aud ſhall make it 


and confe ſſion of their beſt writers, than an engine 
of ſtate, which could not be ſhaken witl out the ut- 
moft danger, or rather, perhaps, without the total 
ſubverſion of their civil government. Accoreingly 
we find them ſtrongly inculcating a tenacious obſer- 
vance of all its rites: Majorum inftituta tueri (ſays 
Cicero) /acris cæremoniiſgue retinendis, /apicnits et. 


[De Leg.]. Nor is this principle, if the obſervation 


of the celebrated Machiavel is juſt, peculiar to the 
Roman ſtate, but of univerſal truth in politics; for 
he lays it down as a general maxim, That“ wherc- 


erer the religion of any ſtate fails into diſregar4 


and contempt, it is impoſſible for that ſtate to ſub- 
« fiſt long.” [| Mach. diſcorfi ſopra Tit. Liv. ]J. This 
Caſe therefore is to be conſidered in a civil, rot a 
religious view; as a matter of ſtate, not of ſpecula- 
tion ; wherein the lenity and moderation both of the 
Emperor and his minifter deſerve to be applauded, 
as they are neither of them for puſhing the matter as 
far as they moſt certainly might, had they aded 
ſtrictly up to the anc. ent and fundamental | ws ef their 
country. 
i he circumſtance that attended the Chriſtian aſſem- 
blies being held at an unuſual hour (ante luce m, as Pli- 
ny ſays), — to have raiſed a ſurn.iſe tiiat they were 
of the Bacchanalian kind. For it is extremely c b- 
ſervable, that in the account which the Chriitians 
here give of the true deſign of their meeting, they 
Juſtify themſelves from the very crimes with wh:ch 
the Bacchanalians had been charged ; intimating, it 
ſhould ſeem, that they themſelves had been taxed 
with the ſame : e ſacramento non ad ſcelus aliguod oł- 
ftringere ; ſed ne furta, ne latrocinta, ne odulteria com- 
mitterent, ne fidem fallerent, &c. which runs exactly 
arallel with the accuſation againſt the Bacchana- 
— as it ſtands in Livy: Nec unum genus noxa, 
fupra promiſcua, &c. ſed falſi teſtes, falſa /igna teſti- 
moniaque et indicia ex cudem officina exibent. [Liv. 


I. 39. c. 8. 
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evident that he is not, by invoking our gods, let 
him (notwithſtanding any former ſuſpicion) be 
pardoned upon his repentance. Informations 
without the accuſer's name fubſcribed, ought not 
to be received in proſecutions of any fort, as it is 
introducing a very dangerous precedent, and by 
no means agreeable to the equity ot my govern- 
ment. 


Epiſt. XCIX. Prix v to the Emperor Trxajan. 


12 elegant and beautiful city of Amaſtris, 

Sir, has, among other capital buildings, 
a moſt noble and extenſive piazza. On one en- 
titre fide of this ſtructure runs, what is called in- 
deed à river, but in fact is no other than a vile 
common ſhore, extreme ly offenſive to the eye, 
and at the ſame time very unwholeſome by its 


noxious ſmell. It will be advantageous there - 
fore, in point of health, as well as ornament, to 


have it covered; which ſhall be done, wi. your 
permiſſion: as I will take care on my part, that 
money be not wanting for executing ſo noble and 
neceſſary a work. 


Epift. C. Trajan to Pliny. 


* is highly reaſonable, my dear Pliny, if the 
water which runs through the city of Ama- 
ftris is prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants, 
that it ſhould be covered. I am well aſſured, you 
will, with your uſual application, take care that 
the money neceſſary for this work ſhall not be 
wanting. 


Epift. CI. Prix to the Emperor TRA IAR. 


1 E have paid, Sir, with great joy and ala- 
crity, the vows which we up for 
you 


r 
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you the laſt year; and have again publicly re- 


newed them, aſſiſted by the army and provin- 
cials. We implored the gods to preſerve you 
and the republic in ſafety and proſperity, with 
that peculiar mark of their bounty, which not 
only your other many and great virtues, but par- 
ticularly your diſtinguiſhed picty and reverence 
of them _ 


Epi. CII. TxA JAX to PrIxxv. 


I was very agreeable to me to learn by your 

letter, that the army and the provincials ſe- 
conded you with great joy and unanimity, in 
thoſe vows which you paid and renewed to the 
immortal gods, for my welfare. 


Epi. CIII. Puiny to the Emperor TRAA IAN. 


| E have celebrated, wich all the zeal we 
ought, the day in which, by a very happy 
ſucceſſion, the protection of mankind was tranſ- 
ferred to you; recommending to the gods, from 
whom you received the empire, the object of our 
public vows and congratulations. 


Epift. CIV. Trxajan to Piivy. 


Was extremely well pleaſed to be informed 

by your letter, that you had, at the head of 

the ſoldiers and the provincials, ſolemnized my 

—_— to the empire, with all due joy and 
2 * 
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Epift. CV. Prix to the Emperor TRA JAN. 


Alerius Paulinus, Sir, having left me his 

right * of patronage over all his freedmen, 
except one, I entreat you to grant the freedom of 
Rome to three of them. To defire you to ex- 
tend this favour to more, would, I fear, be too 
unreaſonable a treſpaſs upon your indulgence ; 
which, as I have amply experienced, | ought to 
be fo much the more cautious in troubling. The 
perſons for whon I make this requeſt are, 
C. Valerius Aitizus, C. Valerius Dionyſus, 
and C. Valerius Aper. my 


Epift, CVI. Teajan to Piixy. 


\ S it is very generous of you to conſult the 

intereit of thoſe whom Valerius Paulinus 
has confided to your truſt, I cannot but encou- 
rage your good intentions. I have therefore gi- 


ven the freedom of the city to thoſe perſons fr 


whom you requeſted it, and have directed the 


2 to be regiſtered. I am ready to do the 


for the reff, whenever you ſhall deſite me. 


* By the Papian law, which paſſed in the conſul- 
ſhip of M. Papius Mutilus and Q. Poppeas Secundus, 
U. C. 761, f a freedman died worth 100,cco ſeſter- 
ces, (or about 800 l. of our money), leaving only one 
child, his patron (that is, the maſter from whom he 
received his liberty) was entitled to half his eſtate; 
if he left two children, to one third; but if more 
than two, then the patron was abſolutely excluded. 
This was afterwards altered by juſtinian. If. /. 3. 
fit. 8. | 
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Eęiſt. CVII. Piixy to the Emperor TRA Jar. 


Pp Accius Aquila, captain of the ſixth eque- 
| 20 


ſtrian cohort, requeſted me, Sir, to tranſ- 
mit his petition to you, in favour of his daughter. 


1 thought it would be unkind to refuſe him this 


go office, knowing, as I do, with what pa- 
tience and humanity you receive the petitions of 
the ſoldiers. 


Epift. CVIII. Trajax to Piixy. 


E || Have read the petition of P. Accius Aquila, 


captain of the fixth equeſtrian cohort, which 
you ſent to me; and, in compliance with his re- 
queſt, I have given his daughter the freedom of 


the city of Rome. I ſend you at the ſame time 


the patent, which you will dcliver to him, 


Epift. CIX. Prix to the Emperor Trajan. 


1 Beg, Sir, your directions with reſpect to the 
recovering tboſe debts which are due to the 
cities of Bithynia and Pontus, either for rent, or 
s fold, or upon any other confideration. I 
find they have a privilege granted to them by ſe- 
veral proconſuls, of being preferred to other cre- 
ditors; and this cuſtom has prevailed, as if it 
had been eſtabliſhed by law. Your prudence, I 
imagine, will think it neceſſary to enact ſome 
ſettled rule, by which their rights may always te 
ſecured. For the ordinances of others, however 
wiſely founded, are but fet ble and temporary ex- 
pedients, unleſs confirmed by your authority. 


EFi/?, 


* 
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Epift. CX. Trajan to Priny. 


=> rule by which the cities either of Pon- 


tus or Bithynia arc to be governed, in the 
recovery of debts of whatever kind, due to their 
feveral co:nmunities, muſt be determined agree- 
ably to their re ſpective laws. Where any of them 


enjoy the privilege of being preferred to other cre- 
diors, it muſt be obſerv 


; but where no ſuch 
privilege prevails, it is not juſt I ſhould eſtabliſh 


one, in prejudice of private property. 


Epift. CXI. Prix to the Emperor TRA- 
JAN. 


PE ſolicitor to the treaſury of the city of 


Amiſis laid a claim, Sir, before me agaiuſt 
Julius Piſo of about 40, ooo denarii, which were 
given him by the public above twenty years ago, 
with the conſent of the general council and aſ- 
ſembly of the city: and he founded his demand. 


upon certain of your edicts, by which donations 


mainder of his f.rtunes, to refund a ſum, oy 


of this kind are prohibited. Pifo, on the other 
hand, aſſerted that he had conferred large 

| upon the community, and indeed had 
expended that way almoſt his whole eſtate. He 
inſiſted upon the length of time which had inter- 
vened ſince this donation, and hoped that he 
ſhould not be compelled, to the ruin of the re- 


® The tranſlator has ventured to give this ſenſe to 
religuæ dignitatis. It is, he confeſſes, a very uncom- 


mon, perhaps the ſingle inftance of the word dignita: 


being uſed in that meaning; ſtill, however the con- 
text, together with the epithet which is joined with it, 
will, he imagines, clearly juſtify him. There is nothing 
in the nature of this caſe to make it reaſonable to ſup- 


ſums 


pole, 
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had ben granted him long fince, in return for 
many good offices he had done to the city. For 
this reaſon, Sir, I thought it neceſſary to ſuſpend 
giving any judgment in this cauſe, till I ſhall te- 


ceive your directions. 


Epiſt. CXII. TxA IAN to Plixv. 


H Hough by my edicts I have ordained, that 

no largeſſes ſhall be given out of the pu- 
blic money; yet, that numberlefs private perſons 
may not be di:lurbed in the ſecure poſſeſſion of 
their fortunes, thoſe donations which have been 
made long ſince, ought not to be called in que- 


ſtion or revoked. We will not therefore inquire 


into any thing that has been tranſacted in this 
affair ſo long ago as twenty years; for I would 
be no lefs attentive to ſ-cure the repole of every 
private man, than the treaſure of every public 


community. 


poſe, that the dignity of Julius Piſo ſhould be im- 
peached ; as little is it to be collected from any thing 
contained in this letter, or Trajan's anſwer. The 
adjective religua being added to dignitas, removes 
every ſuſpicion of its agmfying honour (as the inge- 
nious French tranſlator Monſ. de Sacy, and his hum- 
ble copier the Italian Tedeſchi, have rendered t), for 
honour ſcarce admits of fi actions, and there can be 
no remainder after a ſubtraction of that kind. The 
truth, it ſhould ſeem, is, that as the value of a man's 


eſtate was, among the Romans, a neceſſary qualifi- 


cation to render him capable of the dignities of the 
commonwealth, our author, by a figure of ſpeech, 
puts dignitas for facultas; the conſequent (to ſpeak 
* the language of the grammarians) tor the antece- 
dent. 


Evift. 
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Ep:/t. CXIII. Prix to the Emfreror TRA- 
IAN. 


HE Pompeian law, Sir, which is obſerved 
in Pontus and Bithynia, docs not direct 
that any money ſhould be given by thoſe v hö 
are elect:d into the public council by the cenſors. 
It has however been uſual for ſuch members as 
have been admitted into thoſe aſſemblies, in pur- 
ſuance of the privilege which you were pleaſed 
to grant to fone particular cities, of receiving 
above their legal number, to pay one or two 
thouſand denarii. Subſequent to this, the Pro- 


conſul Anicius Maximus ordained (though in- 


deed his edict extended to ſome few cities only), 
that thoſe who were elected by the cenſors ſhould 
alſo pay into the treaſury a certain ſum, which 


varied in different places. It remains therefore 


fer your conſideration, whether it would not be 
proper to ſettle a certain fixed ſum for each 
member, who is elected into the council, to pay 
upon his entrance; for it weil becomes you, 
whoſe every word and action deferves immor- 
tality, to give luws that fhall for ever be per- 


manent. | 
Enit. CXIV. Trajan to Pliny. 


Can give no general directions applicable to 
all the cities ot Bithynia, whetner thoſe who 
are made members of their reſpective councils 
ſhall pay an honorary fee upon their admittance, 


or not. it ſeenis beſt therefore, in this caſe, 


(what indeed upon all occaſions is the ſafeſt way), 
to leate euch city to its reſpective laws. But 1 
think, however, that the cenſors ouzht to ſet the 
ſum lower to thkofe was are choſen into the ſe- 

| nate 


An 215 „% PLINY. obs 
nate contrary to their inchinations, than to the 
reſt. 


Epiſt. CXV. Prixx to the Emperor TRA- 


JAN, 


| 1 Pompcian law, Sir, allows the Bithy- 


nians to give the treedoin of their reſpec- 
tive cities to whatever perſons they think pro- 
per, provided they are not foreigners, but be- 
long to ſome of the cities of this province. The 
fame law ſpecifies the particular cauſes for which 


the cenſors may exp el any member the ſenate ; 


amongſt which number, that of being a foreigner 
is not mentioned. Certain of the cenſors there - 
fore have deſired my ſentiments, whether tliey 
ought to expel a member if he ſhould happen to 
be a foreigner. But | thought it neceſſary to 
receive your inſtructions in this caſe ; not only 
becauſe the law, though it torbids foreigners to 
be admitted citizens, does not dic a ſenator to 
be expelled for the fame reaſon, but becauſe ! 
am informed, that there is in every city fever: 1 
members of their council who are in theſe cir- 
cumſtances. If therefore this clauſe of the law, 


which ſeems to be antiquated by a long cuſtom 


to the contrary, fhou!d be enforced, many cities, 
as well as private perſons, will be thrown into 
great confuſion. I have tutjained the heads of 
this law to my letter. | 


| Epift. CXVI. Trajan to Pitxy. 


OU might very reaſonably, my dear Pliry, 

1 be doubtful what deciſion to give to tre 
inquiry of the cenſors ; whetier they might elect 
into the ſenate, foreign citizens, though of the 
ſame province? The authority of law con one 
ſide, and long cuſt m prevailing againſt it on the 
Wilks Go. Rr R cher, 
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other, might well throw you into a ſtate of ſuſ- 
pen'e. Ihe proper mean to obſerve in this 


caſe, will be, to make no change in what is paſt, 


but to ſuffer thoſe ſenators who are already elect- 


ed, though contrary to law, to keep their ſeats, 


to whatever city they may belong ; in all future 
elections, however, to purſue the directions of 


the Pompceian law: for to extend its influence 


back wards, muſt neceſſarily introduce great con- 
fuſion. | 


E237. CXVII. Piiny to the Emperor 
'TRAJAN. 


Tf is cuſtomary here upon any perſon's taking 


the manly robe, folemaizing his marriage, 
cntering upon the office of a magiſtrate, or de- 
dicating any public work, to invite the whole 
ienate, together with a conſiderable part of the 


commonalty, and diſtribute to each of the com- 


pany one or two denarii. I beg you would in- 
iorm me, whether you think proper this cere- 
mony ſhould be obferved, or how far you ap- 
prove of it. For myſelf, though I am of opi- 
on that upon ſome occaſious, eſpecially thoſe of 
public feſtivals, this kind of invitations may be 
permitted ; yet when they are carried fo far as to 


draw together a thouſand perſons, and ſometimes 


more, it is going, I fear, beyond a reaſonable 


number, and has ſomething the appearance of 


ambitious largeſſes. 


Dp. CXVIII. Trajan to Plixy. 


T is with juſtice you apprehend, that the ſe 

blic invitations, which extend to an un- 

reaſonable number of people, and where the dole 

is diſtributed, not ſingly to a few acquaintance, 

but as it were to whole collective bodies, may * 
| turn 
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turned to the turbulent purpoſes of ambition. 
But I have made choice of your prudence, in the 
pe: ſuaſion that you would take proper meaſures 
for regulating the manners and ſettling the peace 
of this province. | 


Epil. CXIX. Ptiny to the Emperor 


TRajas. 


rr athletic victors, Sir, in the * Iſelaſtic 


games, thinx they ought to receive the 
prize yuu have eſtabliſhed for the conquerors at 
thoſe comba:s on the day they are crowned: tor 
it is not at all material, they ſay, what time they 
were triumphantly conducted into their country, 
but when they merited that honour by their con- 
queſt. On the contray, when I conſider the 
meaning of the term {/ela/tic, I am ſtrongly in- 
clined to believe, that the time of their public 
entry is to be alone conſidered. They likewiſe 


petition to be allowed the prize you give at thoſe. 


combats which you have made Iſclaſtic, though 
ti:ey were conquerors before that eſtabliſhment 


took place: for it is but reaſonable, they aſſert, 


that they ſhould receive their rewards in this 
caſe, as they are deprived of them at thoſe games 
which have been diveſted of the honour of being 
Iſelaſtic, fince their victories. But I am ex- 


| tremely doubtful, whether a retroſpect ſhuuld be 
* Theſe games are called Lila ſtic, from the Greek . 


word us , In vebor, becauſe the victors, drawn 
by white horſes, and wearing crowus on their heads, 
were conducted with great pomp into their 2 
tive cities, which they entered through a breach in 


the walls made for that purpoſe; intimating, as Plu- 


tarch obſerves, that a city which produced ſuch able 
and victorious citizens, had little occaſion for tha 
deſence of walls. [Cataneus.] They received alſo 
annually a certain honourable ſtipend from the public. 


R r 2 admitted. 
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admitted in this caſe, and a reward given to which 
they had no right at the time they gained the 
victory. dy 7 eo wp hg 
direct my judgment in theſe points, by explain- 
2 22 
 Epift, CX. TRA JAN to Prix. 
ME reward propoſed to the conqueror in 
the Ifclaſtic games, is not, I think, due 
till he makes his public entry into his city. Nor 
at thofe combats which I have thought proper to- 
make Iſelaſtic, ought the prizes to be extended 
backwards to thoſe who < there before 
that alteration took place. As to the plea which 
theſe athletic combatants urge, that they ought 
to receive the Iſelaſtic prize at thoſe combats 


which have been made Iſelaſtic after their con- 


queſts, 2s they are denied it in the ſame caſe 
where the games have ceaſed to be ſo; it proves 
nothing in their favour : ſince, notwithſtanding 
any change which has been made relating to 
theſe games, they are not called upon to return 
tuch alteration. 


Epift. CXXI. Puiny to the Emperor 
TRAIAN. | 7 


I Have never, Sir, accommodated any perſon 


of them upon any occaſion but in your affairs. 
I find myſelf however at preſent under a fort of 
ty of breaking tlirough this fixed rule. 


My wife bo received an account of her. 


* grandfather's death, and being deſirous to wait 


npon her + aunt with all poſſible expedition, 1 


Fabatus. + Hiſpulla. 
thought 
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with an order for poſt-chaiſes, or made uſe 


y WW WW -X 


7 
? 


oo W-. WF WY WW TW CE OAT VU. TH Oy Th 


Epift. 122. or PLINY. 473 


thought it would be unkind to deny her the uſe 
of this privilege; as the grace of fo tender an 


office conſiſts in the early diſcharge of it, and as 


I well knew aj which was founded in filial 
piety, could not fail of your approbation. I 


ſhould think myſelf highly ungrateful therefore, 


were | to diſſemble, that, among other great ob- 
ligations which I owe to your indulgence, I 


have this in particular, that in confidence of your 


favour I have ventured to do without conſulting 
you, what would have been too late had I wait- 
£d for your conſent. 


Epift. CXXII. Trajan to Pliny. 
OU did me juſtice, my dear Pliny, by con- 


Y fiding in my affection towards you. With- 
out doubt, if you had waited for my conſent to 


forward your wife in her journey by means of 


thoſe warrants which I have iniruſted to your 


care, the uſe of them would not have anſwered 


ur purpoſe; ſince it was proper this viſit to her 
aunt ſhould have the additional recommendation, 
of being paid with all poſſible expedition. 


Tuz EN D. 


Ediaburgb, Oc. 20. 1762. 
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